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Sheikh Saad leaves for Britain after surgery 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdulla A1 Sabah left for 
Britain on Monday to complete medical 
treatment after "successful” colon surgery 
tn Kuwait last week, an official statement 
said. The statement by the emiri court, read 
?£™ te ( e J e l evisi ° n -. said Sheikh Saad, bora 
1930, left for Britain to “continue medical 
T treatment and for recuperation.” Sheikh 
Saad, who has been prime minister and heir 
apparent since 1978, was rushed to a Kuwait 
City hospital on Tuesday after fainting due to 
interna! bleeding. He was released on Thurs- 
day, but returned to hospital a day later. On 
Saturday Sheikh Saaa underwent colon 
surgery. 



Crown Prince condemns settlements 

LONDON (Petra) — His Royal Highness Cornu Prince Has- 
son Monday condemned die building of Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank and said that the building of these settlements 
contravenes Israel's commitment for achieving and safeguard- 
ing peace and coexistence in die Middle East. In an interview 
wuh the BBC Television, the Crown Prince said the United 
States’ veto of any United Nations Security Council resolution 
will create an atmosphere of mistrust at the popular level in the 
region. He said that the credibility of the U.S. was adversely 
affected due to the latest veto of the Jerusalem resolution, prince 
Hassan said that the visits of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to ihe United Stales and 
His Majesty King Hussein's upcoming visit to Washington 
should not be interpreted as an approval of the U.S. decision. 
Prince Hassan reiterated Jordan's support for the Palestinian 
leadership and people ro their legitimate rights on their national 
soil, stressing the illegality of occupying Palestinian lands and 
describing Israel's annexation of Arab Jerusalem as contraven- 
ing international legitimacy. 
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Mordechai visits 
Jordan today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai pays a visit to Jor- 
dan today (Tuesday) for talks 
with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Prime Minister 
^ Abdul Karim Kabariti on the 
Middle East peace process 
and bilateral relations. After 
the talks, Mr. Mordechai, 
who will be paying his first 
visit to the Kingdom, will 
also visit Petra, officials said. 

Jordan, U.S. begin 
military exercises 

AMMAN (AP) — U.S. and 
Jordanian forces began mili- 
tary manoeuvres Monday that 
will involve helicopters and 
hundreds of soldiers in a 
desen in northeastern Jordan. 
The manoeuvres, which will 
last three weeks, are aimed at 
improving Jordan’s military 
capability, officials said. Heli- 
copters and possibly jet fight- 
ers from both sides will take 
pan in the exercise, code- 
named "Early Victory ‘97,” 
said General Mohammad 
Ababneh, the chief-of-staff of 
the air force. The manoeuvres 
will be held in the northeast- 
ern desert region of Hamra 
Hamad, 150 kilometres from 
.Amman. 

iPNA frees Hamas 
military leader 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
released on Monday a Hamas 
military leader from prison 
and announced a full security 
review to allow the release of 
more - jailed hardliners 
opposed to its self-rule deals 
with Israel. Ibrahim A1 
Muqadmeh, resident of the AJ 
Breij refugee camp, was 
released from prison in the 
Gaza Strip, sources close to 
the family told AFP. 

PKK calls on Iraqi 
Kurds to join forces 

DIYARBAK1R (AFP) — 
The outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) has 
called on Iraqi Kurd groups to 
join the PKK in a national lib- 
eration struggle for a Kurdish 
homeland. “Let us unify 1 our 
forces for a national libera- 
tion struggle.” said a state- 
ment read Sunday on MED- 
TV, a PKK -controlled station 
q which broadcasts to Europe. 
"All the parties and groups 
need to reappraise the situa- 
tion, including the civil war” 
said the statement referring to 
the three-year conflict 
between the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) in northern Iraq. 

Cairo students 
burn Israeli flag 

CAIRO (AFP.t — Around 
500 Cairo University students 
held a campus demonstration 
here Monday during which 
they sei fire to the Israeli flag 
to protest the Jewish state's 
settlement policy, witnesses 
said. The students, who repre- 
sent Islamic and Nasserite 
groups, demonstrated peace- 
^ fully for about two hours 
® while police surrounded the 
campus to prevent any vio- 
lence, the witnesses said. The 
demonstrators chanted anti- 
Israeli slogans and slammed a 
decision by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu approving the 
construction of a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. They also vented 
their fury at the United States 
because it vetoed a U.N. 
Security C ouncil resolution 
demanding Israel abandon its 
plan and expressed their 
opposition to the normalisa- 
tion of Arab-Israeli ties. 
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Palestinian negotiators quit 
en masse; Arafat says peace 
process facing a 'real crisis' 

Abbas, others resign in protest against Israeli insistence 
on limiting redeployment and building Jewish settlement 



A Palestinian aimed with a stone and an Israeli soldier with a gun are restrained during 
clashes between Israeli troops and Palestinians trying to prevent the opening of a road 
for Jewish settlers in Hebron on Monday (Reuters photo) 

Arafat sends Erekat with message to King 

Kabariti reiterates Jordan's 
support for Palestinian stand 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti on Monday reiterat- 
ed Jordan’s support to the Palestinians and 
the need to remove all barriers obstructing 
the progress of Palestinian-Israeli peace 
negotiations, stressing the need for respect 
for all accords signed between the two 
sides, particularly the Jan. 15 accord on 
redeployment in the West Bank. 

Mr. Kabariti also said that nothing 
should be done to change the status in the 
occupied Arab lands before the end of the 
final negotiations between the Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

The prime minister was speaking during a 
meeting with Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) Minister for Local Government 
Saeb Erekat, who handed him a message 
from Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat to 
His Majesty King Hussein on the latest 
developments in the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace negotiations and the outcome of the 
talks between Palestinian and Israeli nego- 
tiators on Israeli redeployment in the West 
Bank. 


Speaking to Jordan Television after the 
meeting Mr. Erekat said chat he discussed 
the situation in the occupied lands with Mr. 
Kabariti. 

"The Palestinians and Jordanians are in 
the same trench. They both have similar 
feelings towards the crises facing the peace 
process due to Israeli practices he said. 

"Jordan will do everything in its power to 
support the Palestinian leadership and peo- 
ple at all levels, particularly as His Majesty 
King Hussein is embarking on a visit to the 
United States,” he added. 

“There is nothing wrong with the peace 
negotiations but what is wrong is the Israeli 
practices.” he said. “What "needs to be 
stopped now is the building of settlements, 
the confiscation of lands and the demolition 
of homes, the Judaisation of Jerusalem. We 
as Palestinians want to continue the peace 
process, and if the Israelis try to turn the 
negotiations into dictation, they will be 
responsible for pushing not only Palestini- 
ans and Israelis but also the whole region to 
a disastrous confrontation.” 


Palestinian offices asked to close 
are not related to PNA — lawyer 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian negotiators 
resigned en masse Monday 
and Yasser Arafat warned 
the peace process was in "a 
real crisis" after Israel 
refused to expand a sched- 
uled troop withdrawal from 
the West Bank. 

The negotiators, led by 
top Arafat deputy Mah- 
moud Abbas, stormed out 
of a meeting with Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy late Sunday after the 
Israelis also stood firm on 
plans to build a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

"There is a real crisis, 
because this is a real 
breaching (by Israel) of 
what has been agreed 
upon," Mr. Arafat said 
Monday after Mr. Abbas 
and his team handed in a 
joint letter of resignation. 

Mr. Abbas, who has been 
a key figure in Israeli- 
Palestinian contacts since 
their secret beginnings 
more than a decade ago, 
complained in the resigna- 
tion letter that “Israel wants 
to dictate its own condi- 
tions" in the negotiations. 

“This is no way to negoti- 
ate,” an official quoted Mr. 
Abbas as saying. 

While spewing of crisis. 
Mr. Arafat did not immedi- 
ately accept the resigna- 
tions or announce a pullout 
from the negotiations, 
although the head of the 
Palestinian legislative 
council, Ahmad Qouriea, 
called for the talks to be 
suspended. 

While some Palestinian 
officials hinted that vio- 
lence would flare if Israel 
did not back down, notably 
over its settlement issue, 
Mr. Arafat kept a relatively 
low public profile. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— The European Union's 
(EU) Middle East envoy 
Miguel Angel Moratinos 
has presented Syria with a 
formula to revive Damas- 
cus's peace talks with Israel 
which broke off a year ago, 
officials said on Monday. 

They said the EU’s pro- 
posal, based on full with- 
drawal for full security, was 
presented by Mr. Moratinos 
during talks in Damascus 
on Sunday night with Syri- 
an Foreign Minister Farouk 
Al Sharaa. 

“The formula calls for 
total withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab lands in 
return for total, equal and 
mutual security for both 
parties.” a Syrian official 
said. 

An official accompanying 
Mr. Moratinos told Reuters 
before the EU envoy head- 
ed to Beirut for similar 
talks with Lebanese leaders 
that the talks were “very 
positive." 

"Things are a bit sensitive 
at this stage and we hope to 
have more to say at a later 
stage,” the official said. 

Mr. Moratinos said he 
was too busy to talk to the 
press. 

Western diplomats said 
the EU formula would be 
favourable for Syria which 
is mainly interested in 
Israel’s full withdrawal 


He dispatched a senior 
member of the negotiating 
team, Saeb Erekat. to 
Amman with a “urgent 
message” for King Hussein 
(see separate story), and 
called an meeting for Mon- 
day night of the Central 
Committee of his Fateh 
movement to diesuss the 
situation, officials said. 

The Palestinian leader- 
ship also called on the Unit- 
ed States and Russia, as co- 
sponsors of the peace 
process, to put pressure on 
Israel. 

"The sponsors of the 
peace process must inter- 
vene to pressure Israel to 
stick to its agreements in 
order to end the crisis and 
preserve the continuation of 
die peace process,” said 
Arafat aide Nabil Abu 
Rdaina. 

Under signed peace 
agreements. Israel is oblig- 
ed to carry out three further 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank over the next 18 
months and Palestinians 
say each of the pullbacks 
should extend to their 
authority another 30 per 
cent of the territory. 

But on Friday, Israel said 
it would in the first phase 
withdraw its troops from 
only an additional nine per 
cent of the West Bank, 
mostly in areas where the 
Palestinians already exer- 
cise civilian control. 

Mr. Arafat branded the 
unilateral withdrawal offer 
a “trick and a conspiracy 
against the peace process.” 

At Sunday night’s meet- 
ing. Mr. Abbas rejected the 
withdrawal offer and Israel 
in turn announced it was 
freezing the redeployment, 
which should have 
occurred over the weekend, 
pending a decision from 


from the Golan Heights. 
Syria also believes that 
peace would ensure securi- 
ty for all. 

“Syria wants full with- 
drawal from its occupied 
lands. The current Israeli 
goverment of Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu is 
most concerned about secu- 
rity. Syria does not object to 
this because it wants total 
security for all parties," 
one diplomat said 

The United States is the 
main sponsor of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks but Syria 
and other Arab states sup- 
port a greater European role 
in the negotiations. 

Mr. Moratinos said earlier 
that he was in frill coordina- 
tion with the U.S. over his 
mission in the region brief- 
ing Washington on the out- 
come of his talks. 

Syria has strongly con- 
demned Mr. Netanyahu for 
refusing to swap occupied 
Arab lands for peace, a for- 
mula on which the Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations 
were based when the talks 
opened in Madrid in 1991. 

In Beirut, Mr. Moratinos 
told reporters after taks 
with Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez that "we dis- 
cussed the issue of full 
withdrawal in exchange for 
full peace.” 

Mr. Moratinos has said he 
believes the "land-for- 


Mr. Arafat. 

Analysts said the new 
flare-up in tensions high- 
lighted the fundamental 
lack of mistrust between 
Mr. Arafat and the right- 
wing Israeli government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

He came to office in last 
June pledging to slow the 
Palestinian autonomy 
process in order to better 
protect Israel's "security.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, who has 
faced a near revolt by right- 
wing hardliners in his gov- 
ernment because of his 
willingness to hand even a 
limited amount of addition- 
al land to the Palestinians, 
appeared almost cheered by 
the Palestinians’ outburst 
on Monday. 

"They have finally 
realised that a nationalist 
government now holds 
power in Israel.” he told 
members of his coalition 
Monday, according to Israel 
Radio. 

The radio said govern- 
ment hardliners who had 
been threatening to with- 
draw their support from Mr. 
Netanyahu oveT the territor- 
ial issue, expressed support 
for Mr. Netanyahu in the 
latest face-off with Mr. 
ArafaL 

Mr. Netanyahu later left 
for a previously scheduled 
visit to Moscow, where he 
was expected to face pres- 
sure from President Boris 
Yeltsin and other officials 
over the troop withdrawal 
and settlement issues. 

But he left behind his top 
foreign policy advisor, 
Dore Gold, to deal with the 
Palestinians and Mr. Levy 
cancelled a planned trip to 
the United States this week 
because of the crisis, Israeli 
officials said 


peace” formula will not 
work in the case of Syria 
and Israel. He is pushing, 
instead, for talks based on 
"full withdrawal in 
exchange for security," he 
told reporters. 

He said Israel was study- 
ing the idea but that he has 
not yet had any comment 
from the Americans. He did 
not discuss Syria's reaction 
to the concept. 

Mr. Bouez said Mr. 
Moratinos’ proposal needed 
to be studied and developed 
further. 

Mr. Moratinos also met 
with Lebanese Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Bern. He 
plans to see Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri. 

“The EU is seeking a role 
complementary to the 
American role,” he said in 
remarks published Monday 
by Beirut’s Al Nahar daily. 

Mr. Moratinos, a Spanish 
diplomat, was named spe- 
cial envoy in October as 
part of a bid by the 15- 
member EU to be more 
active in the peace process. 
He made his first Middle 
East tour in December. 

The Europeans, who are 
big financial sponsors of 
Middle East programmes, 
want a political role com- 
mensurate with their eco- 
nomic role. 


Palestinian minister 
Han an Ashrawi told the 
Associated Press that Mr. 
Arafat “is faring a serious 
crisis, from Palestinian 
public opinion, from the 
legislative council, from the 
cabinet.” 

Ms. Ashrawi said Mr. 
Arafat was contacting Arab 
countries and the United 
States for help. 

In Sunday's meeting, 
Mr. Abbas gave Mr. Levy 
"an official memo express- 
ing the Palestinian non- 
acceptance" of the pro- 
posed Israeli pullback, 
Palestinian officials said. 

The memo also asked the 
Israeli government to 
rescind its decision to build 
a large Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Gashes broke out Mon- 
day in Hebron — where 
450 Jewish settlers live 
amid 120,000 Palestinians 
— after dozens of Pales- 
tinians tried to stop bull- 
dozers from clearing a new 
road near the Jewish settle- 
ment of Kiryat Arba. 

After Israeli police and 
soldiers began beating the 
protesters, several hundred 
Palestinians joined the 
melee, pelting the troops 
with stones. The scene 
calmed after Palestinian 
police officials arrived on 
the scene. 

Five Palestinians were 
arrested. 

The Palestinians say the 
work was part of Israeli 
plans to lay a road from the 
settlement through the east- 
ern part of Hebron to the 
city’s main religious land- 
mark, the Ibrhimi Mosque. 

Nearby residents fear the 
road will end up damaging 
houses next to the settle- 

( Continued on page 7) 


'Missile 

downed 

TWA 

plane' 

RIVERSIDE. California 
(AP) — Newly disclosed 
evidence "points to a mis- 
sile” as the cause of the 
explosion that killed all 
230 people aboard Paris- 
bound TWA Flight 800, a 
newspaper reported Mon- 
day. 

The evidence includes 
reddish residue found on 
several seat backs that lab- 
oratory analysis showed to 
be "consistent with solid 
missile fuel" ingredients, 
the Press-Enterprise said. 

It said information from 
Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) and National 
Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) documents 
and investigative sources 
indicates the plane may 
have been a victim of a 
“terrorist” missile or 
"friendly fire” — a U.S. 
Navy weapon gone astray. 

The FBI repeated that it 
had no proof of a missile, 
although it has not ruled 
one out as a possible cause 
of the July 17 crash. The 
Navy again denied any role 

(Continued on page 7) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Four Palestin- 
ian offices in Arab East 
Jerusalem ordered closed by 
Israel are not connected to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAl as Israel 
claims, a Palestinian attorney 
told Israeli police officials on 
Monday. 

Last week’s closure order 
incensed Palestinians, at a 
time when tensions are 
already high over the con- 
struction of a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem and disagreement 
over the size of an Israeli land 
handover in the West Bank. 

Jawad Boulos met Monday 
with officials from Israel's 
public security ministry in an 
effon to keep the offices 
open. 

Mr. Boulos was to submit a 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
— Fighting was raging 
between rebels and govern- 
ment troops in southern 
Sudan on Monday, a day 
after the insurgents said 
they had seized two towns 
on the Ugandan border. 

“The fighting is continu- 
ing,” Yasser Arman, a 
spokesman for the 
Sudanese People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLAi said 
from Asmara, Eritrea. “We 
are continuing our advance 
and we expect the town of 
Yei to fall at any moment.” 

Yei is 150 kilometres 
southwest of the regional 
capital, Juba. On Sunday, 


written argument to the min- 
istry by Tuesday, the ministry 
said in a statement. 

"Following a review of the 
additional material, the pub- 
lic security minister will 
decide whether there is rea- 
son not to implement the 
warnings." it said. 

Mr. Boulos said that if the 
ministry insists on closing the 
offices, he will appeal to 
Israel’s supreme court. 

Mr. Boulos said some of 
the offices oppose Jewish set- 
tlements and want to increase 
the Arab presence in 
Jerusalem, but “’there is noth- 
ing wrong in such goals and 
it not mean they are direcliv 
related to the Palestinian 
(National) Authority.” he 
told the Associated Press. 

He called the closure order 


Mr. Arman said the rebels 
had also seized the towns of 
Kaya and Gumuli on the 
border with Uganda. 

General Mohammad A I 
Sanousi Ahmad, 

spokesman for the 
Sudanese armed forces, 
confirmed the fighting at a 
press briefing here. 

“As of two o’clock this 
afternoon the fighting was 
going on and our troops 
were fighting fiercely and 
courageously,” he said. 

He repeared accusations 
made Sunday that Uganda 
was involved in the attacks 
on Kaya, and the towns of 
Bazi and Morobo on the 


sion” by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in an 
effort to appease hanJ-liners. 

The four offices ordered 
closed are used by the 
Jerusalem Welfare and 
Development Society, the 
national and Islamic Com- 
mittee to Confront Settle- 
ments. the Land Committee, 
and the Public Institutions 
Bureau. 

Israel claims that the 1995 
interim agreement on Pales- 
tinian autonomy limits PNA 
activities to self-rule areas of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Police posted warning 
orders on the offices on 
Wednesday, giving them 96 
hour; to shut down or face 
forced closure. The deadline 
was extended until Monday 
to enable Mr. Bulos to pre- 
sent his appeal. 


borders of Uganda and 
Zaire, a charge Kampala 
has denied. 

Gen. Ahmad suggested 
former Sudanese Premier 
Sadeq Al Mahdi was 
involved in planning the 
attacks on the towns, noting 
that "the acts of aggression 
came on the heels of a visit 
by Mahdi to Uganda." 

He added that Mr. Mahdi 
left Uganda after a meeting 
with Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni and 

SPLA leader John Garang , 
who. he said, remained 
behind until the beginning 

(Continued on page 7) 


EU proposes new formula 
to revive Syria-Israel talks 


a “ 'politically motivated deci- 

Fighting rages in Sudan 
after rebels claim gains 
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Kurdish 
rivals to 
hold talks 


ANKARA (AFP) — A steer- 
ing committee set up as part of 
a ceasefire agreement 
between rival Iraqi Kurd fac- 
tions will hold its first meeting 
here on Tuesday, a foreign 
ministry spokesman said on 
Monday. 

The meeting will be attend- 
ed by representatives of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
tKDP) and the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan t PUK) as well as 
the Turcoman Front, 
spokesman Sennet Atacanli 
said. 

The Turcomans, Iraqis of 
Turkish origin, were included 
as a neutral element in the 
ta|ks after ( pressure from 
Ankara. *' . 

On the ageheia ' wftT ,f fce 
moves to reestablish trust 
between the two ‘factions, cre- 
ation of a technical committee 
to facilitate aid activities and 
freedom of movement as well 
as health, education and trans- 
port matters, said Mr. Atacan- 
li. The parlies are also due to 
meet Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry officials and U.S. State 
Department official Robert 
Deutsch. who is due in Ankara 
on Monday. 

Representatives of the PUK 
and KDPhave met three times 
in Ankara since October in a 
bid to reach a peace accord in 
northern Iraq, where factional 
fighting has killed some 2.500 
people since May 1994. 

The rwo factions agreed to a 
ceasefire on October 23 under 
pressure from the United 
States but each has been 
accusing the other of violating 
the accord. 

Fighting flared in late 
August when the KDP. sup- 
ported by Iraqi troops, seized 
the main town of Erbil from 
the PUK and then pushed east 
toward lire Iranian border. 


Holy See and 
Libya set up 
diplomatic ties 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — 
The Vatican, despite U.S. 
reservations. established 
diplomatic relations Mon- 
day with Libya. 

The Vatican said it was 
satisfied that Libya, led by 
Muammar Qadhafi. had 
taken steps to protect free- 
dom of religion and that the 
development could help the 
Holy See play a role in 
bringing peace and stability 
to ' the Mediterranean 
region. 

•' Last month, the Vatican 
confirmed that it was nego- 
tiating to forge ties with 
Libya, which Washington 
accuses of sponsoring 
'■international terrorism.” 

“With the establishment 
of diplomatic ties with 
Libya, the Holy See intends 
to recognise the positive 
results obtained, with the 
cooperation of the Libyan 
authorities, in the sphere of 
freedom of religion,” said 
Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro- Vails. 

The Vatican’s relations 
with Tripoli have been 
strained in the past by 
Libya’s treatment of the 
Roman Catholic communi- 
ty. which numbers about 
50.000, in the country. 

In 1986. an Italian bishop 
who lives in Tripoli. Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, was 
detained for 10 days, along 
with four priests and a nun, 
by the Qadhafi regime. The 
detentions came during 
high tension between Libya 
and the West over the U.S. 
bombing earlier that year of 


Tripoli. 

TTie new diplomatic rela- 
tionship promises to 
encourage “the friendship 
and cooperation between 
Christians and Muslims of 
that nation,” the Vatican 
spokesman said. 

In addition, with the new 
ties, ’’the Holy See desires 
as well to take part in giv- 
ing a special impulse to 
political dialogue,” Mr. 
Navarro- Vails said, adding: 
“If is important that the 
southern shore of the 
Mediterranean becomes 
ever more a region of 
peace, stability and securi- 
ty-" 

U.S. officials, speaking 
on the grounds on 
anonymity, said last week 
that Washington had not 
been trying to dictate to the 
Vatican, but that it had 
made clear its reservations 
about the Holy See’s move 
to formalise ties. 

The U.S. embassy to the 
Vatican said it was 
informed in advance of 
Monday's announcement 
about the establishment of 
ties. 

Pope John Paul II named 
his apostolic nuncio in 
Malta. Archbishop Jose 
Sebastian La bo a. to serve 
in the same post in Libya. 

The Pope also named the 
Rev. Sylvester Carmel 
Magro, a Franciscan now 
posted in Tripoli, to serve 
as apostolic vicar in Beng- 
hazi, Libya’s second largest 
city. 



Demirel 

cautions 

Turkish 

military 

against 

politics 

ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkish President Suley- 
man Demirel warned 
Monday in an apparent 
message to Islamists 
against the pro-secular 
army being drawn into 
the political crisis 
sparked by a plan to 
crack down on religious 
extremists. 

"The military should 
not be drawn into politi- 
cal discussions ... or be 
forced to make political 
statements.” Mr. Demirel 
said in an interview with 
the local media. 

His warning came fol- 
lowing a communique 
issued Saturday by the 
army, which reiterated its 
commitment to democra- 
cy and denied criticism 
that it had been using 
powers beyond its consti- 
tutionally defined role. 

“The Turkish armed 
forces is extremely sensi- 
tive in determining the 
limits of its authority and 
responsibilities,” it said. 

Mr. Demirel defended 
the army communique 
saying that it was justi- 
fied considering rumours 
abounding about a coup 
d’etat. 

He also denounced 
Islamist publications for 
writing negatively about 
the army. 

“Some Islamist dailies 
slander the army on a 
regular basis," Mr. 
Demirel said. “This must 
stop.’’ 

His statement came 
amid a bitter row 
between Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan and the military- 
dominated national secu- 
rity council (MGK) over 
a 20-point-plan aimed at 
putting a stop to rising 
religious extremism. 

The deputy leader of 
Mr. Erbakan’s pro-Islam- 
ic Welfare Party said on 
Saturday that the govern- 
ment may not implement 
the 20-point-plan raised 
at a meeting of the MGK 
on Feb. 28 although Mr. 
Erbakan later signed it. 

‘There is no obligation 
for the government to 
implement the MGK res- 
olutions (which includes 
the military plan to curb 
creeping Islamisation) as 
they are." said Riza Ulu- 
cak in a new challenge 
against the army. 



RARE PIECE: A close-up view of a newly discovered 
andent statue of a woman carrying children on her lap 
is displayed during a news conference in Cairo on 
Monday. The 3,000-year-old inlaid statue is of unusual 
design and believed to be rare and ranked in quality 
with some of the best pieces in the Egyptian museum 
(Reuters photo) 


Iran, Syria engage in 
military cooperation 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is 
to help Syria to modernise 
its military technology as 
pan of a general defence 
cooperation agreement 
between the two countries, 
Iranian Defence Minister 
Mohammad Foruzandeh 
said Monday. 

Mr. Foruzandeh. who 
visited Syria last month, 
told the English-language 
daily Tehran Times that 
the agreements “will 
determine ' the re 
defense ' cooperation'’ 
between the two countries. 

“Iran is to cooperate 
with Syria in modernising 
its military facilities,” he 
said without giving further 
details. 

The Iranian official, 
however, praised Syria's 
military potential, saying 
the country’s army was 
equipped with “the latest 
defence technology." 

Iran considers Syria as 
its main strategic ally in 
the Middle East 

Mr. Foruzandeh also 
said the two countries had 
pledged to support resis- 
tance against Israeli occu- 
pation of Arab land. “We 
agreed on curbing any fur- 
ther aggression by Zionist 
occupiers,” he added. Iran 
said last month its defence 
minister’s visit to Syria 
was aimed at “strenghten- 
ing strategic cooperation.” 

Russian official 
due in Syria 

A top official with a 


state-owned Russian 
weapons and military 
equipment company is 
expected in Syria later this 
week to discuss possible 
sales, a diplomat said 
Monday. 

General Mikhail Timkin 
is due to hold talks on Fri- 
day with senior Syrian 
officials about issues 
“linked to the company’s 
business,” the source said. 

l^ilitafy .expens . arrived 
lasL vyeek in , Syria .to pre- 
pare for , Mr. , Timkin,’ s 
week-long visit. ,. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aretz reported last 
week that Russia has 
agreed to a Syrian request 
to upgrade its armed 
forces, saying Damascus 
had identified three priori- 
ty areas for modernisation 
— air defences, army and 
air force. 

In April 1994, Syria and 
Russia signed an accord 
enabling Moscow to 
resume arms sales to Syria 
after they were suspended 
in 1991 following the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 

The diplomatic source 
also said Syria's $10 bil- 
lion debt with Russia 
would be up for discussion 
when a Russian economic 
delegation visits in April. 

“The positions of the 
two sides are close and 
there is a willingness to 
cancel about 80 percent of 
the debt.” which is owed 
for arms purchases from 
the former Soviet Union. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE reconnects phone lines to Iraq 

DUBAI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) .has 
reestablished direct phone lines with Iraq for the first time 
since Baghdad invaded Kuwait in August 1990, the state 
telecommunications company Etisala t said Monday. The 
lines were connected on Thursday, the company said, which 
published a list of 19 towns and regions in Iraq that can now 
be called from the UAE, along with tariffs. Baghdad. Basra, 
Dohuk, Kirkuk, Kaibala. Al Najafr Ninive, Ramadi. TDait 
are among the cities and towns listed, along with Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah in Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq. Calls 
originating from Baghdad, however, remain cut, according 
to telephone customers in the Iraqi capital. Except for Oman, 
all the other Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries — 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the UAE and Qatar, cut direct calls to 
Iraq after it invaded fellow’ GCC member Kuwait. Calls 
could, however, still be made to Iraq through the operator. 
Qatar reconnected direct phone lines with Iraq after the two 
countries reestablished diplomatic relations in 1992. 

Silk Route travellers arrive in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Five explorers travelling with a caravan 
of camels along the legendary Silk Route linking East and 
West have arrived in northeastern Iran, newspapers reported 
Monday. The five have been on the road for the past nine 
months on the famous trade route linking China and Turkey. 
The route was the key to prosperity and economic power in 
this part of the world until the 17th century. The three Turks, 
an Uzbek and an American have handed messages from 
Turkish President Suleiman Demirel to the heads of states 
they have crossed. In Tehran, a similar note will be forward- 
ed to Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani in an 
official ceremony. The messages written on goatskins con- 
tain calls for "friendship and cooperation" between the coun- 
tries situated along the route, according to the group's 
spokesman, Aref Ashjeh. Mr. Ashjeh said several camels in 
their caravan had perished from fatigue since their departure 
from China. The American traveller is a student of Islamic 
studies in a university in Istanbul. Iran and Turkmenistan 
inaugurated a 165-kilometre railway on their common bor- 
der last May, completing the last missing link in the new Silk 
Route. 

Iraq plans general census this year 

CAIRO (AP) — Iraq announced on Monday that it will con- 
duct a general census during the third quarter of this year. 
The official Iraqi News Agency quoted the head of the plan- 
ning commission, Hassan Abdul Munim, as saying the cen- 
sus will be expanded to include information about housing 
units, commercial buildings, agriculture property, distribu- 
tion of the work force and other social factors. The last cen- 
sus. conducted in 1987 when Iraq was at war with Iran, put 
the country's population at more than 16 million. The current 
estimate is above 20 million. Iraq's population 70 years ago. 
according to the first census, was less than 3 million. The 
agency, which was monitored in Cairo, did not say how the 
census will be carried out in three Kurdish-controlled cities 
in the north or in the country's southern marshes, where dis- 
sident Shiites take refuge. 

Bahrain sends aid to Iran quake victims 

' MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — BS&ain on Monday sent food 
‘ and clothes to Iran to help the victims -of- last week's -devas- 
tating earthquake. Mubarak AlTfladi. executive director of 
Bahrain's Red Crescent SocietyTStid that a ship left Mina 
Salman port with containers carrying nearly 70 tonnes of 
food and clothing. The donations were made in response to 
appeals from Iran at the direction of the island's ruler, Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa, the official Gulf News Agency 
said. The shipment will reach Iran's Bandar Abbas port in 
about two days, Mr. Hadi said. Iran has received more than 
$1.6 million in cash and other donations from Norway, the 
United Kingdom, Denmark, Japan, Germany, Switzerland, 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries and var- 
ious U.N. agencies. The earthquake in northwestern Iran 
measured 6.1 on the Richter scale and killed nearly 1,000 
people according to official estimates. Aid workers suspect 
the figure is closer to 3.000. Scores of villages have been 
destroyed, and survivors have had to cope with cold and 
windy winter weather. 

Omani air force chief to visit Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Oman's air force chief Mohamad Ben 
Mahfouz Al Arezi is due to visit here on Tuesday to discuss 
boosting political and military ties with Iran, the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA reported Monday. Mr. Mahfouz 
is to hold talks with Iranian Defence Minister Mohammad 
Foruzandeh and army officials, it said His visit is aimed at 
strenghtening "friendship and political and military ties." the 
agency added. Oman has good relations with Iran and is the 
only Gulf state to maintain military links with Iran. An 
Omani warship visited the southern Gulf port of Bushehr in 
June 1995 for the first time since Iran's 1979 revolution. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773 U 1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Cartoon — Budgie -The 
Littie Helicopter 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 


14:30 

15:00. 

16:00 

16:30 

Super Sports Follies 

17:00 
17:15 , 

Preserving for the Taste of ii 

18:00. 

19:30 

French Programmes 

19:35 

Brown 

20:00 

20:30 

Comedy — Murphy 
Super Stars of Action 

21:10 

22:00 

r>:25 

The Nature of Things 

News in English 

23:00 


] 

04:31 

PRAYER TIMES 



11:46 


15:07. 

17:44.. 


19:00.. 



CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Siveifieh. Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman international Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 
English-speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

61419ft. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deptirt- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise becoming slightly above 
average. Clouds will appear at 
different altitudes with winds 
southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


Amman - <34/18 

Aqaba - 09/22 

Deserts .02/20 

Jordan Valley .08/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman i 7. Aqaba 21 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 30 per cent, 
Aqaba 37 percenL 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab — 602507 
Dc AymanAJ Mohtaseb 875748 

Dt J amal Jharah S4735I 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 885446 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ....637055 

Ai S alam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

CRB ED: 

Dr. MazenAbuBakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy I—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya’coubAiKhatBb99J772 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...63711 1 

Civil Defence Dept -661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue..- 630341 


CivD Defence Emergency .. ] 99 
Rescue Pofice 192, 621 III, 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.... .630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints —....661 176 
Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints - 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaDs .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — .774 1 1 1 

Water Authority ... 6S01Q0 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 0S- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. —64428 1/6 

Aldleh Maternity 64244 1 fl 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .-.607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 661227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AJ-AhH, AbdaD 6641 64/6 

Italian. ATMuh^jreen 777 101/3 

Ai-Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Marita ..........89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital -674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al HIkma Modern Hospital 

- - -(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bas ma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

-(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

- (02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 


AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 - .Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 —Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 - _..Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:05 .Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 .Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55. London (RJ) 

16:00 -...New Delhi (add) (RJ) 

16:20 - Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 -Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

21:20 ... -..Cairo (add) (RJ) . 

Other Flights 

05:05 — -....London (KJ) 

13:30.- — Kiev (6U) 

14:05 ....Munich (YP) 

16:30 .Rome (AZ) 

18:15 .... JDubai, Damascus (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20*30 Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Tel Aviv |'LY) 

23:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

2339 Aden (TY) 

0035 — -...Bucharest (RO) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
17:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:45 ..Marks, Aqaba (add) (RJ) 
0630 Beirut (RJ) 


08:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
11:05 Amsterdam, Montreal, 
Toronto (RD 

11:15 — Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 


12:00. 

12:10 

— Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:15. 

12:15. 

London (RJ) 

12-JO. 

17:30 

2OJ0 

- —Frankfurt (RJ) 

Cairo (add) (RJ) 

20 JO. 

_ Jeddah fRJ) 

20:40 — —Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 —Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
22:00 Kuala Lumpur. Sing^iore (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:30 -London (KJ) 

14- VI 


15:45. 

17:40. 

Munich (YP) 

. Ronn*(AZ) 

19:15 

Dubai (EK) 

21:30 

— . Cairo (MS) 



00:40 

(KL) 

01:00. 

Damascus. Amsterdam 

ni*w 


07:45. 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

07:00. 

--Aqaba (RW) 


fflJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pun. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO am. 
every Sunday 

Art Amman 5:00 pun. every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple— 

Banana—, 


— 700/500 
— 600/600 


17:35 .—.-...Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (RW) 


Cabhaee. liflrtn 

Carrot 

..—200/100 

Cauliflower- — , 

Cucumber (large) 

— .260/180 
260/1 jn 

Cucumber (small). 

Eggplant- 

Fava beans - 

380/200 

. — 240/120 
—.550/400 

17QMU)n 

Grape fruit 

180/120 

Lemon 


Marrow (large)— 240/120 

Marrow (small) 430/250 

Onion (green) . 220/140 

Onion (drv)_ J50/2Dft 

Orange „ 

- -48Q/30Q 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

— 850/600 
400/200 

Potato 

—340/200 

Radish .... 

ims 

Spinach 

String beans.- 

Tomato 

...... 950/600 

— 340/200 
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Queen arrives in France to 


Seminar covers women’s status in the media 


•inaugurate ‘Jordanian Season’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor arrived Monday for a two-day visit to 
launch the Jordanian Season in France, a 
Royal Court statement said. 

The season, which grew out of conversa- 
tions over the past few years between 
Queen Noor and Bernadette Chirac, to 
introduce Jordanian contemporary art, 
handicrafts and history to the French and 
European public, will extend from March 
1 1 until December and include various cul- 
tural, scientific and intellectual pro- 
grammes - 

The "‘Voyage en Jordanie” exhibition at 
the Hotel de Ville, which the Queen and 
Mme. Chirac are to inaugurate Tuesday, 
will exhibit the works of contemporary Jor- 
danian artists, antiquities, a selection of 
Palestinian and Jordanian traditional dress- 
. es, carpets and objects from the famous col- 
® lection of Widad Kawar of Jordan as well 
as an exhibition of photographs of Petra 
taken by various French photographers 
since the mid- 1800s. 

There wi]/ also be nine 6th- 7th century 
mosaic friezes from churches in Jerash and 
Khiibet A1 Samra, the statement said. 

The following day. the Queen and Mme. 
Chirac will open an exhibition of Jordanian 
handicrafts at the famous Le Printemps 
store, which will also include a selection of 
traditional Palestinian and Jordanian dress- 
es. 

The Noor Ai Hussein Foundation’s Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Centre worked with 
Le Printemps to organise this exhibition of 
handicraft products of several noo-govem- 
mental organisations (NGOs) in the coun- 
try, the statement said. 

Between June and October, the Institut du 
Monde Arabe will host an exhibition enti- 
tled: "Jordanian Archaeology: Science at 
the Service of History.” 


This will include reconstructions of exca- 
vations of major archaeological sites in Jor- 
dan. and will highlight excavation and 
analysis techniques. These will cover the 
Paleolithic. Persian, Hellenic, Biblical, 
Roman, Nabataean, Byzantine and 
Umayyad periods and will demonstrate 
how science has been used to protect, 
restore, and understand what has been 
bequeathed to us from past civilisations. 

The exhibition will contain the Dead Sea 
Copper Scrolls from Qumran that were dis- 
covered during excavations of caves around 
the north-western shores of the Dead Sea, 
beginning in 1949 after the first scrolls 
were discovered by bedouins in a cave 
there. It will also include the unique Ain 
Ghazal statues, which date back 9,000 
years ago and are considered to be the old- 
est human sculptures in the world. 

Later in the year, the Maison de Cultures 
du Monde will host performances of the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation’s National 
Music Conservatory. 

In addition, there will also be political 
and economic colloquiums, organised by 
Le Centre d’ Etudes et de Recherche sur le 
Moyen Orient Contemporain (CERMOC'l 
at the Institut du Monde Arabe as well as an 
economic colloquium organised by the Jor- 
danian Ministry of Industry and Trade, the 
Jordanian Investment Promotion Company, 
the Jordanian Business Association and the 
Centre National du Patronat Frangais. 

Queen Noor. who was accompanied by 
Senator Leila Sharaf and her advisors 
In'ara Mufti and LinaToukan, was received 
by Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Saleh Irsheidat. Jordanian Ambassador 
Sharif Fawaz Sharaf and Mrs. Sharaf and 
French Ambassador Bernard Bajolet, 


Engineers lauded for 
distinguished work 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
-J Majesty King Hussein 
Monday conferred medals 
on two Jordanian engineers 
for their distinguished work 
in the construction of the 
new Palace of Justice inau- 
gurated last November. in 
Abdali district. 

King Hussein conferred 
Al Kawkab Medal of v fhup 
; Third: Order on Amjad Abii 
Aisheh, a. contractor fqfc5*£ : 
Mohammad Ahmad Com- 
pany, and the Independence 
Medal of the Third Order 
on Hani Sunnaa, the direc- 
tor of the project. The 
medals were presented to 
the engineers by Minister 
of Public Works and Hous- 
ing Abdul Hadi Majali at 
the minister's office. 

Addressing a ceremony in 
the engineers' honour, Mr. 
Majali said that the Palace 
of Justice was built in tradi- 
tional Islamic style and was 
a remarkable edifice that 
reflects the skills of its 
designers and builders. 


The medal recipients 
voiced their gratitude to the 
King and said that such a 
Royal honour is the pride of 
all those who were involved 
in the construction of the 
building. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that Amman’s 
1 1 courts, currently occu- 
pying space in different 
parts of city, will soon relo 
cate to the new JD 14 mil- 
lion building. 

The seven storey struc- 
ture has a total area of 
47,000 square metres and is 
adjoined by different facili- 
ties and a large parking 
area. 

The courts to be relocated 
are the Courts of the First 
Instance. Magistrate, Cus- 
toms, Land, State-owned 
Estates, Amman Munici- 
pality Income Tax, and 
Criminal, as well as 
Appeals, Cassation and the 
Higher Court of Justice. 


Czech girls 
choir to 
perform 
twice more 

.AMMAN (J.T.) — Sev- 
erScek, the Czech girls 
choir, which performed 
in Amman last night at 
the Prince Hassan Audi- 
torium of the University 
of Jordan, will hold two 
more performances 
tomorrow and Thursday. 

The choir, with nearly 
40 years of history in 
entertaining audiences in 
the Czech Republic and 
abroad, will sing at the 
Prince Hassan Auditori- 
um at 11:00 a.m. for 
schoolchildren and 
Thursday at 6:30 p.ra. for 
the general public at the 
Moses Memorial Church 
at Mount Nebo. 

Their repertoire 

includes children's and 
folk songs of various 
nations, spiritual music 
from choruses of the 
renaissance, baroque, 
classical and romantic 
periods, and modern 
compositions by Palestri- 
na, Bach. Myslivecek, 
Schumann, 

Mendelssohn. Smetana, 
Dvorak. Prokofiev, Brit- 
ten. and contemporary 
Czech composers Eben. 
Humik, Raichle and 
Novak. 

Sever&ek has pro- 
duced several records 
and CDs, radio broad- 
casts and television 
shows. The girls also 
perform with the opera in 
their hometown of 
Liberec. 

Many Czech profes- 
sional singers, instru- 
mentalists and music 
teachers gained their first 
experience in music 
singing with Severfcek. 

In feet, Severacek is 
more than one choir 
there are three preparato- 
ry choirs with a total of 
approximately 180 chil- 
dren, a concert choir of 
around 90 children and a 
girls chamber choir of 24 
1 5-1 9-year-olds. The 
former is the one that 
will perform at Mount 
Nebo. 

The choir is led by con- 
ductors Milan Uherek. 
who together with his 
wife founded Severicek 
in 195S, and Lukds 
Cerny. 

The performance is 
presented by the Nation- 
al Music Conservatory of 
Noor Al Hussein Foun- 
dation and the Czech 
embassy in Amman, in 
cooperation with Radis- 
son SAS Hotel Amman 
(the Philadelphia Hotel). 


What’s Going On 


FIFTH THEATRE FESTIVAL 

. * Two plays entitled “The Revolt of the Blacks” and 
.‘’Head of Maraluk Jaber" at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
7i00 p:m. and 8:30 respectively 

FILM 

British film “Far Voices” at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. 


0 . CONCERT 

^Performance by Severacek Girls Choir at the Univer- 
sity t)f Jordan, Al Hassan Ben TaJal Auditorium on 
"Wednesday at 1 1:00 a.m. (for schools only). 


r r_ : y. 

'A. 


£.V. - lectures 

" ^ ‘"Functional Aspects of the Lute in the Frescos of 
Qaser ‘Amia" by Dr. Ricardo Eicbmann at the Friends of 
Archaeology Centre at 6:30 p.ra. (Tel. 696682). - - 

L^^The Projected Jordanian-European Partnership 
-jifteuttnir by Dr. Nabil Amman at the Orthodox Club. 
"ASSdoun at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

i A UNHCR TJhoto exhibition by Braz^an/lrendi 
fotographer Sebastiao Salgado at Forte Grand Hotel. 

tuft March 15. . j rLn" « -• 

i*- .Works by Paris-based Syrian artist Ziad Dalloul at 
prat Al Funun, Jabal Weihdeh, until April 3. Also dis- 
works by contemporary Arab artists. 
*-$cutprmes b}' Zaki Sahara at Baladna Art Gallery, 

tetiens Street (Tel- 687598), until March 15. 



Amman Mayor Abbadi addresses a conference dealing with women’s participation 
and representation in the media (Petra photo) 


By Rana Hussein] 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With the 
themes of justice, liberty 
and trust a two-day work- 
shop entitled “Women's 
Status in the Media” con- 
vened Monday. 

Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi, who opened 
the event at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (RCC). criti- 
cised some of the media in 
his opening speech, stating: 
"1 question as to why some 
of the press still insists on 
using women's bodies as a 
mean of marketing and 
earning profit. 

*‘I also do not see how 
some could believe that 
women should be looked at 
as simply reproductive 
warehouses or mere home 
servants ,” the mayor said. 

Dr. Abbadi also expressed 
his sorrow over continuous 
violent practices against 
women such as murdering 
women in the name of hon- 
our. a practice which he 
described as stemming 
from the Jahilyyah days 
[the era before Islam). 

He added that the media 
bears part of the responsi- 


bility, and should not pub- 
lish or strengthen some of 
these antiquated concepts. 

President of the Women's 
Committee at the Jordan 
Press Association (/PA) 
M ah as sen Imam stated that 
women’s organisations 
should collaborate with 
each other in order to 
improve women’s collec- 
tive status. 

“Our first step was build- 
ing bridges with the Jor- 
danian Women's Union 
(JWU) as our goals and 
responsibilities are similar 
and we have a long and dif- 
ficult path to achieve liber- 
ty and obtain our full rights 
in all fields." she said. 

JWU President Asma 
Khader also reviewed sev- 
eral existing Jaws which are 
considered to discriminate 
against women, such as the 
civil law. the passport law 
and others. 

“In order for us to cele- 
brate “Women's 

International Day. we must 
work on ending all forms of 
violence and discrimina- 
tion against women” she 
stated. 

Two reports were present- 
ed in the morning by for- 


mer information ministers. 
Ma'en Abu Nuwar. who 
presented a paper entitled 
“Women journalists in the 
year 2001). reality and per- 
spectives.” and Jawad 
Anani who presented a 
paper entitled "The media 
institution and their role in 


improving women’s >ta- 
ius." 

In the evening. Musa 
Azrui. front the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, pre- 
sented a paper entitled 
‘The media institution and 
its role in improving 
women’s status.” while 


Jumana Mjali from Jordan 
Radio and Television pre- 
sented a paper on "The 
reality and picture of 
women in Jordanian radio.” 
The conference was 
organised by the JWU and 
the women’s committee at 
the JPA. 


Officials attempt to combat illicit lottery schemes 


‘Egyptians unlawfully working in 
Kingdom given grace period to 
legalise status or return home’ 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Anti- 
Corruption Department 
(ACD) has announced 
plans to combat "fraud and 
swindling" by intercepting 
incoming and outgoing lot- 
tery mail, ACD officials 
said Monday. 

Combining efforts with 
the Ministry of Post and 
Communications, the ACD 
will seize mail with obvi- 
ous connections to lottery 
companies from abroad 
and hold it at the ministry, 
they said. 

“We are trying to elimi- 
nate this problem, hun- 
dreds of letters are still 
arriving,” an ACD official, 
requesting anonynuty. told 
the Jordan Times. 

According to officials, 
the majority of lottery and 
raffle tickets which Jorda- 
nians have been purchas- 
ing of late are part of large 
scam that has cost citizens 
millions. 

Lottery participants must 
write their name, address, 
and bank account number 
on the ticket, transfer a 
sum of JD 5, and in some 
cases more, to the player 
whose name appears in the 
first box of the ticket, and 
finally transfer an addition- 


al sum to the sponsoring 
company's bank account. 

The player will then 
receive three rickets which 
he must sell, each with his 
name in the first box. thus 
continuing the game and 
receiving back the amount 
spent on the ticket. 

“During our investiga- 
tions we have not found 
one lottery winner.” the 
ACD official said. “Where 
is the money going?” 

Most of the lottery 
offices were operating 
illicitly, without the anteri- 
or endorsement of the 
Ministry of Industry' and 
Trade, he added. 

Jordanian law requires 
that lottery offices both 
establish permanent head- 
quarters and procure the 
endorsement of the Min- 
istry of Industry and Trade, 
an informed source said. 

“Our law forbids the 
exploitation of people, and 
as a branch of the govern- 
ment we must protect these 
citizens” the official said. 
“Seven of these unlawful 
offices in the Kingdom 
have been closed." 

Acting on the complaint 
of a Jordanian who 
received a lottery form 
from abroad, the ACD 
escalated their investiga- 
tion and resolved to inter- 


cept lottery ud\ertisemems 
and hold them both at the 
post office and the Min- 
istry of Post and Commu- 
nications. he explained. 

“We then call the people 
to whom the letters were 
addressed and inform them 
that they may come and 
pick up their money or let- 
ter.” the official main- 
tained. “When they come 
to retrieve their mail we 
inform them of the likeli- 
hood of a scam.” 

When the Jordan Times 
questioned ACD officials 
as to whether they had the 
right to intercept mail and 
judge whether citizens 
■should or should not par- 
ti'cipate, these same offi- 
cials described their man- 
'date “as a necessary evil to 
protect those citizens who 
are being cheated.” 

While the ACD has man- 
aged to close lottery 
offices, operating illegally, 
many people are replicat- 
ing rickets in an attempt to 
recover lost money, the 
official said. 

The ACD also plans on 
combating the "scam" 
through media announce- 
ments. he concluded. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Egyptian 
workers have until the end of 
May to obtain legal work per- 
mit in Jordan, otherwise 
they must leave the Kingdom 
immediately. Minister of 
Labour Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh announced 
Monday. 

Speaking upon his return to 
Amman from a Cairo meet- 
ing organised by the 
International Labour Organi- 
sation (ILO). Dr. Shakhanbeh 
explained that the new 
arrangement was ratified dur- 
ing talks with Egyptian 
authorities. 

• These authorities asserted 
that tens of thousands of 
Egyptian citizens, currently 
living in Jordan, have demon- 
strated a desire to return 
home but are unable to do so 
as heavy fines are levelled for 
staying in the Kingdom 
longer than their visits legal- 
ly sanction, the minister told 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 

He affirmed that agreement 
was reached with the author- 
ities in Cairo ro gram these 
workers a grace period, end- 
ing May 31. io leave ihe coun- 
try without financial penalty. 


However, subsequent to 
that date, the Jordanian gov- 
ernment will take measures 
to evict worker; without 
valid documents from Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh had told 
the Jordan Times last month 
that an estimated 280.00U 
Egyptians work in Jordan, 
the majority of which, he 
stated, do so unlawfully. 

Among the measures dis- 
cussed and ratified with the 
Egyptian government was the 
prohibition of Egyptians to 
travel to Jordan unless they 
hol'd valid ' work permits 
obtained through the Jordan- 
ian Labour Ministry and 
approved by the Egyptian 
embassy in Amman, he said. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh added that 
Egyptians passing in transit 
through Jordan to a third 
country, including Saudi Ara- 
bia for the pilgrimage, should 
hold supporting documents 
for their trip as well as return 
tickets. 

The Egyptian authorities 
will announce these mea- 
sures jo Egyptians planning 
lo travel abroad as well as 
those currently living in Jor- 
dan. he said. 


Maize to be retested 


Two men expected to have 
been executed at dawn today 


By Ghalia AJul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 50.000 
tonnes of maize, judged 
to be contaminated two 
weeks ago. will undergo a 
second round of tests. 
Minister of Supply Munir 
Sobar told tne Jordan 
Times Monday. 

The minister said the 
maize, imported from the 
United States at the cost 
of approximately JD 8 
million, was found to be 
contaminated with bacte- 
ria. 

However, he added, a 
committee, representing 
the ministries of supply 
and agriculture and the 
Jordanian Institution for 
Standardisation and 
Metrology, was formed to 
conduct the second round 
of tests to confirm that 
the produce is indeed 
unfit for consumption. 

“If the maize is proved 
contaminated, the min- 
istry' will return it to the 
United States,” Mr. 
Sobar said. “[However], 
if it is proved fit for ani- 
mal consumption, we will 
allow it to be sold in the 
market,” 

He denied reports 
accusing the ministry of 
selling contaminated 
maize" to fanners and 
stressed that the produce 
in question is still in 
Aqaba, and that the maize 
available at the ministry's 
warehouses is “complete- 
ly fit for consumption." 

“The amount stored in 
our warehouses was test- 
ed and proved fit for ani- 


mal consumption” the 
minister asserted. 

Al Dustour Arabic daily 
yesterday quoted official 
sources as saying that the 
ministry recently stopped 
granting import licences 
to merchants “in an 
attempt to force them to 
buy the huge amount of 
maize available at its 
warehouses in instal- 
ments.” 

The minister told the 
Jordan Times that the pri- 
vate sector was previous- 
ly allowed to import 
maize, but stated that 
merchants took advan- 
tage of the situation to 
sell the cereal at lower 
prices, causing the min- 
istry “huge losses.” 

The ministry, Mr. Sobar 
asserted, lowered maize 
prices from JD 160 per 
tonne to JD 140 per tonne 
in line with international 
market prices. 

“But the private sector 
undersold the ministry.” 
he said. 

"This resulted in a sur- 
plus of maize in the min- 
istry’s storehouses, 
prompting us to halt pri- 
vate sector imports until 
the quantity is sold.” Mr. 
Sobar added. 

"We will allow mer- 
chants to import maize in 
two months after we sell 
all the amount stored in 
our warehouses,” he 
added. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tinic\ 

AMMAN — Two men are 
expected to have been exe- 
cuted at dawn today at 
Swaqa prison for the 
attempted rape and murder 
of two women in separate 
incidents in 1 996 and 
1992. according to judicial 
sources. 

The executions will be 
the first to be implemented 
in the Kingdom since the 
beginning of the year. 

One of the convicted 
inert. Abdul Fatah 
Mustafa, 24. was sen- 
tenced to death in Novem- 
ber 1996 for the murder 
and attempted rape of 
(man Yassin, a physician at 
the Islamic Hospital, on 
Aug. 1 1 of that year in the 
Tiaa' Al A!i area of 
Amman. 

Court documents stated 
that Mr. Mustafa, a former 
guard and maintenance 
worker at the Fardous 
Housing Complex, where 
the victim resided, moni- 
tored her apartment with 
the intention of sexually- 
assaulting her “even if he 
had to kill her.” 

On the night of the mur- 
der. court transcripts said. 
Mr. Mustafa consumed 
alcohol, broke into Dr. 
Yassin’s apartment and 
attempted to rape her. 

A struggle ensued 
between the two. the 
wuman started to scream 
and Mr. Mustafa strangled 
her. the court said. 


Mr. Mustafa, who con- 
fessed and re-enacted his 
crime, retracted his earlier 
confessions and told the 
coun in October that his 
intent was not to kill the 
woman but was. rather, 
taken by surprise. 

The father of the victim 
refused to drop charges in 
court and instead asked 
that Mr. Mustafa be 
hanged in public in front 
of Al Husseini Mosque in 
downtown Amman. 

The second man. expect- 
ed to be executed is Salem 
Abu Sidreh. 27, who was 
sentenced to death by the 
Criminal Court in July of 
1996 for killing Avsheh 
Ghawanmeh. 17. in the 
pastures of Marka 
Shamalia area. 

According to court docu- 
ments. the convicted who 
was a shepherd knew the 
victim, also a shepherd, 
and as their relationship 
developed he promised to 
marry' her. 

On the morning of the 
murder, court transcripts 
said. Mr. Abu Sidreh met 
with the woman in the pas- 
ture and started making 
sexual advances and kiss- 
ing her. 

Ms. Ghawanmeh started 
struggling and fighting Mr. 
Abu Sidreh. who pinned 
her to the ground in an 
attempt to rape her, the 
coun said. 

“She managed to escape 
from his grasp and started 
mnning and screaming for 
help, but Mr. Abu Sidreh 


followed her. drew a knife 
and stabbed her several 
times while she was run- 
ning and begging for her 
life, until she fell to the 
ground.” the coun said. 

Minutes later, another 
shepherd. Suleiman Junta, 
a friend of Mr. Abu Sidreh. 
passed by and saw the 
woman lying on the 
ground in a pool of blood. 

"Mr. Abu Sidreh threat- 
ened his friend and held a 
knife to his throat, stating 
that he would kill hint if he 
informed anyone." the 
court said. 

Three years later, the 
court added. Mr. Junta 
informed the cousin of the 
victim of the incident, who 
informed the authorities. 

He was booked on Apr. 
30. 1995. confessed to 
authorities and re-enacted 
his crime. 

An autopsy performed 
on Ms. Ghawanmeh ’> 
body indicated that she 
was stabbed eight times. 

The court said that it 
relied on the testimony of 
the convicted man as well 
as Mr. Junta's testimony in 
court. 

A Royal Decree was 
recently issued approving 
both death sentences. 

Last year, a total of 10 
people were executed in 
Jordan for various crimes- 
by the Criminal Court. 
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Zaire rebels: Kisangani surrounded 


‘negotiations must precede ceasefire’ 


WALIKALE. Zaire l Agen- 
cies i — Zairian rebels said 
Monday ihey had closed in 
from three sides on the key 
go\ ern men i-cont rolled city 
of Kisaneani. and that they 
will not stop fighting until 
President Mobutu Sese 
Seko begins negotiations. 

"The ciiv of Kisangani is 
now surrounded by five 
columns lof soldiers i from 
the north, the south and the 
east." rebel spokesman 
Nvembwe Ka/a«ii. speaking 
from Dar Es Salaam. Tan- 
zania. said. "We left the cor- 
ridor to the west open for 
civilians and Zairian sol- 
diers to lice.'* 

Kisangani, spreading on 
two sides on the Zaire Ri- 
\cr. hail nol been encircled 
from all four sides, and tile 
ten uin would nuke it diffi- 
cult in do so. 

Earlier, the rebel radio 
Voice of the People, broad- 
casting from die eastern city 
of Coma on the border with 
Rwanda, said the soldiers 
were fleeing the city 

Kisangani is one of the 
largest cities in the Central 
Afiican country, with an in- 
jcmalional airpon. and has 
sen ed as the army’s local 
headquarters lor an unsuc- 
cessful counter-offensive 
against the six-month insur- 
gency. 

Mr. Ka/adi said wealthy 
tv si dents had been charter- 


ing planes from the govern- 
ment-controlled Zaire ex- 
press to fly them out of Ki- 
sangani. 

He said units of Zairian 
soldiers and mercenaries, 
most of them Serbs, were 
still inside the city. “So far. 
they haven't reacted." he 
said. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the rebel 
claim. All U.N. and private 
aid workers withdrew from 
Kisangani two weeks ago. 

The rebels of the Alliance 
of Democratic Forces for 
the Liberation of Congo- 
Zairv have given a March 
I? deadline for government 
soldiers to desert the army 
and join their ranks. Other- 
wise they are to be consid- 
ered “traitors." 

Although Mr. Mobutu has 
backed a L'.N. -designated 
ceasefire proposal to end the 
rebels' advance. Mr. Kazadi 
said Sunday that talks hud to 
come before the fighting 
would stop. 

“We won't stop the war 
until we begin negotia- 
tions." he said. "We have to 
sit down and negotiate any 
ceasefire.” 

Since September, the re- 
bels have captured a 1.450- 
kilometre swath of eastern 
Zaire. Their main demand is 
that Mr. Mobutu, who dur- 
ing 31 years of corrupt and 
dictatorial rule has left most 


of Zaire's people impover- 
ished. must resign. They 
have consistently said face- 
to-face negotiations with 
Mr. Mobutu must come 
before a ceasefire. 

On Saturday. Dutch De- 
velopment Minister Jan 
Pronk met rebel leader 
Laurent Kabila in Goma and 
said he had agreed to accept 
a U.N. plan for a ceasefire. 

.As the rebels waited out- 
side Kisangani, Mr. Kazadi 
said they were providing 
safe passage to Rwandan 
Hutu refugees fleeing the 
fighting. 

"Those that came back to 
us are in good hands," he 
said. "We are committed to 
providing safe corridors." 

Many of the refugees in 
the region are Rwandan Hu- 
ms who fled their country 
fearing reprisals for the 
1 994 state-sponsored 
slaughter in that country of 
a half-million people, most 
of them minority Tutsis. 

In Nairobi. Kenya. World 
Food Programme spokes- 
woman Michele Quintaglie 
said refugees fleeing the 
Tingi-Tingi camp, w’hich 
the rebels took March 1. 


almost abandoned refugee 
camp Sunday. 

Several hundred people, 
some of them children, had 
been left behind in the 
camp, according to a report 
by British Broadcasting 
Corp. 

U.N. officials said the 
people left behind had been 
the old. the young and the 
sick. 

In Paris. French Emergen- 
cy Humanitarian Aid Mi- 
nister Xavier Emmanuelli 
issued an “alert" Monday 
over the situation of tens of 
thousands of refugees flee- 
ing rebels in a camp in east- 
ern Zaire. 

Speaking after a visit to 
the Ubundu camp he said 
the refugees faced death 
through starvation, illness 
or at the hands of rebel 
killers if they did not 
receive aid urgently. 

“Without organised and 
secure aid men. women and 
children are condemned ... 
to die of hunger, exhaustion, 
illness or be killed by those 
who have been chasing 
them for more than three 
months." he said in a state- 



Rwandan refugees too weak or sick to flee when 
advancing Zairean rebels captured the area one week 
ago, lie within the deserted camp of Tingi Tingi. United 
Nations agencies are looking at ways to repatriate the 
several hundred refugees still in the camp back to 
Rwanda (Reuter photo) 


were continuing to arrive in 
Ubundu. 95 kilometres 
south of Kisangani. The 
camp held 170.000 refugees 
when it was overtaken by 
the rebels. 

A U.N. team flew to the 


mem. 

Mr. Emmanuelli. who vis- 
ited Ubundu Sunday, was 
due to leave for the Zairean 
capital Kinshasa later Mon- 
day to meet authorities, aid 
officials and French non- 
governmental organisations. 


He put the number of re- 
fugees at the Ubundu camp 
at between 30.000 and 
40,000 and said some had 
complained about mistreat- 
ment. They were suffering 
from illnesses including 
malaria and respiratory 


problems, he said. 

A French-chartered plane 
carrying 40 tonnes of aid 
arrived in the Zairean town 
of Kisangani Monday, he 
said, adding that it’ was 
planned to transport the aid 
to the Ubundu camp. 


Taiwan airliner hijacked to China 


BEIJING iRl — An unem- 
ployed Taiwanese journalist 
Mon Jay doused himself 
w ith petrol aboard a Taiwan 
airliner and hijacked the 
plane to China where he 
requested political asylum, 
officials said. 

The Boeing 757 airliner, 
carry ing 1 50 passengers 
and six crew, was on its way- 
back lo Taiwan after land- 
ing safely in the southeast- 
ern city of Xiamen. 

Chinese, police said rhe 
suspect, identified by Tai- 
wan as Liu Shan-Cluing. 45, 
was being held in Xiamen 
lor questioning. 

"The hijacker wants polit- 
ical asylum.” an airpon 
official said by telephone. 

An executive of Far East 
Air Transport, the operator 
of the hijacked Taiwanese 
airliner, told reporters the 
man who forced Flight I US 
to fly u* China said he faced 
political repression in Tai- 
wan. 

‘■'I'lie hijacker told the 
captain ‘I am a victim of po- 
litical repression'." sad Lee 
Mm-Ning. general manager 
ol l-.il hast Air Transport, 
--peaking in Taipei. 

Taiwan demanded China 
return the suspect, saying it 
had (he right lo pm him «>n 
trial. 

“We li.oe legal juiisvhc- 
iion." Tjiw.im lu si ice Minis- 
ter Liao I'lieng-JIao sjiJ 
In Mi is alter the plane 
ciossed the Taiwan Strai; 


and touched down in Xia- 
men. "The mainland author- 
iriex should return the hi- 
jacker immediately." 

Chinese officials did not 
say how they would deal 
with the suspect. 

Hijacking is a capital of- 
fence but commandeering 
an aircraft from China’s 
arch rival Taiwan would be 
detenu ined by political con- 
siderations as well as legal 
guidelines, lawyers said. 

China and Taiwan have 
been rivals since the end of 
the Chinese Civil War in 
1949 when the Nationalists 
fled to the island after their 
defeat on the mainland by 
the Communists. 

The Taiwan airliner was 
on a scheduled flight from 
the island's southern city of 
Kaohsiung to Taipei w hen it 
changed course and headed 
for the China mainland. 

Mr. Liu had doused him- 
self with petrol and forced 
the pilot to change course. 
Taiwanese authorities said. 

Mr. Liu worked briefly as 
a journalist for the east 
Taiwan nevvspaper Lien- 
tung Daily alter being fired 
a year ago from Kaoh- 
siung's The Commons Dai- 
ly tor discipline problems, 
his ft inner employers said. 

In Taiwan. Defence Mi- 
nister Chung Chung-Ling 
vaid four Taiwan fighters 
had scrambled into an es- 
cort formation and tailed the 
plane part of the way across 


the Taiwan Strait. 

Taiwan defence officials 
decided not to intercept the 
flight to avoid a military’ 
“misunderstanding” with 
China’s People’s Liberation 
Army, a defence official 
told Reuters. 

The last hijacking of a 
Taiwanese airliner to China 
was in May 1 986. when the 
pilot of a Boeing 747 cargo 
plane owned by Taiwan's 
flag carrier China Airlines 
commandeered the jet and 
flew it to Guangzhou. 

Beijing returned the plane 
and two crew members who 
did not want to stay in Chi- 
na after talks between the 
two rivals in Hong Kong. 

China endured ”a rash of 
12 hijackings in 1993 and 
1994 by Chinese who or- 
dered pilots to fly them to 
Taiwan for political asylum. 

Air piracy fell off sharply 
after Beijing launched a 
major drive to improve 
what had been lax security 
at most airports. 

Later monduy. the hi- 
jacked passenger airline ar- 
rived back in Taipei. 

The aircraft with 149 pas- 
sengers and eight crew 
landed at Taipei’s Sungshan 
Domestic Airport at 8:05 
p.m. (1205 GMT). 

Airport security and pros- 
ecutors were ready to board 
the aircraft for investiga- 
tion. while ambulances and 
fire encines stood bv. 


China seeks 3 over bomb attacks 


HUNG KONG i AFP* — 
Chinese pulin' arc seeking 
three people I mm the Mus- 
lim- dm m nuted Xinjiang 

piovisKc in connection with 
bomb attacks in Beijing 
thought to he the work of 
separatists, according to a 
report Monday. 

Ve mil \ has been tight- 
ened hi the Chinese capital 
and a special investigation 
panel -e; up to look for the 
two men and a woman, 
idem; tied only as coming 
from Xinjiang, the Indepen- 
dent Chinese- language Sing 
Tao daily said. 

A bomb went off at the 
busy Dongdaqiao intersec- 
tion m eastern Beijing 
Thursday. The following 
Jay an explosion ripped 
through a bus injuring at 
least I U people. 

Thursday's explosion, on 
a sidewalk near Beijing’s 
popular Blue Island Shop- 
ping Centre, did not cause 


any injuries. 

Tao Siju. Chinese public 
security minister, however, 
told reporters in Beijing 
Monday that there were no 
clues pinpointing the bomb 
attacks to the indigenous 
inhabitants of Xinjiang, in 
China's far northwest, ra- 
cially different from the 
Han Climes-. 

Tao declined to say whe- 
ther any arrests had been 
made. 

Chinese authorities have 
offered a reward for anyone 
providing information 
about the terrorist attack 
fid low ing rhe incidents. 

Chinese television and 
newspapers have already 
promised “special rewards" 
for information leading to 
the arrest of the ‘'criminals" 
behind Friday's bus bomb- 
ing in western Beijing. 

Beijing Mayor Jia Qinglin 
told reporters in Beijing that 
there had been manv res- 


ponses from residents. 

Wu Jichuan. posts and 
telecommunications minis- 
ter. told reporters while at- 
tending the on-going Na- 
tional People's Congress in 
Beijing, that security had 
been tightened at all post 
and lelecommunicarions of- 
fices. 

Although the official me- 
dia reported 10 injured, wit- 
nesses said three people 
were killed. No one has 
claimed responsibilty for 

either explosion. 

The attacks followed a 
spate of terrorist bombings 
by Muslim separatists in 
Xinjiang, 

Over the last month, 
exiled Uighur groups in 
Kazakhstan have claimed 
responsibility for three bus 
bombings in the Xinjiang 
capital. Urtimqi. in which 
nine people died and 74 
were injured. 


Taleban restructure government 


KABUL fR) — Afghanis- 
tan's purist Islamic Taleban 
is slimming down the gov- 
ernment because it is bloat- 
ed with too many ministries 
and is a heavy burden on the 
country. 

The six-man ruling coun- 
cil of the Taleban. which 
rules three-quarters of Af- 
ghanistan, decided to merge 
a number of ministries and 
slash others to department 
level on the orders of their 
leader. Mullah Mohammad 
Omar. 

“On the basis of an order 
by the Amir Al-Momineen 
(leader of the faithful), a 
change in the structure of 
the government has been 
approved." said the Tale- 
ban-controlled Voice of 
Shariat radio Sunday 
evening. 

“The caretaker Council of 
the Islamic State of 
Afghanistan has ordered a 
revision of the ministerial 
structure of the government 
established in 1356 (1977 in 
the Islamic calendar),’’ the 
radio said in a report moni- 
tored in Kabul. 

“It has ordered that some 
of the the ministries and 
departments created during 
the Communist regime and 
the evil and corrupt govern- 
ments that followed them be 
adjusted to deportments and 
directorates.” 

Any ministry lowered to 
the level of a department lo- 
ses its seat in the cabinet. 

The Taleban’s deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, 
Sher Abbas Stanakzai, told 
Reuters in a recent inter- 
view the Communists and 
their successors had bloated 
the government structure to 
create more jobs. 

The existing system was 
proving a heavy burden on 
the country, he added 


"When the Communists 
came to power (in 1977) 
they warned to employ 
more people, so they 
changed departments into 
ministries. 

We now have more than 
28 ministries in Afghanis- 
tan. which is a big load on 
the government’s shoul- 
ders" Mr. Stanakzai said 
Thursday. 

Under* the changes an- 
nounced Sunday night: 

— The ministry of Urban 
Development, Ministry of 
Housing, and Ministry of 
Reconstruction merged to 
form the Ministry of Public 
Utilities 

— the Ministry of Reli- 
gious Trust and the Attor- 
ney General’s Office 
merged to become the Mi- 
nistry of Justice 

— the Ministry of Light 
Industries and Food merged 
into the Ministry of Mines 
and Industries. 

— the Department of 
Asylum, which controlled 
orphanages and mental hos- 
pitals. was merged into the 
Ministry of Education. 

— the Department of Ra- 
dio and Television was 
merged into the Ministry of 
Information and Culture. 

A number of ministries 
will become departments. 
The order said the min- 
istries of transport, civil avi- 
ation and tourism, labour 
and social affairs, refugees 
repatriation, martyrs and 
disabled, rural develop- 
ment, and central statistics 
would become departments. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, the Taleban militia 
has sent a protest note to the 
U.N.. saying rival Afghan 
factions have set up military 
bases in neighbouring Taji- 
kistan. Kabul officials said 
Monday. 


“The Republic of Tajikis- 
tan in harmony with the 
Russian Federation has put 
a military base at the dis- 
posal of the ousted (Af- 
ghan) government," the 
Afghan Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement. 

The ministry said an air 
base in Kulyab province of 
Tajikistan had been made 
available to the anti-Taleban 
forces. 

"This base is used for air- 
lifting arms and ammunition, 
escalating the war and acts of 
subversion against the Isla- 
mic state of Afghanistan.” the 
statement added. 

The military base at Kul- 
yab, located due north of 
Afghanistan's Takhar pro- 
vince, has been reportedly 
established for Ahmad Shah 
Masood. military topgun for 
ex- President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani who was ousted 
from Kabul by the Taleban 
Sept. 27, 1996. 

"The Foreign Ministry of 
the Islamic State of Afgha- 
nistan regrettably considers 
this move as an act of inter- 
ference and seriously con- 
demns it,” the statement 
said. 

The establishment of the 
base was contrary to the 
"good-neighbourliness and 
friendship" which the Isla- 
mic State of Afghanistan 
extended towards Tajikistan 
and regional neighbours, 
the Foreign Ministry said. 

"Such hostile moves by 
the Republic of Tajikistan 
— with support of big coun- 
tries of the region — is con- 
trary to regional security." it 
added. 

The statement, in a veiled 
threat lo Russia, warned of 
“dramatic consequences" if 
support for anti-Taleban 
factions based in Tajikistan 
was not halted. 


Russian commander pleads for delay 


in implementing disarmament pact 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
head of Russia's strategic 
nuclear missile force. Gene- 
ral Igor Sergeyev, backs a 
delay of several years in 
implementing the START 2 
disarmament treaty with the 
United Slates, Interfax 
News Agency reported. 

START 2, signed in 1992 
by Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and his then U.S. 
counterpart George Bush, 
provides for deep cuts in the 


number of nuclear war- 
heads held by the two sides 
by 2003. but has not yet 
been ratified by the Russian 
parliament. 

In an interview with Inter- 
fax Sunday. Gen. Sergeyev- 
said that calls for a post- 
ponement to 2006 or 2007 
in implementing the treaty 
were fully justified. 

Ke justified the delay by 
saying that "the present sit- 
uation differs considerably 


from that which prevailed 
when the treaty was 
signed." 

The Russians urged a 
five-year delay when the 
previous U.S. Defence 
Secretary. William Peny, 
visited Moscow last Oc- 
tober. Interfax quoted a 
senior un-named Russian 
Defence Ministry' official as 
saying at the time. 


China’s population reportedly hits 1.224 billion in 1996 


BEIJING t R i — China’s 
population growth rate fell 
slightly in l°96 but rhe 
world's must populous na- 
tion still needs to improve 
birth control policies in 
rural areas, the China daily- 
said Monday. 

The natural population 
growth rate was 10.42 per 


thousand in 1996. a slight 
drop of 0.13 per thousand 
from the year before, the 
newspaper quoted the State 
Statistical Bureau as saying. 

China had 1.224 billion 
people at the end of 1996. 
up I2.6S million from the 
year before, the bureau said. 
* “The birth rate has 


dropped ... and the regional 
differences in family plan- 
ning work have narrowed," 
the newspaper quoted Mi- 
nister of the State Family 
Planning Commission Peng 
Peiyun as saying. 

But authorities could not 
ease implementation of Bei- 
jing's srricr birth control 


policy because many areas 
were still seeing a boom in 
child births, said President 
Jiang Zemin. 

“Family planning is still 
difficult in the countryside, 
especially in underdeveloped 
regions." the China daily- 
quoted Mr. Jiang as saying. 

“An effort must be made 


to ensure that the country’s 
population is held to 1.3 bil- 
lion by the end of the centu- 
ry." Mr. Jiang said 

China fines urban families 
that have more than one 
child but has relaxed its pol- 
icy slightly in rural areas. 

Authorities should use in- 
centives such as financial 


and technical aid to encour- 
age families in poor villages 
to have fewer children. Mr. 
Jiang said. 

The Family Planning Com- 
mission would launch a new 
programme this year aimed at 
training birth control special- 
ist, Mr. Peng told a meeting 
of family planning officials. 


Uganda seeks urgent 
to avoid famine f 



help 


KAMPALA (R) — Ugan- 
da has called for urgent 
international relief supplies 
to avert the threat of famine 
in the drought-hit east of 
the country. 

Uganda’s weather office 
said Monday that rains nor- 
mally expected in March 
were now unlikely to arrive 
until April. 

Paul Etiang. minister few- 
labour and social services, 
told a Women’s Day meet- 
ing at the weekend that peo- 
ple in affected areas 
"should prepare for a worse 
situation” and called for 
urgent help from abroad 

Mr. Etiang said 2.1 mil- 
lion people in northern and 
eastern Uganda were affect- 
ed by current food short- 
ages. 

In the northern Ugandan 
town of Kitgum. local 
authorities said there was 
an acute food crisis, espe- 
cially in camps created for 
people displaced in fighting 
or Sudanese refugees. 

Agriculture officer Valdo 
Odeke of the northern town 
of Kumi said that people in 
eight of the 18 sub-counties 
in his district were on the 
brink of starvation. 

Mr. Odeke told reporters 
that in worst-case areas, 
people ate three times a 
week while in better-off 
places, meals were once a 
day instead of the custom- 
ary three. 

He added thai too much 
rain in the first half of last 
year flooded crops while 
drought beginning in the 
second part destroyed what- 
ever crops bad been 
secured. 

Local council official 
Bamusende Bwambale said 
impending famine in his 
southwestern Kasese dis- 
trict was mainly because of 
a low-scale civil war in the 


area. Rebels, the Ugandan 
government says operate 
from Zaire, have been 
active there for months. 

Mr. Eriang’s warning 
came after a senior Ugan- 
dan food official said . last 
week that drought and civil 
strife could explode into 
mass starvation unless ac- 
tion was taken to stem the 
problems. 

Augustine Mwendaya, 
coordinator of the National 
Early Warning and Food 
Information Unit, said that 
districts in east Uganda 
faced famine because 


as; 
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drought had destroyed their 


* 


crops. 

“There is actually fear of 
serious famine. We have 
already informed the au- 
thorities of imminent disas- 
ter," Mr. Mwendaya said. 

Mr. Etiang also blamed 
the famine on rebellion in 
northern Uganda and the 
southwestern district of 
Kasese, indiscriminate sale 
of food stocks in eastern 
Uganda and ecological fac- 
tors. 

Armed factions in the 
north have fought the gov- 
ernment of President Yo- 
weri Museveni for nearly a 
decade. The most promi- 
nent of these is the lords' 
resistance army that seeks 
to rule the country on the 
basis of the Bible’s Ten 
Commandments. 

The worst drought in Easi 
Africa in four years has 
severely reduced food pro- 
duction in Kenya. UganGlC!’-' 
and Tanzania. It also threat- 
ens to cut production of 
their key cash crop, coffee. 
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Differences persist 
after U.S.-Russia 


T»t h 




on NATO 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia injected a note of caution 
Monday into ongoing talks with NATO leaders saying dif- 
ferences persisted although "positive work" had been 
achieved in weekend negotarions. 

NATO Secretary General Javier Solana and Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov had three hours of 
talks at a secret location in Moscow Sunday over the 
alliance’s expansion into East Europe. 

A joint statement afterwards said the talks progressed 
“positively." adding that both sides were “attempting to 
bring their positions closer.” For the first time the state- 
ment did not make any direct reference to differences of 
opinion. 

But a statement Monday from the Russian Foreign 
M misery, noting that “positive work" had been accom- 
plished, said "differences persist on a series of problems." 
Interfax News Agency reported. 

"We have discussed NATO’s response to proposals 
Russia made" prior to Mr. Solatia's visit, the Foreign 
Ministry said, adding that talks would continue. But it dirp 
not say when. 

A NATO source said Mr. Primakov and Mr. Solana hod 
agreed to meet again “relatively soon" but did no: sa> 
whether it would be before the*March 19-20 summi: in 
Helsinki between President Boris Yeltsin and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

The discussions which were the third round since the 
beginning of the year, aimed to resolve differences arising 
from Russian concern over the impact of an expanded 
alliance on national security. 

They were also aimed at preparing some of the ground- 
work for the summit at which Mr. Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin 
are expected to devote much of their time to the NATO 
issue, the main diplomatic flashpoint between Russia and 
the West since the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

The first new members of the alliance are to be nominat- 
ed at a_NATO summit in Madrid in July, with the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Poland the leading contenders. 

In Warsaw, the presidential office announced Monday 
that Poland s Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Tadeusc 
Wilecki would be replaced. 

Gen. Wilecki has been criticised in the West because of 
his opposition to civilian control of the army, a basic 
requirement by the North Atlantic Treaty Oraanisaticjjj 
(NATO) for candidates to the alliance. 

The main topic of Sunday’s talks was thought to have 
been Russia's demand for a commitment from NATO not 
to establish any military infrastructure on the territory ot 
new members. 

Mr. Solana was expected to propose reciprocal cor.fi* 
den ce- boo sting measures, such as the exchange of pho- 
tographs on airspace or information on troop training, 
according to a NATO source who asked to remain anon}* 
mous. 

The other bone of contention is the form of the NATO- 
Russia agreement being drawn up. While Moscow wants 2 
legally- bin ding accord, the alliance is sedting a more flex- . 
ible solution. 

Mr. Solana Monday left Moscow for Almaiv. capital ot 
Kazakhstan, for a visit to Central Asia aimed at deepening 1 
NATO ties with the former Soviet Central Asian Republics 
without offending Russia. 

In the visit which continues until Saturday. Mr. Solans : 
*“! ^ visit Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan ' 
which, together with Kazakhstan, are members of NATO’s ; 
partnership for peace — a bridge-building programme /■ 
designed to prepare possible candidates in Eastern Euro?- 1 
for ultimate accession to the defence alliance. 

According to Central Asian foreign ministries, M’.? ■'*■ 
Solanahopes to accelerate preparation for military exerci*- ;■ 
es to be held as pan of the partnership programme from \ 

Sept 15 to 25 in Kazakhstan. 
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An Albanian rebel fires his gun as a group of his comrades parade a seized army tank through the streets of 
Gjirokaster. March 9. Thousands of Gjirokaster residents have joined the uprising against Albanian President Sali 
Berisha, seizing an array of weapons from state arsenals (Reuter photo) 

Rebels control four more towns in Albania 


TIRANA (AFP) — Rebels 
in southern Albania con- 
trolled four more towns 
Monday as the government 
awaited the insurgents' res- 
ponse to a plan to end a 
chaotic 10-day uprising 
against President Sali Be- 
risha. 

Violence flared again just 
a day after Mr. Berisha 
moved to avert outright ci- 
vil war with a proposal for 
early elections and a coali- 
tion government including 
the opposition. Ten people 
were shot in the town of Be- 
rat, hospital officials said. 

Rioters took control of 
Jlerat Sunday after seizing 
'Tirms from three army de- 
pots as soldiers looked on, 
and are blocking all roads 
leading into town, witnesses 
there told AFP. 

Insurgents also comman- 
deered" weapons as they 
took over nearby Skrapari, 
an opposition socialist;*, 
stronghold that was Joyahro^ 
dictator Enver Hoxha in Al- 
bania’s days of Orthodox. 
Communism. 

Sources also confirmed 
that five people were killed 


Sunday in Penmeti. 30 kilo- 
metres from the city of Gji- 
rokaster, also held by rebels. 
In Permeti, residents 
torched the police station. 

Arraed rioters also took 
over polican, located bet- 
ween Berat and Skrapari 
and which has a munitions 
factory. 

With those operations the 
insurgents now control ele- 
ven towns in the south of 
Albania- The unrest has left 
at Jeast 35 dead in clashes 
with security forces or ran- 
dom shootings. 

Under intense pressure 
from the West, Mr. Berisha 
and 10 opposition parties 
reached an agreement Sun- 
day to form a coalition gov- 
ernment ahead of early elec- 
tions to be held by June. 
The rebels were offered am- 
nesty and given 10 days to 
hand in weapons they have 
stolen from police and sol- 
.diers.. ; ;; g . 

1 But an official of the For- 
mer Communist Socialist 
Party said the insurgents 
were wary. “They are wait- 
ing to see the makeup of the 
new government,” the offi- 


cial said. 

Albania's crisis began in 
January with the collapse of 
Pyramid investment 

schemes in which many 
people in Europe's poorest 
country lost their life sav- 
ings. The unrest turned to 
violent anarchy last week- 
end as rioters seized wea- 
pons from police stations 
and army barracks. 

The protesters have been 
pressing for Mr. Berisha ‘s 
resignation, early elections 
and reimbursement of the 
money they lost. 

The town of Vlore, one of 
the hot spots of the uprising, 
was noticeably calmer 
Monday. 

At a rally in the Town 
Square, representatives 
from the committee that 
says it is running the Adria- 
tic Port called on all former 
policemen to return to their 
posts to help restore a sem- 
blance of order. 

Many policemen . . fled 
some weeks' ago -as riots 
swept away the ruling au- 
thorities. However, some 
local policemen have re- 
mained in the town or 


joined the rebels. None 
though, wear a uniform. 

The so-called Committee 
for the Salvation of Vlore 
was due to meet in a school 
building later Monday to 
discuss how to restore order 
and its response to Sunday's 
offer from Berisha, a 
spokesman said. 

"The salvation committee 
has decided to restore calm 
and peace to Vlore. We have 
asked all honest policemen 
to report for duty. We will 
interview all of* them and 
' decide which ones can 
work. The police will be un- 
der the authority of the 
committee,” said Sokol 
Qendra, who said he was 
the committee’s chief of in- 
formation. 

Leaders of Albania's poli- 
tical parties were also meet- 
ing Monday to discuss the 
formation of the new' gov- 
ernment ahead of another 
meetipg with Mr. Berisha. 
The socialists want control 
of the Interior Ministry as 
the country heads for early 
elections because the last 
voting, in May of last year, 
was marred by fraud. 


New rains plague Ohio Valley flood victims 


LOUISVILLE. Kentucky 
(R) — More rain plagued 
the flood-stricken Ohio Ri- 
ver Valley Sunday, causing 
some streams to rise again 
and slowing the monumen- 
tal clean-up from the worst 
deluge in more than three 
decades. 

Compared to the 30 cen- 
timetres of rain that fell in 
the region a week ago, how- 
ever, the new rains were 
more a nuisance than a 
f threat to life and property 
— a cold, wet slap in the 
face to thousands still out of 
their homes or trying to 
reconstruct what they lost. 

The Licking River, a trib- 
utary of the Ohio in central 
Kentucky, was rising again 
Sunday near Falmouth. 
Kentucky, a town nearly 
devastated by last w-eek's 
flooding. Officials said the 
river would rise 122 cen- 
timetres. but not reach flood 
stage at Falmouth. 

Falmouth's mayor. Max 
Goldberg, suffered a heart 
attack over the weekend and 
was reported in fair condi- 
tion Sunday at a hospital. 

At Cincinnati, the new 
rains — running off rain- 
soaked grounds with no 
chance to soak in — caused 
gjfficials lo push back esti- 
mates of when the river 
would drop below flood 


stage to Wednesday morn- 
ing. instead of Monday as 
earlier forecast. 

The Ohio had crested and 
begun to fall at Louisville, 
but it was a slow, muddy 
process. Only the tops of 
traffic lights poked above 
the coffee-coloured swamp 
along Louisville's river- 
front. A flood wall kept 
most of the city dry. 

But downstream at Padu- 
cah, Kentucky, officials or- 
dered a 434-room hotel 
closed because it was out- 
side the city’s floodgates. 

In nine days. 31 deaths 
have been blamed on the 
high water and flashfloods 
along the valley from West 
Virginia westward. 

Forecasts called for dry 
weather the rest of the 
week, as the wet weather 
pattern that pulled moisture 
from the Gulf of Mexico 
into the nation's midsection 
may be shifting. 

The crest of the Ohio Ri- 
ver was hitting a more hilly 
landscape where most 
homes were on hillsides and 
should escape the floodwa- 
ters, said Atden Taylor of 
Indiana's Emergency Ma- 
nagement Agency. 

“The topography changes. 
There are steeper hills over- 
looking the river." he noted. 

“A lot of homes are still 


wet and there are still 
homes (in eastern Indiana) 
with water in them,” Mr. 
Taylor said of the gradually 
receding floodwaters. 

Schools in parts of south- 
ern Indiana that had been 
closed since the flooding 
began were preparing to 
open again by Tuesday once 
road inspections proved it 
would be safe for school 
buses. Mr. Taylor said. 

Sunday’s rainsronns 
broke a three-day dry spell 
that allowed tens of thou- 
sands of residents back into 
their ruined homes and be- 
gin the rebuilding process 
— with many residents 
expected to move to higher 
ground. 

“Somebody can tell me J 
can rebuild, but 1 will not do 
it,” said Cora Ferguson of 
hard-hit Falmouth. Kentu- 
cky. “I will not come back 
to Falmouth. It's stupid to 
rebuild and then the spring 
rains come and it happens 
all over again." 

Ms. Ferguson and her hus- 
band own a dozen flood-da- 
maged rental properties in 
Falmouth, a town of 2,300 
ravaged by the Licking Ri- 
ver about 65 kilometres 
southeast of Cincinnati. 

Overall damage estimates 
along the Ohio River and its 
tributaries ranged above 


S500 million in Kentucky, 
Ohio, West Virginia and In- 
diana. 

Officials estimated that at 
least 75,000 homes and bu- 
sinesses were damaged or 
destroyed in Kentucky, 
while 5,600 homes and bu- 
sinesses sustained heavy 
damage in Ohio. 

Some flood victims man- 
aged to joke amid their 
tears. Richard Craig, a resi- 
dent of the tiny riverside 
community of California. 
Ohio, on the eastern edge of 
Cincinnati, said while sur- 
veying the muddy mess in 
his home: “I want you to 
know — ray wife's a better 
housekeeper than this." 

At New Richmond. Ohio, 
a town near Cincinnati that 
was severely damaged, an- 
tiques dealer Barbar Nelson 
said simply: “We’ll just 
come back the way we al- 
ways have in the past." 

It may be the end of this 
week before the crest passes 
out of the Ohio and into the 
Mississippi River. More 
flooding is forecast in west- 
ern Kentucky and southern 
Illinois, but the most popu- 
lated areas are safe behind 
flood walls erected after a 
series of losing battles with 
the Ohio during the 20th 
century. 


Suu Kyi urges compassion, help for Burma refugees 


BANGKOK (R) — Bur- 
mese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi Monday 
urged compassion and help 
for ethnic Karen refugees 
who have fled to Thailand 
in face of attacks by Bur- 
mese troops. 

"The plight of our Karen 
refugees should appeal to 
(he compassion of all right- 
thinking people all over the 
world,” Ms. Suu Kyi said in 
a videotaped message 
smuggled out of Burma and 
obtained by Reuters .Mon- 
day. 

Thousands of Karen refu- 
gees fled to Thailand last 
imonth after Burmese troops 
destroyed bases of the Ka- 
ren National Union t.KNU) 
guerrilla organisation. 


which is fighting for auton- 
omy from Rangoon. 

The United States and re- 
fugee organisations have 
accused the Thais of forcing 
some Karen refugees back 
into Burma. 

Thai military officials 
have denied the charges. 
They said they have dis- 
armed fighters and asked 
them to return voluntarily to 
Burma, but have allowed 
family members into Thai- 
land and ensured they were 
housed away from fighting 
at the border. 

Dressed in a traditional 
multi-coloured Karen outfit 
and seated in front of a large 
Karen flag. Ms. Suu Kyi 
called on ail Burma's ethnic 
croups to work together to 


end divisiveness. 

“We would like to appeal 
to all the nations and ail the 
ethnic nationalities of Bur- 
ma to join us in our endeav- 
ours to bring an end to the 
hatred and animosity that is 
decimating our nation." 

More than 70,000 Karen 
refugees have been living in 
camps inside Thailand since 
the 1980s. 

“It is not simply ihar they 
have been forced to flee 
from their homes to escape 
the ravages of armed con- 
flict” Ms. Suu Kyi said. 

“Many of our refugees will 
never he able to go hack to 
their homes... because these 
homes have been destroyed. 
We cannot tell how long our 
Karen brothers and sisters 


will be forced to remain in a 
state of uncertainty and 
impotence.” 

The KNU, formed in 1948, 
has rejected several peace 
overtures from Burma’s mili- 
tary government. It is one of 
a handful of guerrilla groups 
still fighting the Rangoon 
central government 

Ms. Suu Kyi has said she 
would join forces with eth- 
nic groups to bring democ- 
racy back to Burma, but she 
told reporters last week she 
has not spoken with anyone 
from the KNU. 

“Their troubles will not 
come to an end until a polit- 
ical solution has been found 
that will heal the deep 
wounds that are lacerating 
Burma." she said. 


Arrest raises paedophile 
spectre in France 




PARIS i AFP) — The spec- 
tre of paedophilia cast a 
cloud over France Monday 
after police confirmed they 
were questioning a suspect 
who has allegedly admitted 
to kidnapping eight children 
three of whom were raped. 

Amid heightened concern 
sparked by cases in neigh- 
bouring Belgium the arrest 
of 35 -year-old Jean-Paul 
Barbaulu caught red-hand- 
ed trying to kidnap a 10- 
year-old schoolgirl Friday, 
has raised fears still further. 

At least one French paper 
ruonday gave advice on 
how to “sensitise” children 
to the threat of child ab- 
users, as details emerged of 
the alleged crimes of Bar- 
bault, a father-of-two from 
the Gironde region of 
southwest France. 

Police say they are ques- 
tioning Barbault over 10 
kidnappings over the last 18 
months across western 
France, around the region 
where Barbault lived with 
his wife and children. He 
has reportedly admitted to 
eight cases. 

Fears have focussed in 

Chirac 
upbeat on 
youth jobs 
in election 
run-up 

PARIS (R) — French Pre- 
sident Jacques Chirac will 
paint an upbeat picture of 
job prospects for disillu- 
sioned young people in a 
television interview Mon- 
day widely-seen as helping 
to set the stage for next 
year’s general elections. 

Aides said Mr. Chirac's 
message in the 1940 GMT 
broadcast, before an audi- 
ence of young people and 
company heads at a Futu- 
ristic Science Park, would 
be “go-getting, mobili- 
sing." 

Unemployment and a 25 
per cent jobless rate among 
1 8 to 25 year-olds is top of 
the agenda in the run-up to 
general elections early next 
year. 

In the past week the cen- 
tre-right government has 
been buffeted by car-maker 1 
Renault's decision to close 
a Belgian plant and lay off 
3.100 workers. The opposi- 
tion socialists have 
pledged to find work for 
700,000 young people if 
elected. 

““The aim is to highlight j 
the president's ambition to ' 
move French society for- 1 
ward, to emphasise the im- 
portance of movement. It’s | 
a step in his crusade for , 
jobs for the young," a Chi- 
rac aide said. 

The head of state would 
"speak of the future, of 
confidence, of hope” for 
jobs for the young. One 
aide said the aim was to | 
show Mr. Chirac as “mod- j 
em.-.A man marching with | 
great strides towards the 
21st century." 

“Operation reconquest," 
headlined the daily Le Pa- 
risien, saying Mr. Chirac 1 
would try to charm young 
voters who played a big 
part in his 1995 election 
but who today are the hard- 
est-hit victims of economic 
gloom. 

Even the show’s title "the 
year 2,000. a chance for 
all?” echoes Mr. Chirac’s 
presidential campaign slo- 
gan: “France for all.” 

Former President Valery 
Giscard D’Estaing of the 
UDF, junior partner in the 
ruling coalition, warned 
the government at the 
weekend: "The Socialists 
were swept from power by 
unemployment and corrup- 
tion scandals." 

He said he awaited “an 
audacious jobs policy” 
from the government. 

But an opinion poll pub- 
lished by the weekly Le Jou- 
rnal Du Dimanche showed 
young people had much 
more confidence in them- 
selves 1.65 per cent) or in 
their parents (40 per cent) 
than in the president (13 per 
cent) to “prepare their future 
and that of our society.” 


particular on one schoolgirl, 
10-year-old Marion, has 
been missing since Nov. 14 
after disappearing from out- 
side a school in Agen to the 
east of Bordeaux. 

Barbault was charged at 
the weekend after he was 
caught red-handed in a 
failed attempt to seize 10- 
y ear-old Maelle last Friday 
near Carcassonne in south- 
west France, where he is 
being held in custody. 

A sales representative, he 
was seized after he persuad- 
ed the schoolgirl to get into 
his car by pretending to be a 
school doctor, police said. 

“He admitted to the ac- 
tions while in custody," said 
a police spokesman, with- 
out saying whether if had 
made a formal confession. 

Barbault's home was 
searched Saturday but no 
significant material was 
found, police said. 

His lawyer Pierre Blazy 
said investigations were at 
an early stage. “He is a sick 
man." he said, adding that 
his client had "admitted 
serious acts, but we have to 
see whether that is true, and 


check a lot of things " 

Officials have not released 
details of other cases being 
probed, but they are believed 
to include at least one rape of 
a 1 0-year-old on Nov. 5 last 
year at Saint-Meen-Le-Grand 
near Rennes in northwest 
France. 

In that case the girl was 
seized as she left school, by 
a man who presented him- 
self as a school doctor — 
exactly the same circum- 
stances as last week's failed 
attempt by Barbault. 

“We have every reason to 
think that the man arrested 
in Carcassonne is indeed 
the rapist from Saint- 
Meen." said a source close 
to the investigation. 

Other possibly linked ca- 
ses were being investigated, 
police said. These included 
that of Marion, whose case 
has been publicised all over 
the region with posters. In 
an unprecedented move, her 
picture has also been pub- 
lished on 15 million milk 
cartons along with a police 
telephone number. 

Officials are reluctant to 
speculate about a link with 


the killing of British school- 
girl Caroline Dickinson, 
who was raped and mur- 
dered in a youth hostel in 
Britanny in July last year. 

But a source close to the 
investigation said a DNA 
sample would be taken 
from Mr. Barbault to check 
for any link to the Dickin- 
son case “even if there is no 
hope that Mr. Barbault 
could be the killer." 

The case comes amid 
heightened concern about 
paedophilia following the 
latest case in neighbouring 
Belgium, where the body of 
nine-vear-old Loubna Ben- 
uissa was discovered last 
Wednesday in a garage 
basement. 

Another missing child case 
was solved Monday when 
police arrested a suspect over 
the disappearance of seven- 
year-old Celia in Clermont- 
Ferrand. ee rural France. 

Police said the girl had 
been held for a week in a 
house not far from her 
home. She managed to es- 
cape Sunday and was found 
by a farmer on the side of a 
road, police said. 


Bosnian police say NATO hiding 
a terrorist suspect in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Bos- 
nian Police Minister Meh- 
med Zilic said the NATO- 
led Stabilisation Force 
(SFOR) may be hiding ac- 
complices of a French mur- 
der suspect who was arrest- 
ed in a police shoot-out 
Sunday, Bosnian newspa- 
pers reported Monday. 

Police arrested French- 
man Lionel Dumont and 
gunned-down his alleged 
accomplice. Zefferini Bin- 
iam from Djibouti, in a gun 
battle in the town of Zenica 
Sunday that left one Bos- 
nian policeman wounded. 

They have accused the 
two men of killing a police- 
man in a bungled robbery at 
a Zenica petrol station on 
Feb. 15. 

Mr. Zilic was quoted in 
Sarajevo’s newspapers as 
saying after the arrests: “We 
still suspect that many other 
persons for which we have 
reasons to believe to be 
members of this terrorist 
group hide in SFOR bases. 
Soon we will prove this." 

SFOR denied Monday 
harbouring any members of 
Dumont's gang. 

Last Saturday Bosnian 


police said SFOR may be 
hiding Dumont at their 
headquarters in the Sara- 
jevo suburb of Ilidza. after a 
man matching his descrip- 
tion was seen driving in 
there by police. 

Mr. Zilic appears to have 
dropped the claim that 
SFOR is holding Dumont, 
but he said other members 
of the gang, which he be- 
lieves to be terrorist rather 
than simply criminal, are 
being held by SFOR. 

Bosnian police said Du- 
mont and two known asso- 
ciates told local people in 
Zenica that they were mem- 
bers of the Mujahadeen, a 
loose grouping of irregular 
army units from the Middle 
East which fought along- 
side Bosnia's Muslim-led 
government forces during 
the 43-monih Bosnain war 
that ended in December 
1995. 

“We deal here with for- 
eign intelligence services 
paid by extremely strong 
lobbies that do not want the 
federation to function," said 
police minister for the 
Sarajevo Canton, Semsudin 
Mehmedovic was quoted as 


saying in Sarajevo's news- 
papers. “Groups like this 
one were implanted from 
abroad under cover of being 
former members of the Mu- 
jahadeen unit. Their task is 
to conduct attacks that have 
a political background." 

SFOR Monday repeated 
denials it had issued last 
week about harbouring ter- 
rorists on its bases. “SFOR 
is not holding any members 
of Dumont's gang. These 
accusations by a senior fed- 
eration official are unfound- 
ed, unsubstantiated, and re- 
grettable,” said SFOR 
spokesman Major Andrew 
Saddleton, Royal Marines. 

He said the man suspected 
of being Dumont Saen dri- 
ving into SFOR headquar- 
ters on March 1 was an 
American working on the 
base who was later pro- 
duced for Bosnian police 
officers who verified he 
was not the suspect. 

Mr. Zilic is police minis- 
ter for the Croat-Muslim 
Federation, one of two se- 
mi-independent entities into 
which Bosnia was divided 
by the the Dayton Peace 
Agreement, signed in 1995. 


Looters raid shops after Fiji cyclone 


SUVA, Fiji (R) — Looters, 
some using a stolen coffin 
to float away their ill-gotten 
goods, have been raiding 
scores of cyclone-damaged 
shops in Fiji, police said 
Monday. 

Cyclone Gavin which hit 
Fiji last week killed four 
people, left 16 seamen mis- 
sing and caused widespread 
flooding. Emergency Ser- 
vice officials said. 

One woman died in a 
landslide, two other people 
drowned and a fourth per- 
son was killed when she 
was hit by a falling tree, 
police said. 

Sixteen fishermen were 
still missing Monday, 10 
from the fishing vessel W- 
asawasa one which had en- 
gine problems off the island 


of Vatu Lele at the height of 
the cyclone Friday. 

The cyclone, which hit Fi- 
ji Thursday and Friday, pro- 
duced top winds of 240 ki- 
lometres per hour. 

Police said looters were 
Monday raiding cyclone- 
damaged shops along the 
west coast of Fiji's main 
island Vui Levu. where 
flooding had cause wide- 
spread damage and electric- 
ity supplies had been cut. 

One group of thieves loa- 
ded goods into a coffin sto- 
len from a nearby mosque 
and floated it down a flood- 
ed creek. 

Police chief in the town of 
Ba. Jiten Sharma. said po- 
lice had difficulty chasing 
looters because of the fast- 
flowing waters and a lack of 


boats. 

"1 instructed police offi- 
cers not to risk their lives 
but try to get to people who 
were near them. Despire 
this we managed to arrest a 
very large number of peo- 
ple,” Mr. Sharma said. 

A total of 3S people were 
arrested for looting. 

Fiji's sugar crop, the 
South Pacific nation's sec- 
ond major income earner 
after tourism, would be af- 
fected by cyclone damage, 
but losses were still difficult 
to accurately assess. 

Sugar Cane Growers 
Council chief executive 
Grish Maharaj said damage 
surveys were continuing 
but all cane areas seemed to 
have sustained extensive 
damage from the cvclone. 


Pakistan court frees woman 
to marry man of choice 


LAHORE, Pakistan (R) — A Pakistan court 
freed a woman to join her husband Monday, 
dismissing her Muslim fundamentalist fa- 
ther’s petition that the marriage was invalid 
because it had taken place without his per- 
mission. 

"Marriage without the consent of a wali 
(guardian) is not invalid.” said Justice Eh- 
san Ul-Haq Chaudhry. reading the Lahore 
High Court decision that settled what was 
seen as a test case pitting Muslim conserv- 
atives against women’s rights advocates. 

The three-member bench split 2-1 in a 
majority decision that upholds 22-year-old 
Saima Waheed’s marriage to Arshad Ah- 
mad, a lecturer in English at a government 
college. 

‘it is the most wonderful day of my life." 
a jubilant Ahmad said at the court. “We 
have gone through a great ordeal that was 
spread over 1 1 months. But now I can join 
hands with my wife once again. I am 
extremely happy.” 


Saima will now be able to leave a wo- 
men's shelter where she has been kept un- 
der court order for the past 1 1 months. 

“It’s a historic decision for the women of 
Pakistan.” said Asma Jahangir, Saima 's 
lawyer and chairperson of the Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP). 

The case was one of the most controver- 
sial faced by the Lahore High Court since a 
1994 trial of three Christians accused of 
blaspheming the Prophet Mohammad. 

Ms. Jahangir also defended the three 
Christians, one of whom was shot dead out- 
side the Lahore High Court building and 
two of whom fled to Germany after their 
acquittal in 1995. 

Saima's father. Abdul Waheed Ropri. and 
his followers left the courtroom silently af- 
ter the decision, on which Mr. Ropri re- 
fused to comment. “There’s no use in talk- 
ing now*." he said. 
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Power to the judiciary 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's directive to the 
government Sunday to take effective measures to 
ensure the independence of the judiciary was not 
the first time that the Monarch intervened on 
behalf of the judicial system in the country. There 
was hardly a time in the past when the King did 
not voice strong support for the justice system 
and called for its complete independence. Yet 
despite these repeated calls the administration of 
justice remains short of expectations. We proba- 
bly have to start investigating and building at the 
roots in order to reach our goals. 

His Majesty’s specific request that the 1972 
judiciary law be reexamined in order to remove 
all semblances of interferences in it by the execu- 
tive branch is the boldest and most appropriate 
step proposed so far to overhaul the system. The 
Judicial Council which appoints judges is still 
very much controlled by the minister of justice in 
the sense that some of its members are appointed 
by him. 

The fact that constitutional issues are still inter- 
preted by a council composed of members of the 
Senate and senior judges suggests that the area 
for improvement also covers other territory. As 
long as we do not have a constitutional court to 
make pronouncements on related issues, the 
delivery of justice would remain lacking in impor- 
tant areas. Till the moment arrives when we have 
a constitutional court the least that we could 
expect is to bestow on our high courts the man- 
date to render judgements on constitutional mat- 
ters. 

As for tlie tenure and pay for judges, we cer- 
tainly support every suggestion that they be 
improved drasticaflyTThis is necessary so as to 
ensure the highest leVel of integrity Sfid indepen- 
dence of judges. 

The introduction of technology to the court sys- 
tem is also a pressing matter: any person who 
goes to court in this country readily notices how 
inefficient is the way courts conduct their affairs. 
Suffice it to recall that court transcripts are still 
written and kept the way they were in the 
Ottoman days. 

The curtailment of the efforts to reintroduce 
extraordinary courts or security courts in time of 
peace must also be an important element in the 
projected changes. The introduction of new blood 
into the system is also urgently needed, including 
jurists who are trained not only locally but also 
abroad. 

ft is every Jordanian’s hope that this time 
around the government will act on the latest inter- 
vention by the head of state so that the judicial 
branch of government becomes more modern, 
more independent and more efficient in the 
administration of justice for all citizens. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON the U.S. veto of a U.N. Security 
Council resolution that would have condemned Israel’s 
plans to construct a Jewish settlement in Arab Jerusalem 
lands, a writer for Al Ra'i said that the apparent warm rela- 
tions between Washington and some Arab leaders do not 
compel the U.S. administration to abandon its very strong 
ties m ilh Tel Aviv. It is to be noted that Washington's veto 
came dose after a visit to the U.S. by President Yasser 
Arafat and in advance of a visit by President Mubarak of 
Egypt, but the U.S. administration seems to be determined 
to manifest iLs alliance with the Jewish state by vetoing the 
Security Council resolution regardless of the Arab leaders’ 
parley with the American leadership, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi. The writer said that the Arabs could convene a 
meeting of the Jerusalem committee and one of Arab lead- 
ers and also further coordinate their moves with the 
European Union if they wish to bring about pressure on the 
Jewish state to change its present policies. Of course the 
Arab countries’ move to take the issue to the U.N. General 
Assembly is logical step in the right direction, said the 
writer, hut every eflbrt must be exerted at the moment, on 
other fronts, to win worldwide support for the Palestinian 
rights. 

A WRITER lor Al Dustour criticised the practice of 
appointing retired people in leading positions in govern- 
ment oflice.valleging that such instances abound in the 
public administration system. These favoured people who 
are offered contracts with high salaries offer very little ser- 
vice to the state at a time when employees of lower ranks 
do the same work better and for lesser pay. said 
Mohammad Suhcihi. The writer said that while these 
retired and former government officials receive big : 
salaries, the university graduates who have been waiting in 
line for years to get jobs are totally ignored. More often 
than not the appointment of the retired people takes place 
upon the recommendation of ministers to the cabinet, under 
the pretext that the government is in need of their expertise, 
experiences und skills, said the writer. He noted that these 
have proved to be offering very little, or nothing at all. in 
comparison with the other serving employees. The writer 
said only those with rare skills in accountancy, technology 
and other very specialised fields should be recruited to 
work under contracts for short periods of time. The writer 
sjid that the appointment of a large number of retired peo- 
ple with high salaries has been banning the stale's treasury 
and causing frustration among the other employees. 
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The birth of politics and the resumption of history 


WHEN THE modem political history of Jordan is written, 
this month of March 1997 may be seen in retrospect as the 
symbolic turning point when Jordan started to make the 
transition from tribalism to modernism. I say this because 
of three separate events that have taken place this month: 
the announcement by eight centrist-tribal ist political par- 
ties to merge into a single party: His Majesty King 
Hussein’s strong, public criticism in his television inter- 
view last Friday of the bureaucracy's weaknesses and the 
phenomenon of parliamentarian-cabinet ministers: and the 
King's announcement this week of the need to strengthen 
the judiciary and deepen the separation of powers among 
the executive, legislative and judicial branches of govern- 
ment. 

Collectively, these three developments emphasise the 
obvious inability of the existing bureaucratic, political and 
non-monarchic governance structures to respond to the 
growing needs of the Jordanian people. The good news is 
that an enlightened and vigilant monarchy steps in when 
needed to address important national issues and redress 
severe imbalances or deficiencies. The bad news for 
Jordan is that the enlightened and vigilant monarchy 
remains, nearly eight decades after the advent of modem 
statehood, just about the only credible political force in the 
country. This month’s developments bring this dichotomy 
into rather sharp focus. They highlight different aspects of 
the transition from tribalism to modernism — from an out- 
dated concept of nationhood that derives from the cen- 
tralised power of the state, to a more progressive concept 
of nationhood that is based on the concept of citizenship 
and the rights that go along with citizenship. 

The eight merging political parties are noteworthy for 
three principal points: a) they dominate the centre and cen- 
tre-right of the political spectrum and would have more 
combined support than any other grouping in the country, 
including the Islamists: b) they are heavily tribal-based in 
their leadership and membership (with powerhouse lead- 
ers from the Majali. Muasher, Arar, Khreishe. Rawabdeh, 
and Kheir families); and c) they have been almost total 
failures in terms of promoting a Jordanian genuine politi- 
cal culture based on mass membership, ideological ideas, 
public debate of national issues and meaningful activism 
in the political arena. They have now recognised their 
broad weaknesses and ineffectiveness as political parties 
that innocently copied Western-style institutions and have 
embarked on the transformation into a new. more mean- 
ingful form of political organism. 

The merger of these eight parties represents nothing less 
than the birth of Jordanian politics. This is a long overdue 
step onto the road from biology to ideology — from the 
wielding of political and economic power in society on the 
strength of one’s family and blood relationships to politi- 
cal governance, power and incumbency based on one’s 


ideological appeal to a citizenry to whom one is also held 
accountable through a free and honest political process. 

The only meaningful manner in which these parries can 
merge is to transcend their geographically narrow, heavily 
personalised, and largely organic appeals, and generate a 
new appeal based on ideology, ideas, performance, and. 
most important of alL the voters’ sense of their rights as 
Jordanian citizens. It is noteworthy, in this respect, that the 
statement announcing the merger stressed the two ele- 
ments that are uppermost in the minds of ordinary 
Jordanians: their equal constitutional rights as citizens of 
the Jordanian state, regardless of their origin, and their 
desire to achieve pan-Arab rights and progress in the face 
of perceived threats from Israel or foreign quarters. 

“This is a long overdue step onto the 
road from biology to ideology — from 
the wielding of political and economic 
power in society on the strength of one’s 
family and blood relationships to politi- 
cal governance, power and incumbency 
based on one’s ideological appeal to a 
citizenry to whom one is also held 
accountable through a free and honest 
political process 


Tribal- and religious-based parties in. recent years have 
made similar appeals, but have failed totally to deliver on 
their promises. The new centrist-nationalist party will have 
to prove that it is more effective by attracting Jordanian 
members and funding and by using its considerable power 
to negotiate political deals that respond to people's needs. 
My prediction is that the new party will ultimately stress 
Jordan's well-being via two principles that are already evi- 
dent in its press statements to date: the equal civil and 
human rights of all Jordanians and Jordan's natural place 
within the wider pan- Arab context. (These two principles, 
not surprisingly, also anchor the human rights and equali- 
ty-based appeal of Toujan Feisal. the one and only 
Jordanian who has achieved the status of modem political 
leader based on an ideological, as opposed to a tribal, reli- 
gious, patriarchal or monarchical appeal ). 

This phenomenon is directly related to King Hussein's 
dramatic public ealis for greater efficiency in the delivery 
of services by the government bureaucracy — for the 
King’s statements, like the parties* merger, mark the mod- 


em Jordanian state's admission of the limits of tribalism as 
a form of public governance. King Hussein specifically 
mentioned two major problems that are directly due_to 
tribal considerations: government ministers and other offi- 
cials who benefit their families, clans and tribes through 
patronage jobs, and the appointment of ministers on the 
basis of regional (i.e. tribal) representation. 

The many other points that King Hussein made — 
bureaucratic inefficiency, separation of powers, judicial 
independence, parliamentarians boycotting parliament, 
low quality media commentaries — are indirectly a conse- 
quence of tribal assertion in the realm of public power. 
They reflect the historical facr that Jordan dries not enjoy 
a functioning political system, i.e. citizens, government 
officials and politicians who are bound to each other 
through the exercise of power, rights and responsibilities 
within the wider context of the polls, or the city. We have 
governance in Jordan — usually very good governance 
when enlightened leaders keep an eye on things and step 
in to right wrongs — but we do not have politics. 

The danger facing Jordan and many other Arab states is 
that the bureaucracy, the government and the tribal domain 
have been slowly converging into an integrated and 
increasingly inward-looking force that monopolised pub- 
lic power and resources and took care of its own; but this 
force also threatens to fragment much of the rest of the 
country and to fracture the noble concept of citizenship 
based on rights and equality. The vision that King Hussein 
offers — real separation of powers, an independent and 
high quality judiciary, a streamlined and efficient bureau- 
cracy, a cabinet chosen on the basis of merit rather than 
blood and geography, parliamentarians who attend parlia- 
mentary sessions and intelligent, accurate and ideas-based 
press commentaries — heralds a modem political gover- 
nance system. 

To succeed, such a system should be based on limits to 
government power, the rights and responsibilities of citi- 
zens. and a clear, legally mandated separation between 
personal identity, tribal solidarity, political authority - and 
the responsibility of public office-holders to uphold the 
constitutional guarantees of freedom and equality. The fact 
that Jordanians from top to bottom are now agitating to 
achieve such a vision is good news. Many will resist the 
need to change and will seek to maintain biology and ter- 
ritoriality as the prime determinants of rights and privi- 
leges. 

This birth of politics is also a resumption of history. The 
march of our predominantly Arab/Islamic Levantine histo- 
ry was interrupted three times in the last millennium — by 
Ottoman control, the European mandates and the com- 
bined impact of the cold war and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
History is slowly resuming at last, as we see in the land of 
Jordan, in the month of March 1997. 


Interest rates: Hanging in the 
balance or is there a clear direction ? 


By Khalid Walid Salah 

THE JORDANIAN govern- 
ments from 1989 onwards 
undertook an economic 
restructuring programme 
directed at decreasing the 
deficit of our budget and 
creating more confidence in 
the economy. As a result, 
and since the beginning of 
1993. the level of interest 
rates on the Jordanian dinar 
has been rising. 

The Central Bank was. 
and still is. the major player 
in this programme. Through 
its operations and scrutiny, 
it is trying to enhance the 
confidence in our banking 
system and the dinar. The 
monetary policy adopted, 
which encompassed actions 
meant to alter the money 
supply, contributed towards 
increasing the level of inter- 
est rates. 

In essence, higher interest 
rates hold inflation at 
acceptable levels and in 
check. 

Furthermore, the pegging 
of the Jordanian dinar to the 
U.S dollar contributed to 
increasing the foreign cur- 
rency reserves, as deposi- 
tors have begun exchanging 


their dollar deposits for 
Jordanian dinars in order to 
gain from the favourable 
differentia] between the rate 
on the U.S. dollar and that 
on the dinar. 

This policy has produced 
two different views in the 
market: The first advocates 
that such a trend is choking 
the investment sectors and. 
accordingly, high interest 
rates are increasing the cost 
of funds and the discount 
rates on cash inflows; hence 
acceptable returns are 
becoming harder to attain. 

The second advocates that 
economic restructuring is of 
paramount importance in 
creating a sound and com- 
petitive economy through 
efficient usage of resources. 
Thus higher interest rates 
would only induce projects 
of high return and high 
value to enter the market 
and would make users of 
funds more wary. 
Furthermore, for an emerg- 
ing economy like ours, such 
a policy will enhance the 
reserves in foreign currency 
and effectively will have a 
solid cover for the dinar. 

The first view obviously 
reflects the feeling of the 


private sector while the sec- 
ond reflects that of the gov- 
ernment. 

If one looks at details of 
the government's policy, 
one starts to see some posi- 
tive aspects in it. 

In general, and in more 
developed economies, a 
restrictive, discretionary 
monetary policy or a decel- 
eration in the growth of the 
money supply would imme- 
diately be associated with 
decreased for negative) 
growth in the level of the 
GNP. But the situation in 
Jordan is different Even 
with the restrictive policy 
we are undergoing, the 
growth figures in the GNP 
are positive and are compa- 
rable to the sound healthy 
economies around the 
world. So, in effect we find 
that we were running at 
lower efficiency levels than 
we are at present. 

When taking the first 
view into account we see 
that for any new investment 
to be viable, it has to have a 
positive net present value. 
But with the prevailing 
level of interest rates, the 
discount rate (weighted 
average cost of capital) is 


high, especially if one 
assigns a premium to the 
equity capital over that of 
the borrowed capital. 
Hence, fresh borrowings in 
dinars are going to decrease 
significantly. 

Moreover and using the 
same explanation, valua- 
tions in the stock market are 
pressured and thus we see a 
decrease in activity. 

But for how long will this 
situation persist? 

With the prevailing level 
of borrowing and the status 
of the debt and equity mar- 
kets, further increases in the 
level of interest rates would 
have a significantly 
decreasing marginal effect, 
once taken from present 
levels. 

If the goal of the Central 
Bank of Jordan is to 
increase the foreign 
reserves, then it needs to 
draw up its targets and man- 
age its monetary policy 
accordingly. If interest rates 
have to go up further, then 
the Central Bank should 
move decisively and swiftly 
in this direction. But the 
pace at which movement is 
taking place is putting more 
burden on our industries as 


no clear direction or targets 
are known. 

Once our monetary policy 
is clear, the effects shall be 
known and anticipated: 
thus, the short-run impact 
will be similar to the long- 
run impact and the policy 
gains will be instant, with 
no lag between action and 
effect. 

A clear and conspicuous 
dialogue is needed between 
the Central Bank and the 
private sector so as busi- 
nesses could take provi- 
sions regarding expected 
increase in rates. 

Once the required 
reserves are achieved, 
enough confidence in our 
economy would have been 
built and easing in the 
money supply shall start 
taking place, hopefully 
together with a good growth 
in our GNP. 

It is known that any 
restructuring policy is usu- 
ally accompanied by some 
pain and suffering, but are 
we to gain more or lose in 
the long run? 

Several emerging markets 
have adopted such policies 
of reform that led to an 
enhanced performance in 


the economy, accompanied 
by sound growth and 
decreasing budget deficits. 

Malaysia and** Egypt have 
undergone severe restruc- 
turing, but both are enjoy- 
ing noticeable economic 
growth. 

It is time for all concerned 
institutions, private, public 
and governmental, to open 
a clear dialogue that 
addresses our short-term 
and long-term goals, for if 
we. jointly, as Jordanians, 
draw a clear and sound pol- 
icy, adhere to its directives 
and pool our efforts togeth- 
er, we shall be able to attain 
better standards of living 
through an enhanced eco- 
nomic structure. 

The writer, an analyst and 
investment manager, is the 
first Jordanian, residing in 
the Kingdom, to have 
acquired a Chartered 
Financial Analyst ( CFA ) 
designation. The title was 
granted by the Association 
of Investment Management 
and Research from 
Charlottesville, Virginia, 
U.S. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan 
Times . 


All children need care 


To the Editor: 

WE HAVE all been very moved by the intervention of 
Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor on 
behalf of the orphans at Al Hussein Welfare Institute in 
Ashrafieh, but noi surprised by ihe magnanimity and 
generosity of Their Majesties who have always been 
deeply concerned by the well-being of their citizens, 
especially the most needy and neglected. 

As a volunteer, I have been involved in caring for 
some of those unfortunate children at Al Hussein 
Welfare Institute in Amman, during the past few years, 
though I stopped visiting the centre in 1991 because I 
was angered by the fact that some of the handicapped 
orphans I was caring for were suddenly being trans- 
ferred to other centres, away from the capital. 

Three years ago. I decided to find out about their 
whereabouts: I had been told that they were sheltered 
in a centre on the outskirts of Jerash. "The Jerash 
Rehabilitation Centre”, so 1 went to see them. 

I expected to be pleasantly surprised as the building 
was spacious, modem and set in a beautiful location. 

To meet them again was a shock: 1 could barely 
recognise them; their mental state was much worse 
than I had remembered. 

It was clear to me that the progress they had gained 
during their slay in Amman through the weekly treat- 
ment by the Cerebral Palsy Foundation, and the psy- 
chological support and training at Al Fuheis Hospital 



were all but lost. 

As for the other children at the Jerash Rehabilitation 
Centre (who were mostly non-orphans and staying 
there on temporary basis), they appeared unhappy, dis- 
traught and severely malnourished. Moreover, it was 
obvious (o me that most had been bruised and wound- 
ed rather badly. The children would be jittery and back 
off when approached, as if they expected to be beaten. 
They were gathered in rooms sitting around tables with 
nothing to do and nothing to play with. When I asked 
if they had any toys, the nurses pointed at a cupboard 
and nonchalantly told me that they were locked inside 
it. It was a beautiful day and l asked why the children 
couldn't moke use of the pleasant garden. Tbe answer 
was that only the older patients had that prerogative, 
and that the children were too young to take the “risk.” 

The whole atmosphere there was rather oppressive. 

When 1 asked the director of the institute why it was 
so. he boasted that for each patient, the government 
was spending a monthly amount of JD 250 . 1 wondered 
whether the money was used in a proper way. 

I believe it is high time officials at the Ministry of 
Social Affairs take the necessary steps to alleviate the 
suffering of all orphaned and handicapped children in 
Jordan, regardless of their location. 


Maria Saadi, 


Amman. 



Fighting addictions 

To the Editor: 

DRUGS ARE bad for the mind and body, say experts 
in the field. And, unfortunately, it attracts especially 
youths seeking to perform some “heroic” deeds, try- 
ing to prove that they are grown ups and responsible. 

Taking drugs could mean smoking cigarettes, snort- 
ing cocaine or drinking alcohol. 

The youths sometimes imitate their parents, thinkin® 
it is a mark of civilised society and modem behaviour 
They believe this is the best means to entertain them- 
selves. 

Drug addiction and alcoholism are illnesses. 

Those suffering from these diseases need treatment, 
not punishment. I believe that ail the members of any 
society should act together to save the drug addict. 

It is also important that the members of the family 
understand the addict's situation, treat him gently and 
look after him carefully and patiently, without letting 
him feel guilty. 

Press campaigns should be arranged as well and 
schools, mosques, churches, clubs and different soci- 
eties should Fight, through whatever means they have 
against drup. These campaigns should strongly show 
the harmful effects of drugs on human beings. 


Jamal Abu Tayeh, 
Amman. 
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Overcrowded now, by 2000 Egypt’s schools 
will have 1 m fewer children to teach 


CAIRO — At a primary 
school in a working-class 
district of Cairo, the bell 
rings at 1 1 a.m. Children 
in smocks pour out of the 
heavy iron gates. Their 
school day has already 
ended. Other children will 
soon be flocking in. Holi- 
days apart — as at this 
moment, a break from the 
last two weeks of 
Ramadan — half of 
Egypt's 25,000 schools 
have to operate more than 
one shift a day. 

Decades of underin vest- 
ment and surging popula- 
tion have strained public 
education beyond 

endurance. While parents 
pay out to private schools 
and crammers, planners 
worry that poor brain- 
power will remain a brake 
on growth even as 
Egypt's economy 

emerges from the long 
stranglehold of central 
planning. 

The sTati sties are grim. 
Half a century after uni- 
versal free education was 
decreed in Egypt, adult 


literacy is reckoned to be 
just 50 per cent. Among 
the women of the poor 
southern town of Mallawi 
— a stronghold of the 
Islamist radicals who 
have battled Egyptian 
police for the past five 
years — that figure is 
only 10 per cent. 

Typically, an Egyptian 
completes 4 and a half 
years of school, whereas 
an Israeli completes ten. 
The quality is poor too. A 
1 994 survey of 10 to 1 7- 
year-olds who had fin- 
ished at least five years of 
school found that barely 
one in 20 could calculate 
the volume of a cube. The 
ratio of pupils to teachers 
in public schools is 45 to 
one. Some city classes 
pack 100 children to a 
room. With a school-age 
population of 16 million, 
even the respectable 6 per 
cent of GDP spent on edu- 
cation means only $200 a 
year per pupil; in practice, 
less, since spending is 
skewed towards 

universities — though 


even so Egyptian college 
students get 0.04 per cent 
of the money spent on 
their Japanese counter- 
parts. 

To make space for 
incoming classes, schools 
regularly let pupils go to 
the next class up regard- 
less of merit. Similarly, 
teachers are promoted 
solely on the basis of 
seniority. Paid, on aver- 
age, less than $100 a 
month, most resort to pri- 
vate tutoring to make 
ends meet. Two-thirds of 
primary students and 
nearly all secondary 
pupils take outside 
lessons — not only to pre- 
pare for exams but to 
incline their teachers- 
cum-tutors to let them 
pass. 

In Egypt's rigid system, 
exam results determine 
not only whether a stu- 
dent may qualify for high- 
er education but which 
faculty he may be eligible 
for. TTianks to poor pay 
prospects, teacher-train- 
ing colleges long attracted 


only those who did worst 
in exams. Now competi- 
tion to get into them has 
stiffened — thanks, ironi- 
cally, to teachers' ability 
to earn from private 
lessons. By one govern- 
ment estimate, cramming 
has grown into a $2 bil- 
lion industry. The cost of 
schooling. supposedly 
free, is 10 per cent of the 
average family income 
per child, and rising, says 
Nader Fergany. an educa- 
tional consultant. In 
effect, he says, "when the 
government builds a new 
school, it is actually 
building a marketplace 
for teachers to meet their 
clients." 

The teaching itself, by 
tradition, encourages rote 
learning rather than criti- 
cal thinking. Martial drills 
and physical punishment 
are standard. "They flat- 
ten students," says a con- 
sul ram for UNICEF. "The 
ministry of education sees 
its role as socialising and 
disciplining children as 
much as teaching them." 


Belatedly, the govern- 
ment has recognised the 
scale of its problem. It has 
tripled the education bud- 
get and built some 6,000 
schools in the past five 
years. Colourful new text- 
books contrast with the 
dreary stuff that children 
used to have to endure. 
The ministry now talks of 
basic education as a prior- 
ity, and has loosened rules 
to allow experiments like 
the 120 community-run 
schools that UNICEF has 
established in some 
remote hamlets in upper 
Egypt. 

Recognising that the 
state cannot cope, the 
ministry has encouraged 
private-sector higher edu- 
cation. Four private 
universities opened in 
1996. These, it is hoped, 
will produce graduates 
better attuned to the needs 
of a job market saturated 
with incompetent holders 
of degrees in unwanted 
subjects from the 13 state 
universities. Demand is 
fierce. The American Uni- 


Israelis unleash dogs on Hizbollah fighters 


By Shyam Bhatia 

NABATIYEH — The 
Israeli army has unleashed 
a bizarre new weapon 
against Hizbollah in South 
Lebanon. Worried at the 
□umber of men lost on mis- 
sions, the elite Egoz com- 
mando unit is using rot- 
Jflveilers to hunt down 
Hizbollah fighters hiding in 
the border zone. 

The dogs are trained to 
find enemy forces and pin 
them down until they are 
picked up by the comman- 
dos. Lebanese elders in 
Nabatiyeh say their men are 
more fearful of facing 100 
pounds of hostile canine 
flesh than Israelis in olive 
fatigues. Hizbollah officials 
say it is clear from Israeli 
army radio transmissions 
that the dogs are trained to 
kill. "We have intruded our 
people to cany poisoned 
meat when they go on mis- 
sions." said one. 


The Israelis are not con- 
cerned about complaints 
from animal rights organisa- 
tions. They feel the loss of 
life has been so high that 
risking a dog’s life is the 
price to be paid in order to 
save soldiers. 

“A war of wits is going on 
in South Lebanon between 
the Israeli army and the 
Islamic resistance,” says 
U.N. force spokesman 
Timor Goksul. 

“Initially, the resistance 
used cable-controlled road- 
side bombs. Later there 
came radio-controlled road- 
side bombs, which meant 
someone with a CB radio 
could use it as a detonating 
mechanism. 

•The Israelis used elec- 
tronic countermeasures to 
set off the bombs prema- 
turely. but Hizbollah has 
introduced its own counter- 
ploys." 

Hizbollah's latest tactic is 
to hide bombs inside fibre- 



Rottweiler — the la tes wea- 
pon in Israel's arsenal 

glass rocks that Israeli road 
patrols find almost impossi- 
ble to detect. Most vulnera- 
ble are the Egoz foot 
patrols, which are sent out 
daily to flush out Hizbollah 
forces. 


At the Ram Bam Hospital 
in northern Israel, doctors 
have renamed the 
orthopaedic ward after the 
Egoz unit because of the 
high number of commandos 
brought in for treatment. 
Last month, to raise morale, 
the Israeli army decided ro 
lift the veil of secrecy about 
Egoz. Israeli journalists 
were taken to South 
Lebanon to interview the 
young, heavily armed sol- 
diers in battlefield camou- 
flage. Bur the publicity 
angered soldiers’ families, 
who were not aware the men 
were being sent on such 
dangerous missions. 

“I never asked my son 
what he was doing in 
Lebanon, but when I saw 
him on television I was 
stunned.” the mother of one 
soldier was quoted as telling 
Israeli reporters. "Since then 
I have had many sleepless 
nights. The army made a 
mistake by exposing this." 


The casualties in Lebanon 
have added to the problems 
caused by low morale 
among Israeli soldiers. Offi- 
cers warn of a rising number 
of desertions and poor moti- 
vation. 

One idea being discussed 
is to screen the video film of 
the assassination of Yasser 
Arafat’s late deputy. Abu 
Jihad, killed by Israeli com- 
mandos in his Tunis villa. 
The operation was filmed by 
a member of the hit team, 
and army commanders 
believe it would do wonders 
for morale if it were 
screened on national TV. 

At the peak of the intifada 
the Israeli army screened a 
film depicting undercover 
army units operating in the 
occupied territories in an 
attempt to raise soldiers' 
morale and cause panic 
among the enemy. 


The Observer 


Fighting rages in Sudan 


(Continued from page 1) 

of the attacks. 

Gen. Ahmad said “inten- 
sive shelling was unleashed 
on the Sudanese town of 
Bazi from all directions as 
cover for an assault by heavy 
machinery in which 1 2 tanks 
look part." 

£ The spokesman said the 
^Jgandans also used rebel 
Tutsi-controlled East Zaire to 
“ensure free movement of 
their troops." Rebels trying 
to oust Zaire’s President 
Mobutu Sese Seko have cap- 
tured a large part of the coun- 
try's eastern region. 

Gen. Ahmad noted that the 
Sudanese areas currently 
being attacked were held by 
the rebel SPLA until 1994 
when they were recaptured in 
a major offensive by 
Sudanese government forces. 

Sudanese Information 
Minister A1 Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohamed Khair had said 


earlier that "the large number 
of tanks and heavy artillery 
used in the attack demon- 
strate the involvement of 
Kampala." 

The charges were denied 
by Mr. Arman, who said the 
SPLA had long had access to 
heavy weapons and 
described the government’s 
accusations as a “naive 
attempt to explain their 
defeat.” 

The SPLA has been fight- 
ing for the past 13 years in a 
bid to free die largely Christ- 
ian and animist south of 
Sudan from domination by 
the Arabised. Islamic north. 

On Sunday, the SPLA said 
they had captured Kaya and 
that they were advancing on 
the southern town of Juba. 

"The SPLA forces 
launched a simultaneous 
attack on Kaya and the Yei- 
Juba road and captured 
Kaya town. Our forces are 


three kilometres from Yei 
town. We will capture it at 
any time,” Mr. Arman told 
Reuters in Eritrea. 

Kaya, west of the Nile, is 
only 30 kilometres north of 
the Uganda border, and 70 
kilometres east of Yei. 

Mr. Annan said the rebel 
forces had also attacked 
Morobo, and had captured 
Gumuni garrison on the Yei- 
Juba road. The headquarters 
of the National Tobacco 
Company near Gumuni was 
also in SPLA hands, he said. 

The rebel claim was the 
first indication in several 
weeks of the progress of the 
offensive, in which the oppo- 
sition captured two towns on 
the eastern Ethiopian border. 

Sudan has accused neigh- 
bours Eritrea. Ethiopia and 
Uganda of fighting alongside 
the rebels, who want to pres- 
sure the Khartoum gover- 
nment and spark a popular 
uprising to topple the rule of 
Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan AI Bashir. 


Palestinian negotiators quit en masse 


^(Continued from page I) 

ment and swallow up more 
of their nearby lands. 

“The soldiers and settlers 
insist on persecuting us 
even in our own homes, but 
we will fight them.” said 
Naim Daana, a resident. 

Earlier Monday, about 20 
Palestinian youths threw 
stones and empty bortles at 
Israeli soldiers who set up a 
checkpoint at the entrance 
to the villaee of Beit Ontar 
outside Hebron. The sol- 
diers responded with tear- 
gas. 

■Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, meanwhile, warned 
of a possible repetition of 
the violence that greeted 
Mr. Netanyahu’s opening 
iPf a new entrance to a tun- 
nel in Arab East Jerusalem 
tost September. 

- “The policy of Mr. 

- Netanvahu and his govern- 


ment will lead us to the 
abyss, will lead us to very 
dangerous things which we 
are all trying to avoid,” Mr. 
Abed Rabbo told Israel 
Radio. 

An Israeli official said 
Israel would not go-ahead 
with the nine-per cent pull- 
back so long as Palestinians 
rejected it- Mr. Levy said he 
made clear to Mr. Abbas 
that Israel would not recon- 
sider building the settle- 
ment nor negotiate the West 
Bank pullback. 

Mr. Arafat’s Cabinet Sec- 
retary .Ahmad Abdul Rah- 
man warned that negotia- 
tions were "at a dead end 
and in real danger.” 

"We have sure informa- 
tion that the Israeli govern- 
ment is preparing for an 
imminent clash with the 
Palestinian people to 
impose its decisions on 
them by force,” he said, 

Mr. Levy earlier Monday 


acknowledged deep prob- 
lems in the peace process 
and called on Palestinians 
to lower their expectations. 

“Israel and the Palestini- 
ans differ totally in their 
vision of the peace 
process” Mr. Levy said in 
an interview on Israel 
Radio. 

But he warned the Pales- 
tinians from turning to 
unrest in response to the 
Israel moves, saying: 
"Israel will not be held 
hostage to threats of vio- 
lence. If there is violence, 
we will do our duty.” 

The pullouts are to be car- 
ried out concurrently with 
talks towards a Final peace 
settlement — slated to 
begin next week and end in 
1999 — in which the 
Palestinians hope to gain 
statehood. 

It is widely assumed that 
autonomous areas would 
become part of such a state. 


’Missile downed TWA plane’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

in the disaster. 

Investigators say a mis- 
sile remains one of three 
theories, along with a bomb 
or mechanical failure. 

The paper also said tapes 
to be released later this 
week by the Federal Avia- 
don Administration suggest 
a projectile moving at 
2,400 kilometres per hour 
was on a collision course 
with the plane just before it 
exploded over the ocean 
during a flight to Paris. 

It did not give details of 
the type of tapes it said 
would be released. 

The report said '’com- 
pelling testimony’’ indicat- 
ed a missile hit the plane on 
the right side, forward of 
the wing, passing through 
the fuselage without 
exploding. 

"The source of the missile 
remains unclear, with spec- 
ulation centering on either 
a terrorist attack or friendly 
fire, possibly a secret navy 
weapons test gone wrong,” 
the paper said. 

Investigators say an 
explosion in the plane’s 
nearly empty center fuel 
tank broke the huge aircraft 
in half. 

The cause of that explo- 
sion has not been officially 
declared, but James 
Sanders, a private investi- 
gator who assisted the 
newspaper's inquiry, said 
he believes heat from a 
missile was responsible. 

The newspaper said Mr. 
Sanders, a retired police 
officer and writer with 
investigative experience 
who is married to a TWA 
employee, obtained sam- 
ples of the seat fabric from 
crash investigation sources 
and had 'it privately 
analysed, coming up with 
the missile fuel residue 
finding. 

The components, the 
paper said, were magne- 


sium, silicon, aluminium, 
calcium, zinc and other 
metals, ''consistent with a 
missile's internal compo- 
nents and wiring.” 

In Washington, officials 
reiterated their denials that 
any missile test was con- 
ducted off eastern New 
York at the time of the 
crash. 

“It just isn’t true. There 
was no missile firing at that 
time. It's been looked at 
and looked at, and nothing 
has changed.” one uniden- 
tified navy official told the 
newspaper. 

He referred all other 
questions to the FBI, which 
is investigating the crash 
with the NTSB. 

The paper quoted James 
Kallstrora, assistant direc- 
tor of the FBI and its chief 
investigator of the explo- 
sion, as confirming that the 
reddish residue was found 
on seats — but denying 
that it had anything to do 
with missiles. 

"There’s a logical expla- 
nation but I’m not going to 
get into it." Mr. Kallstrom 
said in an interview with 
the paper on Friday. 

Mr. Kallstrom told the 
Associated Press early 
Monday that he could not 
comment because he had 
nor yet seen the Press- 
Enterprise story. 

In November, he angrily 
denounced the friendly fire 
theory as "pure, unadulter- 
ated nonsense.” and NTSB 
Chairman Jim Hall called it 
"unfounded and irrespon- 
sible."' 

Navy officers and former 
officers argue that because 
a ship’s crew and hundreds 
of other people in the com- 
munications network 
would know within min- 
utes of such a missile fir- 
ing, there is no way it could 
be concealed from Con- 
gress, the public and the 
news media, especially for 
months afterward. 


versiry in Cairo, the oldest 
private college in Egypt, 
can demand 92 per cent 
scores in its entry exams 
and fees of some $10,000 
a year. 

Privatisation is not seen 
as an answer lower down, 
though. The state allows 
its schools to offer fee- 
charging “remedial class- 
es.” but remains commit- 
ted to providing eight 
years of free basic school- 
ing. Uprooting the prac- 
tice of outside teaching 
has proved difficult. Nail- 
ing crammers for tax eva- 
sion has been one method, 
yet only 4,000 out of 
400,000 teachers have 
registered their lessons 
with the taxman. Another 
effort failed just as miser- 
ably. Middle schools used 
to allow teachers’ evalua- 
tions to make up 20 per 
cent of grade, the rest 
being determined by stan- 
dardised tests. Finding 
that teachers used their 20 
per cent to pressure stu- 
dents into private lessons, 
the Ministry of Education 
decided to' make grades 
100 per cent exam -deter- 
mined. Though this liber- 
ated students from black- 
mail by their own teach- 
ers. even more of them 
resorted to exam cram- 
mers. 

There is one hope on the 
horizon, however. Two 
decades of dropping birth 
rates mean that the 
school-age population is 
set to peak this year. By 
2000 Egypt will* have 1 
million fewer children to 
teach. 

The Economist 


Randa Habib’s 

===== comer 


How long to the 
21st century? 


IT TOOK the King’s personal intervention to draw the 
attention to the appalling state of orphans in our country. 
So. once more, things had to reach the King in order to 
Find a solution away from official channels. 

Jordanians have always felt confident that no matter how 
bad things were, their King will find a way to make things 
right and back on track. 

But why should we always wait for the head of state to 
"ring the bell." What are thousands of public servants 
doing in a saturated labour market? 

Ironically, tens of otherwise idle officials were jolted 
into action by the Monarch's call for change, with each of 
them voicing uncalled-for, too-late opinions. Not by 
words but rather by deeds, the country should be run. 

Isn't it time for all of us to mature? Can’t we all, each in 
his field, cany out responsibilities properly, instead of sit- 
ting back and waiting for the King to discover some of our 
ugly realities. 

The King, who expressed anger and pain at the state of 
the orphaned children, said he was shocked that it was 
happening in his country without his knowledge. 

For too long a complicity of silence prevailed among the 
people who hold the power. They were keener on hiding 
the wrongdoing rather than on unveiling it. Criticism was 
brushed away, with arrogance. 

Now the King has launched, himself, the white revolu- 
tion he called for a year ago. 

So let us all go down to business. Let us start with the 
helpless. 

The 1.100 orphans and displaced children will, from 
now on, live decently. They will be well taken care off. no 
doubt about that. The Welfare Institutes and the Ministry' 
of Social Affairs know that the King will keep an eye on 
those innocent children. 

Maybe it is time to look into our system of adoption. So 
many people who are not blessed with children would give 
anything to adopt a child and give him/her the love and 
attention that no institution, even the best one. can give 
them. 

Our next goal should be the homes for the elderly and 
the mentally retarded. 

A commission should quickly and discrerely investigate 
the state of those homes. I am sure they will have a lot to 
report on their state. 

As for the so many other departments, should we wait 
for the King to tour them before they acquire the efficien- 
cy and the professionalism that one expects in a modem 
countrv on the eve of the 21th centurv ? 


Researchers hope egg sale 
can fund own ‘Jurassic park’ 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuier 

LONDON — No august uni- 
versity is backing them, no 
museum or entrepreneur has 
taken the plunge, but a motley 
grouping of scientists and fos- 
sil hunters hope to create a 
real-life "Jurassic park” using 
mummified dinosaur eggs — 
if they can just raise the cash. 

Desperately strapped and 
unable to continue their 
research without more 
money, the assorted palaeon- 
tologists and collectors are 
making a difficult sacrifice by 
auctioning off two of their 
precious eggs. 

“We have outrageous debts 
and the money will go to clear 
those debts and fund the pro- 
ject,” said Terry Manning, a 
fossil dealer and restorer who 
helped found the dinosaur 
embryo project. 

The eggs, discovered in 
China's Henan province, are 
especially well-preserved. 
Unlike dinosaur eggs that 
decorate the mantel of many 
an enthusiast, these fossils 
contain dinosaur embryos so 
intact that not only are their 
tiny bones clearly visible, but 
some of the soft tissue sur- 
vives. 

“They are two of the most 
complete and by far the best 
preserved eggs with embryos 
of any dinosaur to be discov- 
ered.” Mr. Manning said. 

“They represent the 
absolute miracle of the natur- 
al world's abilities to preserve 
its past for millions of years." 

They also conceal whal Mr. 
Manning believes could be a 
scientific breakthrough. He 
has found evidence that the 
minuscule embryos went 
through several generations 
of teeth — before they even 
hatched. 

“It appears that baby 
dinosaurs, during their devel- 
opment within the egg. shed 
their First-generation teeth 
and some of their second-gen- 
eration teeth." Mr. Manning 
said. 

"They hatched oui wearing 
their third set of dentures.” 

Mr. Manning and the scien- 
tists who work with him have 
no idea why this might be. It 
is one of the reasons they are 
so keen to continue their 
research. 

Mr. Manning has struck a 
deal with auctioneers Phillips 


in New York to sell the two 
eggs, about the size of very 
large goose eggs, on Dec. 14. 
He hopes to raise S800.000. 

David Herskowitz of 

Phillips said the eggs were so 
unusual that he did not know 
how much they would sell 
for. “We were careful not to 
put a price tag on it." he said. 

But he said each egg could 
bring anything up to 

S300.000. 

“This is the first time that 
an embryonic dinosaur egg 
has been sold that has been 
studied and described by 
palaeontologists." Mr. Her- 
skowitz said. 

"We are hoping ihai an 
institution will buy it such as 
a museum or a university — 
or that a philanthropist will 
buy it and donate it to a muse- 
um.” 

Mr. Manning first bought 
the eggs, nearly 60 in total, 
from a freelance trader in 
1992, and developed unique 
methods for examining and 
preserving them. A bc*ur 15 of 
the eggs have skeletal 
remains inside. 

The two eggs to be auc- 
tioned are from the same nest 
and have been identified as 
belonging to a therizinosaur. a 
two-legged dinosaur that 
lived in the upper cretaceous 
period, 75 million years ago. 
It walked on two legs and had 
powerful arms with three 
clawed fingers on each hand. 

Mr. Manning thinks the 
eggs are well-enough pre- 
served to extract DNA from 
them. Such a delicate under- 
taking has never been docu- 
mented as successful — 
although Chinese scientists 
claimed to have done so last 
year. 

Extraction of dinosaur 
DNA from bloodsucking 
insects preserved in amber 
featured in Michael Crich- 
ton’s best-selling novel and 
film “Jurassic Park". 

in Crichton's fictionalised 
account a wealthy entrepre- 
neur hires scientists who use 
the DNA to clone living 
dinosaurs. 

This is theoretically possi- 
ble. says palaeontologist 
Arthur Cruickshank. a collab- 
orator on the dinosaur embryo 
project. Bui right now. there 
is no way to Find out. 

"We have colleagues who 
can extract DNA." he said. 

“Somewhere in one of those 


eggs we have just got to be 
abFe to find DNA." Simply 
having dinosaur DNA to 
study would extraordinarily 
useful, as scientists know 
very' little about the biology 
of the extinct animals. 

”We are kind of in limbo, 
because we’ve taken the sci- 
ence about as far as it can go 
without putting a lot more 
time into it. We've been try- 
ing to raise funds to do the 
research since 1995 without 
success." Mr. Cruickshank 
added. 

Ken Joysey. former director 
of the Museum of Zoology at 
Cambridge University, retired 
before he could press for the 
university to buy the eggs. 
"It's wonderful material. The 
best specimens are the best- 
preserved embryonic 

dinosaurs in existence.” he 
said. 

But getting a university to 
undertake such a project was 
"a lengthy and chancy busi- 
ness" that could take years, he 
added. 

The four-member team put 
some of the eggs on display in 
1995 in an anempi to attract 
funding, and still lend some 
of the collection to museums. 
Researchers at the University 
of North Carolina are. for 
example, making chemical 
studies of one. 

Mr. Cruickshank and Mr. 
Manning said efforts to get 
government sponsorship had 
so far failed. Laboratories did 
exist (hat could do the needed 
research but the team wanted 
to do it themselves. 

"We're not going to hand 
over our material to other 
people to work on. no matter 
who they are.” Mr. Cruick- 
shank said. 

The buyers will be free to 
experiment on the eggs but it 
was considered more likely 
they would be used for dis- 
play. Serious science. Mr. 
Cruickshank said, would 
require samples from many 
different eggs. 

"We have put a lot of time 
in on these things. Just to 
hand it over and say "look 
here, old chaps, enjoy' — 
human nature ain't like that. 

"Dammit, w'e want Lhe Fun. 
That's basically it. I'd be very- 
fed up if 1 thought somebody 
else was going tu work on it." 
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Kuwaiti government urged to roll back the state 


KUWAIT CITY i AFP) — 
Kuwait must overhaul its 
bloated welfare <iate and 
boost the role of the private 
>eetor if it is to create 
enough |ub% for a last 
expanding population and 
balance the state finances, 
economists said. 

“The state employs about 
o.' per cent of the total 
Kuwaiti labour force." said 
local economist Jasem A1 
Saadoun. elfectixely mak- 
ing it "i he sole employer" 
of Kuwaitis. 

"We cannot employ more 
un the gu\ eminent l unless 
we go and borrow heaxily. 
We haw to find a way to 
cone with the situation and 
Miiw the problem" said 
Mr. Saadoun. who heads Al 
Shall Economic Consul- 
tants. 

As well as employing 
most Kuwaitis, the govern- 
ment does noi tax its 
“Ot i.tli Hi citizens and offers 
generous state handouts, 
including free health cure 
and education, long-term 
housing loans with free 
land and heavy utility sub- 
sidies. 


Economists say the sys- 
tem was sustainable al the 
height of the Oil boom in 
the 1970s and early 19S0s 
when the state used it as a 
means to redistribute its 
wealth, and still hud 
enough to salt away more 
than 5100 billion in foreign 
investments. 

But those foreign assets 
have tumbled now to an 
estimated S40 billion after 
fooling the bill for the 
1 090- 199 1 Gulf war. while 
the government has run a 
public deficit of more than 
S3 billion a year since then. 

“li is a rich country. They 
say oil reserves will Iasi 
1 00 years ... but 1 think it is 
wrong to think only about 
this generation." said one 
economist, who asked not 
to be named. 

“You can't motivate peo- 
ple to work if you continue 
this welfare state." the 
economist said. “You could 
continue to provide or 
redistribute oil wealth 
among Kuwaitis, but you 
can introduce reforms to 
move the economy closer 
to a market econoniv." 


The government regular- 
ly makes calls for the pri- 
vate sector to help provide 
jobs for the 50.000 Kuwait- 
is expected in the next five 
years to join the national 
labour force that now num- 
bers 184.000. 

“I think the private .sector 
is the only way out of this 
dilemma.” Planning Minis- 
ter Ali Al Zmia. who took 
office in October, told par- 
liament last month during a 
briefing on employment. 

Economists said the gov- 
ernment is stoning to come 
to terms with the idea that 
it can no longer expand the 
state bureaucracy to create 
new jobs when many 
Kuwaiti officials already 
do not have enough to fill 
their time. 

"(Zmia) just realised that 
we have 50 per cent of our 
total Kuwaiti labour force 
in hidden unemployment.*' 
said Mr. Saadoun, although 
the official jobless are less 
than two per cent of the 
national labour force. 

A privatisation drive, 
involving selling stakes in 
companies that mainly fell 


into state hands during a 
stock market collapse in 
1982. is one way the gov- 
ernment is reducing its 
role. 

The sell-offs have raised 
S2 billion since 1994, with 
a strong response from pri- 
vate investors, who are esti- 
mated to have assets of 
between $40 billion and 
$60 billion mainly held 
abroad. 

Economists say more of 
that money could be repa- 
triated into local projects. 
“Where there is a real, 
viable chance to invest 
money, the private sector is 
willing to invest." said Mr. 
Saadoun. 

He points to the heavy 
oversubscription for shares 
when a 10 per cent stake 
was offered in a S2 billion 
petrochemical venture now 
being built called Equate, 
which also involves foreign 
and state participation. 

But industrialists com- 
plain that investment 
opportunities like Equate 
are few and far between, 
and new projects face a 
maze of red tape before 


they receive a licence. 

Kuwaitis are also reluc- 
tant to go for private sector 
jobs where the hours are 
longer, the work more 
demanding and often worse 
paid, economists argue. 

Most of these jobs are 
carried out by Kuwait's 
large expatriate community 
of some 1.3 million people. 

“The government needs 
to change its attitude and 
language towards the pub- 
lic sector, and be very frank 
with the people” that the 
old ways cannot continue, 
commented Mr. Saadoun. 


IMF: Foreign investment 
to triple in Egypt in 1997 


CAIRO (AFPl — Foreign investment in Egypt this year 
will triple in comparison with die previous year, an 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) official has forecast. 

Arvin Subramanian, the IMF's representative in Cairo, 
told the official newspaper Al Ahram that foreign invest- 
ment will reach $2.1 billion in the July 1996 to June 1997 
financial year. 

Last year foreign investment in Egypt came to $650 mil- 
lion. 

Foreign investment in projects will reach $800 million 
while investments in financial instruments will account for 
another $1.3 billion. Mr. Subramanian said. 

During the first six months of this financial year, $450 
million in foreign investment went toward shares while 
S200 million was used to buy treasury bonds. 

During 1995/96, investment in projects reached $600 
million while investment in financial instruments came to 
only $50 million. 
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Economic growth is the best guarantee 
of Gulf security — Bahraini premier 
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KUWAIT CITY i AFPl — 
Arab Gulf .states should 
imitate Asian economic 
models to boost prosperity 
w hicli is a heller guarantee 
of stability than excessive 
seeurili measures, the 
Bahraini premier has said 
in remarks here. 

"Manx industries moved 
from the country of origin 
to Asian countries to cut the 
cost of production, and 
eventual!} prices." Bahraini 
Prime Minister Khalifa Ibn 
Salman Al Khalifa told 
Kuwait's English-language 


Arab Times. 

“So why can’t the Gulf 
slates pave ihe way and cre- 
ate favourable circum- 
stances to attract such 
industries." the premier said 
in an interview-, also carried 
by its sister Arabic daily Al 
Seyassah. 

“Yes. stability normally 
precedes posperity and in 
some cases leads to it. But 
we must not exaggerate our 
security arrangements at 
the expense of prosperity." 
he said, after a two-month 
tour of South East Asian 


countries. 

Arab Gulf states have 
spent billions of dollars on 
weapons deals for their mil- 
itary since the 1990-1991 
Gulf war to protect them- 
selves against perceived 
threats from Iran and Iraq. 

"We must free ourselves 
of excessive and unneces- 
sary security measures that 
would only weaken the 
economy and delay pros- 
perity. We must realise that 
prosperity eventually leads 
to security and perpetuates 
it." he said. 


He said Gulf states and 
the private sector have the 
financial reserves to pro- 
mote and finance new local 
industry, but instead tend to 
focus on investment abroad. 

“I believe that Bahrain is 
prepared to accommodate 
many projects through joint 
ventures with other Gulf 
countries," he said. 

Bahrain is the smallest oil 
producer among the oil-rich 
Arab Gulf states and is Dy- 
ing to broaden its industries 
that now focus on refining, 
aluminium and banking. 
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Oil prices set to soar after 2005 — CGES 
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LONDON (AFP) — 
Reduced production and 
burgeoning demand around 
Ihe world will heat up oil 
prices alter 2005. the Centre 
for Global Energy Studies 
i CGES i has said.' 

The London-based 
research group predicted that 
a lvtu.li mark median of 
OPEC crude oil prices 
would tall from M3 per bar- 
rel at ihe end of I uor» to $ 1 5 
in 2 mm. 


Crude prices would rise 
back to S22 in 2005 and 
would then surge to S36 per 
barrel in 2010 . 

CGES said that prices 
would fall between now and 
2000 because of increased 
production by non-OPEC 
countries. 

Output would initially 
grow at a faster pace than 
demand, the CGES said. 
However, ii predicted that b> 
2 (J 00 consumption would 


have grown by 6.9 million 
barrels per day to a daily 
total of 7S.6 million barrels! 

The group predicted that 
non-OPEC countries would 
increase production by 3.4 
million barrels per day 
between 1996 and 2001. 

In addition, it said that by 
1 999 Iraq is expected to have 
increased oil exports to lev- 
els comparable to those seen 
prior to a worldwide embar- 
go that was applied to the 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Clothes 
5 Assistance 
9 In a state of 
wonderment 

14 Surpassing the 
ordinary 

15 Ot an age 

16 Wept 

1 7 Labyrinth 
13 Melody 

1 9 Thrashed 

20 Galactic 
phenomenon 

23 On the level 

24 Forbids 

25 Not dose 
23 Finosnc 

29 Islet 

30 Govt, gp 
33 Foreigner 
35 Sick 

56 Hebrew month 
37 Imaginary extent 
of space 

41 Star follower 

42 Home away 
from home 

43 — orange (spiny 
tree) 

44 Pig’s place 

45 Promos 

46 Mr. Onassis 
43 Cut off 

49 Beginner's verb 

in Latin 

50 Porter of music 
52 Galactic group 

59 Butterfceans 

60 Chnstmas 

61 Faction 

62 Make a speech 

63 Fuss 

64 Actress Moran 

65 Goods for sale 

66 British gun 

67 Requirement 


1 (2 13 |4 ■■5 [6 (7 (8 ■■9110 111 |12 |13 


country in 1990. 

In December 1996, the 
United Nations allowed Iraq 
to resume limited oil exports 
For the first time since Iraqi 
troops invaded Kuwait on 
the eve of the Gulf war. 

Price falls would come to 
an abrupt end after the rum 
of the century because 
increases in output by non- 
OPEC countries, which 
began in 1994. would peter 
out in 2001 . 

Thereafter. production 
would level out and would 
fall in a further five years' 
time, CGES. which is 
thought to be close to OPEC 
countries, said. 
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Peanuts 


GOOD MORNING, 
v CRABBY.. J 
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130 131 |32 


YOU WANT 
CRABBY? 
HERE'S 
CRABBY! 
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by Vivian O. Collins 
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DOWN 

1 Certain office 
worker 

2 Ring stone 

3 Suburb of Cairo 

4 Public spal 

5 Pistol 

6 Straying 

7 Hideaway 


8 Ump’s cry 

9 Emphasis 

10 Captures 

11 Japanese 
aborigine 

12 Sunburn result 

13 Old Norse 
poetry 

21 Charles — 
Hughes 

22 Arrests 

25 Data 

26 Vigilant 

27 The life of — 

30 Perfect 

31 Ship's load 

32 Move slowly 
34 Comic strip cry 
35. Author Fleming 
36 Sounds of 

delight 

38 Kind of wave 

39 Trices 

40 French soldier 

45 Entertains 

46 Give consent 
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UH-OHH, FUNNY. 

" HAVEMPU < 
NCTOCED, FU5-? J 


f SHE'S BEEN ( 
.SHOUTING AT J 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 
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USTTNING/ 


47 Applicator of a 
kind 

49 Lessen 

51 German city 

52 Incandescence 

53 Italian money 


54 Sharif 

55 Cheer 

56 Spare, e.g. 

57 Adams of 
entertainment 

58 Tear apart 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY, 
MARCH 11, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Talk over with 
dose friends today what 
your mutual wishes are 
and plan how best to gain 
them by a combined 
effort. Later this evening 
will be good for consult- 
ing with fellow assodaes 
and develop a plan of 
action. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Get your sur- 
roundings in better order 
today and you can become 
more profident at your 
career activities. Later this f 
evening make the effort to * 
get out of town with your 
loved ones and have some 
fun together. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Study your home 
well today and know how 
to improve it. so that 
everyone under your roof 
will feel warm and pleas- 
ant living there. Get a lot 
done later this evening by 
combining efforts with 
close friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) If you 
want to have recreation 
today let it be within your 
home and entertain nicely 
there, so that everyone 
who comes in will feel 
welcome. Later this 
evening you can get 
together with close friends 
and enjoys yourselves. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Add something cheer- 
ful and complementary to 
any correspondence you 
send out roday and this 
will make a good first fj 
impression upon the redp- 
ient. Keep vour spirits 
high later this evening by- 
being with your loved 
ones at home. 

VIRGO: (.August 22 to 
September 22) Get your 
possessions improved 
today and impress others 
: favourably by making oth- 
ers feel more at ease in 
ybnr residence. Plan to 
have more harmony with 
fellow assoriaies and you 
will generate greater 
appreciation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Know what 
your personal desires are 
today and go after them 
with full force, thereby 
making a bigwig respond 
favourably. Get into activi- 
ties with your friends later 
this evening which are 
profitable and prosperous. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) Be more 
affectionate today with 
your relatives and your 
mate and be happier 
together. Rest and relax in 
your home later this 3 
evening, since the next 
could be quite hectic and 
y ou warn to be prepared 
for every possible condi- 
tion. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Discuss plans for trips and 
jaunts with others and you 
will have a wonderful time 
together. Solve a difficulty 
by making a necessary 
revision of your course of 
action and thereby you can 
become quite successful 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) See 
bigwigs today who would 
be willing to go along with 
your plans for completing 
your career activities. Be 
happy with the one you 
love and do something , 
special for him or her P 
which will be very much 
appreciated. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19j Get the aid 
of a good friend today 
who can introduce you to 
persons you admire at a 
distance and know them 
better so that you can gain 
the advice you could use. ! 
Later this evening go out ! 
on the town with your 
loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study the 
promises you have made j 
today and make sure you 
are keeping them to the 
best of your ability' so that 
you won't lose face with 
others. Later tonight you ; 
can meet with knowledge' 
able people and gain some 
insight. £ 
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Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper: 
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usiness & Finance 

audi trade delegation 
to visit Jordan Saturday 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, March 11, 1997 


AMMAN (Petra i — Hamad 
Al Zamel, chairman of die 
Saudi Chamber of Com- 
merce, is due here Saturday 
at the head of a large Saudi 
Arabian economic delega- 
tion ar the invitation of the 
Federation of Jor dani an 
Chambers of Commerce, 
according to an announce- 
ment Monday by federation 
chairman Haidar Murad 
The 40-member delega- 
tion. which plans to stay four 
days in Jordan, will be meet- 
ing with businessmen and 
discuss further cooperation 


in joint investments and bol- 
stering trade ties between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Mr. 
Murad noted 

The Saudi visitors include 
representatives of industrial 
firms, and service compa- 
nies in various fields, 
according to Mr. Murad who 
noted that the delegation will 
Saturday attend the. opening 
of the first Saudi industrial 
exhibition to be held at the 
Internationa] Fair Centre in 
Marj Al Ham am district. 

On Sunday, the delegation 
will hold meetings with rep- 





Nabulsi reveals disagreement 
with IMF on some reforms 

** JORDANIAN OFFICIALS were in agreement with 
the view of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on 
the general outline of the reform (programme) but were 
often in disagreement over the details, the possibility of 
implementation and the magnitude of the reform mea- 
sures, former Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) governor 
Mohammad Said Nabulsi has revealed. 

He said there were times when Jordanian officials dif- 
fered Totally with the views of the IMF representatives, 
especially regarding foreign trade, but had to implement 
their demands reluctantly. The former CBJ chief referred 
to the reduction of customs on imports and indicated that 
the speed towards achieving that requirement “also made 
us move fast to inflate and "speed up the sales tax which 
was a part of the adjustment programme” He said that 
the the reduction of customs was a subject that should 
nave been examined very carefully. 

Dr. Nabulsi stressed that 90 per cent of the adjustment 
programme and its requirements were implemented 
“with our ftiU conviction" but there were some measures 
that had to be implemented “against our will ” Giving an 
example, he said the CBJ saw the interest rate policy, 
which was regulated by the Central Bank, to be a wrong 
principle and" agreed with the IMF that interest rates 
should be left to market forces. As such, the CBJ's role 
became an indirect supervision on the banking system 
and credit extension. 

"We were surprised after a while that the IMF was not 
happy with the floating interest rates and our indirect 
control and requested that interest rates be raised 
because they were less than the rate of inflation." Dr. 
Nabulsi said. Accordingly, “the Central Bank had to 
intervene directly again despite our disagreement with 
the IMF on this matter” the former governor added. 
However, he wondered: How much further should we 
keep the amplification of raising interest rates?” Dr. 
Nabulsi affirmed that the dinar’s stability at present is 
better than any time since 1993 when it was stabilised 
and he asserted that there is no suggestion from any 
party to devalue the currency. 

The former CBJ governor said he has no regrets what- 
soever and, to the contrary, he is happy that the adjust- 
ment programme has achieved good and positive results. 
“1 honestly say that we have implemented most of the 
programme willingly because our objective was the 
reform and the progress to the level where, one-day, we 
can teJl the IMF: "Thank you very much.' 5 Dr. Nabulsi 
stressed (Al Dustour). 
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“My boss switched everyone 
to decaf this morning. By 10:30 
six of us needed C.P.R.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MA* Arglrton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: YOUTH PROVE JUMBLE BEHELD 
Answer- The graduating track star's biggest challenge 
-THE JOB HURDLE 


rese motives of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce to 
discuss economic and trade 
links, he said 

The Jonianian-Saudi trade 
has grown over the past few 
years and the Saudi markets 
now constitute one of the 
most important markets for 
Jordanian products. Mr. 
murad pointed out noting 
that Jordan's exports to Saudi 
Arabia rose from JD703 
million in 1995 to JD113.4 
million in the first 11 months 
of 1996. 

Mr. Murad said that the 
talks on Sunday are expected 
to pave the way for further 
bolstering of mutual trade. 
Saudi businesses in the past 
few years have embarked on 
major joint investments in 
the Kingdom. 


Will decoupling save Europe if Wall Street dives? 


LONDON (R) — Europe’s 
stock markets happily 
climbed aboard the Wail 
Street bandwagon as it 
began driving upwards more 
than two years ago and have 
been carried higher by the 
U.S. market’s advance ever 
since. 

But as fears grow that the 
Dow might be heading 
towards a precipice. 
Europe's investors are sud- 
denly hoping that they are 
not. after all, mere passen- 
gers on a U.S. -driven jour- 
ney. 

With several analysts 
warning of a substantia] 
Wall Street correction this 
year, the issue of how much 
European equities have 
‘decoupled’ from the U.S. 
locomotive is being anx- 
iously examined. 

“The key concern that 
people have is that if the 
U.S. goes down, what will 
that do to Europe?" said 
Richard Davidson, Euro- 


pean equity strategist at 
Morgan Stanley in London. 

If European markets 
remain closely tied to the 
U.S. one, then a Wall Street 
plunge would drag Europe 
with it. But some analysts 
believe the two areas have 
decoupled enough to shelter 
Europe from the worst of the 
damage if the Dow loses its 
footing. 

Supporters of the decou- 
pling argument point to the 
divergence between the 
positions of Europe and the 
United States in the eco- 
nomic cycle. 

U.S. data shows continued 
economic strength and most 
analysts expect the next 
move in interest rates there 
lo be upwards. Meanwhile, 
Germany, economic power- 
house of Europe, struggles 
with slack output and rising 
unemployment. 

“The gap between U.S. 
and German bond yields is 
exceptionally high. largely 


reflecting the different cycli- 
cal positions in the U.S. and 
Germany.” said Bill O'Neill, 
international investment 
strategist at HSBC James 
Capel. 

This divergence in bond 
performance has pushed 
European and U.S. 
equity/bond yield ratios in 
different directions. And the 
higher bond yields are com- 
pared to equities, tbe more 
vulnerable stock markets are 
to investors switching into 
bonds. 

At the time of the 1987 
market crash, yield ratios 
looked stretched in both 
Europe and the United 
States and the current differ- 
ence in the ratios "argues for 
far greater divergence” in 
equity performance on 
either side of the Atlantic, 
the Financial Tunes has said 

Mr. Davidson at Morgan 
Stanley said the correlation 
between U.S. and European 
equity market performance 


had already waned consider- 
ably and this could help 
Europe weather storms 
ahead. 

'The markets have already 
significantly decoupled.” he 
said. "Although I’m bearish 
on Europe in absolute terms. 
I’d expect it to outperform 
the U.S. if Wall Street goes 
down." 

Mr. Davidson said the cor- 
relation between equity 
markets in the U.S. and 
Europe had fallen to its low- 
est since the mid-1970s. 

Corporate restructuring in 
Europe would help support 
the performance of its equi- 
ty markets. Mr. Davidson 
said. "The U.S. powered 
ahead because of its corpo- 
rate restructuring siorv. Now 
we've got the European 
restructuring story coming 
through and Europe should 
outperform the U.S." 

Mr. O'Neill also believes 
Europe would outperform a 
falling Wall Street bur said 


everything hinged on the 
strength of the dollar. 

“If the dollar holds up 
solidly, our belief would be 
that European equity mar- 
kets should outperform a 
weakening U.S. equity mar- 
ket." Mr. O’Neill said. 

But lan Scott. European 
equity strategist at Lehman 
Brothers, said that although 
he did not foresee a U.S. 
tumble, ir would lake 
Europe with it if it did mate- 
rialise. 

"We’re not in the doom- 
and-gloom camp on the 
U.S..’’ he said. "But we 
wouldn't see Europe shel- 
tered if Wall Street falls." 

Britain presents a special 
case, analysts say — it is 
closer to the U.S. in terms of 
its position in the economic 
cycle but its bond market 
performance has been more 
closely correlated to Ger- 
man bonds than U.S. trea- 
suries. 


Cabinet approves $36m 
of grants to finance 
environment projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Council of Ministers has 
approved financial aid to Jor- 
dan totalling S36.85 million 
to finance 10 projects under- 
taken by the Jordanian Envi- 
ronment Protection Corpora- 
tion (JEPC). 

A JEPC official told Al 
Ra'i daily that the Montreal 
Fund for die Protection of 
the Ozone Layer offered Jor- 
dan SiO million to finance the 
cost of replacing materials 
used in the local industry and 
considered harmful to the 
ozone with ozone-friendly 
materials. 

He said thai another two 


grants were for financing a 
new garbage dump that came 
in the form of equipment 
and tracks and for recycling 
solid waste for use in the 
manufacture of fertilisers 
and the generation of elec- 
tric power through the pro- 
duced methane gas. 

Other grants covered the 
costs of studies on ways to 
prevent contamination of 
underground water 

resources, the protection of 
the Al Azraq and Dana wild 
life reserves and their devel- 
opment by the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of 
Nature. 


U.S. fast food 
gets poor marks 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Fast food restaurants, now 
established features on die 
American landscape, have 
lately suffered a slump in then- 
customer satisfaction ratings, a 
national survey has disclosed. 

The American Society for 
Quality Control (ASQC) said 
customers gave the fast food, 
pizza and carryout restaurant 
industry the lowest score of 27 
private sector operations eval- 
ued in its study. 

The society said the decline 
could reflect a slowdown in 
delivery times or consumer 
concern with fat content and 
calories. 

Tbe American Customer 
Satisfaction Index (ACSD, pre- 
pared jointly by the ASQC and 
the University of Michigan 
Business, gave the fast food 
industry a rating of 66 on a 0- 


100 scale, down from 70 
reported in 1995. 

The data had been collected 
in the fourth quarters of 1996 
and 1994. 

’■Customer satisfaction has 
slid marginally for other retail 
industries as well,” the study 
found. 

“Satisfaction with the depart- 
ment and discount store indus- 
try is down 13 per cent to 74. 
as is that for supermarkets, 
according to evaluations by 
customers,” it said, adding: 

“But none have taken the fast 
food restaurant tumble of 5.9 
percent to an ACS I of 66 in the 
past year.” 

Warned University of Michi- 
gan Professor Claes Fomell: 
"In the long run. declining sat- 
isfaction does not bode well 
for the fast food restaurant 
industry or for retailing.” 
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PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

D1V. 

NO. 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALUE 

OPEN 

CLOSE 

CHANGE 

HIGH 

LOW 




TRAKS- 

JD 






ARAB SANA 

14.4 

1.33 

9 

240 

63140 

265.50 

263.00 

2.50- 


1.900 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

36 

77654 

150053 

1.92 

1.94 

.02 + 

3.650 

2.900 

SANK OF JORDAN 

10.7 

0.00 

6 

2750 

B23B 

3.00 

2.97 

.03- 

2.610 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

S.2 

6.08 


500 

1H3 



" 

5.150 

4.250 

THE SOUSING BK- 

22.6 

2.94 

4 

1167 

5484 




2.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

20.0 

0.00 

7 

935 

2547 




1.090 

.840 

JOR. GULF BANK 

5.1 

8.14 

2 

950 


- 66 


“ 

4.120 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.5 

0.00 

5 

850 

3273 

3-83 



3.800 

3.000 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

17.0 

0.00 

2 

1000 




“ 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX. 19B.SS *CHGs 

-0.58 


86046 

237844 




2.800 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH IBSUR- 

5.3 

10.70 

5 

700 

1310 

1.89 

1.87 

.02- 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX l 119.27 *CBG: 

-0.10 

5 

700 

1310 




1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.4 

7.27 

15 

12050 

19928 

1.65 

1.65 


2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

;o.r 

8.23 


750 

1823 

2.43 



1.540 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

20 

8000 

9197 

1.14 

1.14 


1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

22.2 

3.73 

IS 

16SOO 

16436 

.99 


.01+ 

.800 

.410 

MACH . EQ? . RENT . KA I N . 

9 

0.00 

5 

1050 

500 

.46 

.47 

-01* 


1.390 

MIS. BAST HOTELS 

60.3 

0.00 

5 

4500 

6300 

1.39 

1.40 

.03 + 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDUC- 

13.2 

6.01 

7 

4450 

14846 

3.40 

3.33 


1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0-00 

5 

2050 

2004 

.98 



2.230 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

a. 5 

6.15 

n 

11500 

20679 

1.60 

1.79 

.01- 

1.200 

.750 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

4 

2550 

1929 

.75 

.77 

.02 + 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 106.48 -CHG: 

-0.34 

89 

63400 

93641 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.0 

2.87 

5 

412 

1438 

3. SI 

3.49 

.02- 

3.500 

2.720 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

35.5 

0.00 

2 

523 

1725 

3.30 

3.30 


6.100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

18.5 

3.28 

7 

3100 

18880 

6.05 

6.10 

.05* 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF I HART 

10.2 

7.91 

6 

573 

5769 

10.07 

10.11 

.04+ 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

62.2 

0.00 

4 

1250 

1753 

1.41 

1.40 

.01- 

3.480 

2.650 

INDUSTRIAL CONW.ACR. 

34.7 

0.00 

1 

500 

1290 

2.58 

2 - 58 


4.200 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

20.6 

5.33 

IS 

3380 

12709 

3.78 

3.75 

.03- 

2.310 

1.S70 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

B.9 

7. SO 

l 

150 

240 

1.61 

1.60 

.01- 

6.780 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13-1 

4.18 

1 

300 

1437 

4.79 



.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 5 POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

106 

203060 

121428 

.59 

.59 


1.400 

1.020 

1.060 

.540 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 
NATIONAL INDS.- 

7.9 

9.5 

6.93 

9.38 

1 

s - 

200 
• 1+50 

. • 

■ -4128 

A:£ 

s . lw ib 
\ .64 

s:°“ 

1.540 

.930 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CHEH - 

<7 

0.00 

9 

3000 

300S 

1.00 



3.730 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE -HP AC 

14.3 

0.00 

3 

5500 

12300 

2.35 

2.35 


1.170 

.670 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

g 

0.00 

6 

2750 

1870 

.69 

.68 

.01- 

1.670 

1.080 

ARAB PUARM.CHEM. 

27.9 

0.00 

14 

5100 

7637 

1.50 

1.49 

.01- 

2.760 

1.440 

UHIV. MOON. INDS. 

5.1 

11.83 

16 

7100 

12018 

1.68 

1.69 

.01+ 

1.820 

1.140 

JOR . IWJS . RESOURCES 

16.8 

0.Q0 

a 

2200 

2949 

1.34 

1.34 


1.270 

.840 

JOR. PEW CABLE CO. 

24.4 

0.00 

6 

1650 

1485 

.89 

.90 

.01+ 

2.400 

1.750. 

EL -2 AY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

6 

2050 

3789 

1.85 

1.84 

.01- 

1.360 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

27-5 

0.00 

ID 

8000 

9370 

1.17 

1.17 

“ 

1.470 

.930 

UNION CH. 6 VEG. 

34.1 

0.00 

7 

7250 

7110 

.98 

.98 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.57 1 CBG: 

♦0.24 

239 

259788 

229580 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 155.73 ZCHC: 

-0.24 

406 

409934 

562373 
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.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.6 

0.00 

2 

75D 

380 

.50 

.51 

.01 + 

.850 

.680 

UNION INV. SO* 

67.0 

0.00 

23 

S4000 

10597 

.69 

.70 

.01 + 

.840 

.370 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

16 

29950 

12842 

■ 42 

-43 

.01* 

.640 

.200 

JOR. INDS . HATCH -JEH CO 

9 

0.00 

5 

3800 

B20 

.21 

.22 

.01+ 

.740 

.510 

ARAB FOOD S MED. 

E 

0.00 

4 

4500 

2665 

.58 

.60 

.02+ 

1.690 

1.300 

NAIL. CHLORINE 

E 

O.QD 

3 

1600 

2225 

1.37 

1.39 

.02+ 

.690 

.440 

ARAB IMTL.INV.TRD. 

9 

0.00 

S 

14500 

6670 

.45 

.46 

.01+ 

.810 

.510 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

4 

2100 

1115 

.52 

.54 

.02+ 

.850 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . KAKICO 

E 

0.00 

33 

96350 

41959 

.42 

.44 

.02+ 

.660 

.430 

RAXZAK DIES & MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

12 

47600 

29036 

.61 

.61 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

K 

0.00 

13 

19700 

14698 

.74 

.75 

.01+ 

.700 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

1 

400 

204 

.51 

.51 

- 

. .750 

.600 

MIDEAST PBAHM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

4 

9800 

3435 

.61 

.61 

” 

4 1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 

300 

225 

1.02 

1.00 

.02- 

.770 

.570 

RAZX FHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

3 

9800 

2362 

.59 

.60 

.01+ 

.680 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

27.1 

0.00 

30 

45900 

19869 

.42 

.44 

.02+ 

1.140 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

3 

2500 

2000 

.80 

.80 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

175 

.70 

.70 

" 

N 1.020 

.800 

ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 

61.1 

0.00 

1 

100 

B7 

.90 

.87 

.03- 

.950 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.2 

0.00 

36 

74300 

50877 

.67 

.70 

.03+ f 

6RAHD TOTAL 





201 

418200 

202239 
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DAJ ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 




Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

' We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^unfurnished for rent y 


STUDIO HHIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


•( 1 1 \M\GSI UMC! > 

r Lth’.tC ('LACES 

•M \|\TFN \NLT SERVICES 

KF ATiNCi sY'JrMS'.: 
PJ.M !}:'.(< 

•I'OR KIM: 

rm.V ULLliAM) 

FLATS FLSMSMHL-i 



* One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenette* • Daily & 
Long Say * Rwsoaa b ie Rate* 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


CflOWMHCm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA* JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 





DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


I I I, : 699369 
1 \\ : 704414 









Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 1 
Sushi ! 


FOR 
I RENT 

| ■ Deluxe Vi Inis' 


“> P. 

£> Apparimenik; 


>r\ Amman 


n 

I 

For details please oaH 

Tel 
Fax 


Tel . 864230 
. 864231 



TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 



For Res. 812997 -814113 
Mecca St. baoucl Center 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

b84311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


/7 

// 
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Jordan’s soccer team 
concludes visit to Oman today 

Coach hopes to finalise lineup in 2nd match 


By Shbli Shatarat in Muscat and 
Aleen Bannayan in Amman 

THE HEAD COACH of the Kingdom's national soccer 
team hopes to finalise the lineup of his team Tuesday when 
Jordan meets Oman in the second friendly international 
which comes amidst the two teams' preparations for the 
Asian World Cup qualifiers next month. 

The Jordanian team scored their first win in their fifth 
friendly match when they beat Oman 2-0 in the first 
encounter Sunday. 

The goals were scored three minutes apart in the 51st and 
54th minutes by Abdullah Abu Zameh and Amjad Taher. 

For today's march head coach said play would concentrate 
on offence '‘despite the fact that the team's form showed 
noticeable improvement in that area in the last match." 

The Kingdom's team’s morale was undoubtedly boosted 
with the addition of seven of A1 Faisal i’s players who 
include top strikers Subhi Suleiman, Jiryes Tadros and 
Mohannad Mahadin who was chosen best player in the 
Arab Champions Cup in Morocco earlier this week. 

Before beating Oman Sunday Jordan had played two 
matches against Lebanon losing 1-0 in Beirut and drawing 
0-0 in Amman. 

Against the Iraqi team Jordan twice lost 1-0 in Baghdad. 

The visit to Muscat is the third leg of the team’s camps 
abroad as Jordan prepares for the Asian World Cup quali- 
fiers against Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates which 
kick off in Manama. Bahrain April 8. 

Other friendlies scheduled by the Jordan Soccer 
Federation include two matches against Syria, March 16 in 
Amman and March 23 in Damascus. 


Jordan’s Asian Group 3 qualifiers start April S against the 

United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 

Thirty-six Asian countries will contest the first round 
World Cup qualifiers and have been divided into ten 
groups: 

Group 1: Saudi Arabia. Malaysia, Bangladesh and 
Taiwan. 

Group 2: Iran. Syria. Maldives, Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan, Oman. Nepal, Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan, Indonesia, Yemen, Cambodia. 

Group 6: South Korea, Thailand, Hong Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait, Lebanon, Singapore. 

Group 8: China, Turkmenistan, Vietnam, Tajiksran. 

Group 9: Iraq, Pakistan, Kazakhstan. 

Group 10: Qatar. India, Sri Lanka. Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners will qualify for the second round 
where the teams will be divided into two groups. 

The first two from each group will then contest the Asian 
finals. 

The first three qualify directly for the 1998 World Cup in 
France while the winner of a play-off between the fourth 
team and the Oceania Zone winner will also qualify. 

The Kingdom's team includes Ahmad Abu Nasouh, 
Mu'taz Risheh, Mohammad Abu Daoud, Yousef Ammouri, 
Mohammad Khaz’ali, Abdallah Abu Zame’h, Amjad Taher. 
Faisal Ibrahim, Isam Mahmoud, Hussein Shanaineh. Ra’fat 
Ali, Adnan Aw ad, Khaled Yousef, Walid Abdul Rahman, 
Munir Abu Hantash, Aref Hussein, Nan Yadaj, Bassam A1 
Khatib, Ahmad Khalil, Mohannad Mahadin, Jamal Abu 
Abed. Subhi Suleiman, Ja’far Hammad , Hassouneh Sheikh 
and Jiryes Tadros. 


Martinez, Williams win in Evert Cup 


INDIAN WELLS. 

California (R) — A pair of 

youngsters touted as future 

stars of the women's tennis 
circuit grubbed the spotlight 
at the Evert Cup Sunday, 
bur only one came out of the 
second round a winner. 

Sixteen-year-old 
American Venus Williams, 
who needed a wild card to 
get into the qualifying tour- 
nament here, upser 29rh- 
ranked Ai Sugiyama of 
Japan 3-6 6 -a 6-2. • 

-Fifteen -year-old : : Russian 
Anna Kournikova.' who 
made a splash- at last year's 
U.S. Open with her cover- 
girl looks and solid ground- 
strokes. won her first seL 
But th ini-seeded German 
Anke Huber regrouped to 
score a 3-6. 6-2. 6-2 win 
over the promising teenag- 
er. 

Second seed Conchit3 
Martinez of Spain scored a 
relatively easy 6-4, 6-2 win 
over Petra Begerow of 
Germany and fifth seed Iva 
Majoli of Croatia also 
moved safely into the third 
round with a 6-4. 6-4 victo- 
ry over Natasha Zvereva of 
Belarus. 

Players performed under 
crystal clear blue skies and 


a desert sun that saw on- 
court temperatures reach 
109 degrees (43 C> at mid- 
day. 

Williams, playing her first 
event of the year, looked 
like she would not chal- 
lenge Sugiyama in the first 
set. But she settled down in 
the second, winning three 
successive games from 3-3 
to level the match. 

After splitting sets. 
Williams took control in the 
final set, securing a 5-1 
lead.. That’s^ when she 
showed some Immaturity, 
blowing triple match point 
in the seventh game by tak- 
ing matters rather casually. 

“I was joking around and 
the joke was on me." 
Williams said. “I don’t want 
to do that again. It was kind 
of inane.” 

After squandering her 40- 
0 lead, Williams won the 
next game and the match on 
consecutive double faults 
by Sugiyama. 

Williams later brushed off 
an attempt to get her to 
compare herself to 16-year- 
old Martina Hingis, who is 
poised to take over Steffi 
Graf's World No. 1 ranking. 

“I never think anybody is 
better than me, never will,” 


said the confident 
American. 

The seventh-ranked 
Huber had trouble keeping 
the ball in play during her 
first set. providing 
Kournikova with a false 
sense of security. 

“I think I made it veiy dif- 
ficult for myself,” Huber 
said of her rough start “She 
hits the ball very hard and 
she didn't make the mis- 
takes in the first set that she 
made in the second and 
third sets.” 

But Huber settled ihXo the 
match, while the Rfissian 
teen began committing 
errors in bunches. 

In the third set, 
Kournikova was able to 
recoup an early service 
break in the fifth game. But 
Huber went on to break the 
Russian's serve in the sixth 
and eighth games for the 
win. 

Kournikova. who has only 
played three matches this 
season, racked up a total of 
54 unforced errors, most 
over the final two sets. 

“She’s young and that’s 
the way you’re playing 
when you’re young," said 
Huber. 


Danoli 
heads for 
Gold Cup at 
Cheltenham 

LONDON (R) — Danoli, 
blessed by a priest and 
worshipped by the Irish, 
could raise the roof if he 
lands Thursday’s 

Cheltenham Gold Cup . 

For Ireland’s national 
hero, who recovered from a 
fractured fetlock to become 
a potential steeplechasing 
star, will send legions of 
race fans delirious with joy 
if he captures jump racing’s 
most cherished prize. 

But big ifs still abound 
for the doughty Danoli, 
who was blessed by the 
local priest in the Irish vil- 
lage of Bagenalstown 
before the biggest test of 
his rollercoaster career. 

Captain Christy was the 
last novice to win chasing’s 
blue riband back ia 1974. 
The do-or-die Danoli has 
come to grief twice in six 
attempts over fences, not a 
perfect recipe for Chel- 
tenham. 

But last time out he was 
at his very best, beating 
with authority two previ- 
ous Gold Cup winners, 
Jodami and Imperial Call. 

Imperial Call, the 19% 
winner, also represents 
Ireland along with Dorans 
pride, like Danoli a novice 
of huge potential. 

But Imperial Call, trained 
by one-legged Korean war 
veteran Fergie Sutherland, 
has been dogged by set- 
backs while Dorans Pride, 
who twice nearly died of 
colic, may not even run if 
the ground dries up too 
much. However, if be takes 
his chance and jumps well, 
he will be a powerful force. 

The home team rely on 
the fast improving Coome 
Hill, front-running course 
specialist Dublin Flyer and 
the dual King George VI 
winner One Man, the enig- 
ma of the race who has 
never sparkled at 
Cheltenham. 

The great event has 
always eluded prolific 
master trainer Martin Pipe. 
This time he thinks he 
might have found the 
answer in the ex-staying 
hurdler Cyborgo. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Celtic’s Van Hooijdonk set to join Forest 

LONDON (R) — Premier League Nottingham Forest were expected to announce the sign- 
ing of Glasgow Celtic’s Dutch striker Pierre Van Hooydonk Monday for a reported fee of 
J4.5 million'pounds ($7.2 million!. Forest are in search of a striker to help lift them out of 
the relegation zone. They have scored just one goal in their last seven matches. The club 
was the subject of a successful take-over bid a week ago which freed up around 16 mil- 
lion pounds ($26 million) for new players. Van Hooydonk. Celtic’s top scorer last season 
with 26 goals, has been unsettled at Parkhead this season despite scoring 16 times. 

Akai to sponsor Benetton Formula One team 

TOKYO (Ri — Akai Electric Co. Ltd, a Tokyo-based audio equipment maker, said on 
Monday it had agreed to sponsor the Benetton Formula One team in the 1997 and 1998 
seasons. The company bave an option to extend the contract to 1999, an Akai spokesman 
said. Akai did not disclose the cost of the deal. Austrian Gerhard Berger finished fourth in 
his Benetton in the season-opening Australian Grand Prix on Sunday in a race won by 
Britain's David Coulthard driving a McLaren. 

Three riders suspended for blood doping 

PARIS (R) — Three riders were thrown out of the Paris-Nice race Monday after failing 
blood tests, cycling's security and ethics commission said. It said Frenchman Erwan 
Mentheour and Italians Maura Santaronita and Luca Colombo were not allowed to start 
Monday’s second stage and had their licences suspended for 1 5 days. Pre-race tests, intro- 
duced to cycling in January, showed abnormally high numbers of red blood cells in the 
riders' bodies, a sign of the presence of unusual levels of EPO (erythropoietin). 
Performance-enchancing EPO is a substance that stimulates the production of red blood 
cells which transport oxygen around the body. The three riders would not get back their 
licences until they had undergone another blood test at a laboratory in Lausanne accredit- 
ed by the International Cycling Union (UCl). officials said, 


Malone 

scores 

25,000th 

point 

MINNEAPOLIS (R) — 
Karl Malone, his place in 
the Hall of Fame already 
secure, reached another 
major milestone in his illus- 
trious career Sunday by 
scoring his 25,000th point 
in the NBA. 

Malone poured in 36 
points and added II 
rebounds and eight assists 
in leading the Utah Jazz to a 
115-106 victory over the 
Minnesota Timber-wolves. 

Malone became the Ilth 
player in NBA history to 
reach the 25. 000-point 
plateau following a layup 
with 5:53 left in the third 
quarter. 

“In the second half, I 
knew I had 24 points,” 
Malone said. “Then I was 
on the (fast) break and I 
knew that was it. I just 
wanted to make it,” he said 
of the milestone buckec 

“I would have preferred to 
get 25,000 at home. I am 
glad to get it over with,” he 
said. 

John Stockton, who will 
be reunited with Malone in 
the Hall of Ffame some day, 
added 26 points and nine 
assists for Utah, which has 
won five in a row and 14 of 
its last 16. 

“Malone and Stockton, 
that's the amazing thing 
about them,” said 
Minnesota coach Flip 
Saunders. “They've missed 
six games in five years.” 

In New York. Patrick 
Ewing scored 32 points, 
including a jumper with 7.7 
seconds left that sealed the 
Knicks’ seventh straight 
victory, a 97-93 triumph 
over the Chicago Bulls. 

Ewing also grabbed 14 
rebounds in a dominating 
performance meant to send 
a pre-playoff message to the 
defending NBA champions, 
who suffered onlyi,' their 
eighth loss of the season. 

Michael Jordan, who 
scored 36 points, made a 
pair of jumpers to pull 
Chicago within 95-93 with 
29 seconds left. Ewing then 
took a pass on the left side 
and banked home the 15- 
foot clinching basket over 
veteran centre Robert 
Parish. 

In Phoenix, Wesley 
Person came off the bench 
to score 18 of his 31 points 
in the second quarter as the 
Suns trounced the Orlando 
Magic 121-85. 

Person hit 12-of-17 shots 
overall, including seven 
three pointers. Cedric 
Ceballos had 23 points and 
nine rebounds and Kevin 
Johnson added 19 points 
and 13 assists as six players 
scored in double figures for 
the Suns. 

The 36-point defeat was 
the worst of the season for 
the Magic, who were led by 
Penny Hardaway’s 19 
points. 

In Boston, the Atlanta 
Hawks scored the first 19 
points of the game and 
rolled to a 114-90 rout of 
the Celtics. 

The loss was the 17th in 
18 games for the Celtics 
(12-50), who are virtually 
assured their worst ever 
record in an 82-game sea- 
son. 

Steve Smith led a bal- 
anced Hawks attack with 17 
points. Todd Day scored a 
game-high 33 points for 
Boston. 

In Charlotte, Glen RJce 
scored 21 points and Vlade 
Divac added 20 points and 
10 rebounds to lead the 
Hornets to their fifth 
straight win. a 82-76 victory 
over the Miami Heat 

Anthony Mason chipped 
in 17 points, 14 rebounds 
and seven assists for 




New York Knicks’ centre Patrick Ewing celebrates his two point shot that sealed the 
Knicks’ 97-93 win over the Chicago Bulls in the fourth period of their NBA game at 
New York's Madison Square Garden (Renters photo) 


Charlotte, which led by 25 
at the half. 

Tim Hardaway scored 31 
points to lead the heat who 
dropped 1-1/2 games back 
of the first-place Knicks in 
the Atlantic Division. 

In Toronto, Walt Williams 
scored 16 points and 
Damon Stoudamire bad 14 
points, 10 assists and eight 
rebounds to lead die 
Raptors to an 81-77 win 
over the Vancouver griz- 
zlies. 

Doug Christie sealed the 
win for Toronto with a free 
throw with 4.2 second left 
that put the Raptors up by 
four. 

Anthony Peeler scored 25 
and Bryant reeves added 24 
points and 14 rebounds for 
Vancouver. 

In Dallas, Kevin Willis 
had 19 points and 10 


rebounds and Eddie 
Johnson added 17 off the 
bench as the Houston 
Rockets beat the Mavericks 
88-83. 

Matt Maloney chipped in 
15 points and seven assists, 
while Hakeem Olajuwon 
had 12 points and 12 
rebounds for Houston, win- 
ners of five in a row and 
seven of its last eight 
games. 

Michael Finley bad 24 
points for Dallas. 

In Portland, Isaiah Rider 
scored 25 points and Gary 
Trent added 23 to lead the 
Trail Blazers to a 103-93 
win over the Seattle 
Supersonics, extending their 
w inning streak to six. 

Hersey Hawkins led 
Seattle with 29 points. The 
loss was only die third in the 
last 13 games for Seattle. 
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At Washington, Jerry 
Stackhouse scored 1 1 of his 
24 points in the fourth quar- 
ter as the Philadelphia 76ers 
held on for a 99-93 victory 
over the Bullets. 1% 

Clarence Weathers poo □ 
scored 16 of his 22 points in 
the second half and Derrick 
Coleman contributed 20 
points and 18 rebounds for 
the Sixers. 

In Los Angeles, Eddie 
Jones scored 24 of his 
career-high 34 points in the 
second half and added 13 
rebounds to lead the Lakers 
to a 115-105 win over the 
New Jersey Nets. 

ELden Campbell added 15 
points for Los Angeles and 
Byron Scott chipped in 13 
off the bench. 

Sam Cassell had 23 points 
and Kendall Gill added 21 
for the Nets, who completed 
a five-game road trip at 1-4. 

At Golden State, Mark 
Price scored nine of his 15 
points in the fourth quartet 1 
and Latrell Spreweli added 
13 of his 20 in the second 
half as the Warriors rallied 
for a 102-98 victory over 
the Sacramento Kings. 

Price, Spreweli and Chris 
Mullin each hit a pair of free 
throws in the final 80 sec- 
onds as the Warriors used a 
6-0 run to overcome a 97-96 
deficit. 
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Eddie Murphy, Jada Pinkett & 
James Cobum in 


THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


David Caruso , Katheryn Erbe, 
Helen Hunt, & Samuel 
Jackson ...in 

KISS OF DEATH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


TEL:699238 

PLHZR 


Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
AI Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL-677420 

CONCORD 


Y Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


CONCORD “1" 

CURT RUSSEL & STEVEN SEGAL.. .IN 

EXECUTIVE DECISION 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2" 

Michael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 






A 



Shows: 3:30, 6:00 
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Sports 


Golf course, zoo among new] Philippoussis World Indoor Athletics Championships 


plans to develop facilities 
at Hussein Youth City 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Plans to further develop 
the Hussein Youth City (HYC) into a 
comprehensive family centre with a 
myriad of new facilities were show- 
cased yesterday by HYC Director 
Ma'moun Nureddin. 

Currently the most comprehensive 
complex in the country with profes- 
sional basketball, squash, tennis courts, 
and soccer stadium, the new plan calls 
for the development of its eastern area 
into a family park that would attract 
more Jordanians as well as international 
visitors. 

The conceptual plan calls for the 
establishment of a polo track, mini golf 
course, youth hostel, hotel, theatre, zoo, 
parks, and a variety of restaurants. 

According to Mr. Nureddin, the idea 
first surfaced two months ago when 
Minister of Youth Mohammad 
Daoudieh visited the centre and “asked 
me to find a new way to develop the 


Youth City so families would enjoy 
themselves.” 

If all goes according to plan, the 
Ministry of Youth will establish its base 
at the HYC, alongside a new Sports 
Federations Centre, Mr. Nureddin said. 

Since funding has not yet been 
secured Mr. Nureddin pointed our that 
the Ministry of Youth will appeal to the 
Prime Minister and other officials to 
finance the plan. 

“If you want to support the youth, you 
must be willing to fund their activities,"’ 
Mr. Nureddin added. 

The past year has witnessed the devel- 
opment of two new restaurants within 
the HYC, the refurbishing of its 
Olympic size swimming pool, and a 
new locker and shower room, the direc- 
tor said. 

“Our main goal now is to find a way to 
raise the money through some fundrais- 
ing activities and move forward one step 
at a time.” Mr. Nureddin concluded- 



have bad 
weekend 


LONDON (R) — The 
league leaders in Italy, 

. ijrance and the Netherlands 
->-#efcall held to goalless 
draws while Manchester 
United and Bayern Munich 
both lost. 

Juventus, Monaco and 
PSV Eindhoven remained 
lop of their respective 
leagues despite their set- 
backs. along with United. 
But Bayern slipped to spc- 
; o^' bn '•goat' difference 
Ua^uwS^Bonissi a Dortmund. 
In Spain, Barcelona cruised 
io victory while leaders 
Real- Madrid play on 
Monday. 

Following is a summary of 
action from the top leagues 
in Europe this weekend: 

England 

Middlesbrough, Chelsea. 
Wimbledon and Second 
Division Chesterfield pro- 
gressed to the semifinals of 
the F.A. Cup. Chesterfield, 
who beat Wrexham 1-0 in 
Sunday's quarter-finals, will 
face Middlesbrough while 
the two London clubs meet 
in the other semifinal after 
^Chelsea beat Portsmouth 4- 
^ 1 and Wimbledon defeated 
Sheffield Wednesday 2-0. 

In the league, Manchester 
United’s hopes of extending 
their lead were dashed when 
they lost 2-1 at Sunderland 
— their first league defeat 
since November 2. 

Dennis Beigkamp scored 
both goals as Arsenal beat 
Nottingham Forest 2-0 to 
dose ihe gap on United to 
three points. Third-placed 
Liverpool were due to host 
Newcastle on Monday. 


Alen Boksic was sent off 
on his return to Serie A after 
a two-month lay-off but 10- 
man Juventus still held title 
rivals Intemazionale 0-0 at 
gihe San Sira Second-placed 
T’arma cut the Juventus lead 
to five points by winning 2- 
1 at Perugia. 

Croatian forward Boksic 
was dismissed in the 77th 
minute for striking inter 
defender Massimo Paganin 
just 10 minutes after coming 
on as a substitute. 

Sampdoria’s faltering title 
challenge suffered a devas- 


Wirabledon soccer star Kenny Cunningham (L) tackles 
Sheffield Wednesday’s Ian Nolan (Reuters photo) 


taring 4-0 blow at Atalanta. 

Napoli fans greeted AC 
Milan coach Arrigo Sacchi 
by throwing a black rubbish 
bag on to the pitch. The ges- 
ture summed up Milan’s 
visit fittingly — a dull 
scoreless draw which -left 
the champions languishing 
in !2th place without an 
away win in 1997. 

Germany 

Bayern Munich’s suffered 
a calamitous 5-2 defeat at 
Bayer Leverkusen on 
Sunday enabling Borussia 
Dortmund, who won 2-1 at 
bottom club Freiburg, to fin- 
ish the weekend top of the 
table. 

Leverkusen, who were 
involved in an intense battle 
to avoid relegation last sea- 
son, hit three goals in the 
first half. Bayem made a 
comeback in the second half 
with goals from Christian 
Nerlinger and Mario Basler 
before Leverkusen scored 
twice more to seal victory. 

Bayem. who started the 
weekend with a three-point 
lead over Dortmund, were 
left level on points and have 
slipped to second because of 
an inferior goal difference. 

Leverkusen's victory left 
them third, just two points 
behind. 

France 


Monaco's lead was cut to 
four points on Sunday as 
Paris Sl Germain, scoring 
twice in the last three min- 
utes, came from behind to 
beat 10-man Lyon 3-1 for 
their first home win in four 
months. 

PSG captain Rai scored 
twice, heading the crucial 
equaliser two minutes into 
the second half from a cor- 
ner by fellow Brazilian 
Leonardo. Striker Cedric 
Bardon had put Lyon ahead. 

France striker Patrice 
Loko gave PSG the lead in 
the 87th minute and Rai 
added the third a minute 
later. 


Leaders Monaco dropped 
two points when they were 
held 0-0 at home by defend- 
ing champions Auxerre but 
maintained the only unde- 
feated home record in the 
top flight this season. . . . 

Nantes beat 10-man 
Bastia 3-0 at home on 
Saturday to extend their 
unbeaten run to 21 matches. 

Netherlands 

Feyenoord Rotterdam and 
PSV Eindhoven played out 
a tense 0-0 draw in 
Rotterdam on Sunday, leav- 
ing PSV still three points 
clear in the Dutch league 
with 10 matches to play. 

An understrength PSV left 
Feyenoord's De Kuip stadi- 
um the more satisfied, but 
the match extended 
Feyenoord's unbeaten home 
record against PSV to 11 
matches. 

Ajax beat Utrecht 1-0 and 
are fourth. 


Alfonso Perez completed 
a brilliant hat-trick in injury 
rime as Real Betis staged a 
3-2 win over Spanish cham- 
pions Atletico Madrid on 
Sunday, a result which 
keeps up the pressure on 
Barcelona, 3-0 winners over 
Compostela. 

Zaragoza's 2-2 draw with 
Ahletic Bilbao was marred 
by an injury to their 
Austrian goalkeeper Otto 
Konrad caused by a fire- 
work thrown from ■ the 
stands. Konrad was taken to 
hospital, but despite the ini- 
tial scare had not suffered 
serious bums. 


captures 
Scottsdale title 


SCOTTSDALE (R) — 

Rising Australian star Mark 
Philippoussis satisfied his 
hunger to win Sunday, pow- 
ering his way to his second 
career title on the ATP tour 
and joining the million- 
aire’s club in the process. 

The big-serving 20-year- 
old Philippoussis out- 
slugged eighth-seeded 
American Richey Reneberg 
6-4 7-6 to win the 

Scottsdale event and pick 
up S43.000, a check that 
pushed his career tourna- 
ment winnings past the SI 
million marie in just his 
third year as a professional. 

“Everything about tennis 
is about these moments.” 
Philippoussis said. “Playing 
on Sunday in from of a big 
crowd and holding up the 
trophy at the end of the day, 
that's what its all about” 

Trie unseeded 

Philippoussis, who belted 
the world’s fastest serve in 
Friday’s quarter-finals at 
142 mph (228.5 kph), rock- 
eted 13 aces past Renebeig 
Sunday. 

He also came up with 
blistering groundstrokes to 
wear down the 29th-ranked 
American during the 91- 
minute match. 

“He's obviously a diffi- 
cult guy to play against. At 
times you don’t get a lot of 
rhythm,” said Reneberg. 
who earned S25.300 as run- 
ner-up. 

Philippoussis is expected 
to rise from 42nd in the 
world to the low 30s when 
new rankings are issued. 
Reneberg thinks he has the 
weapons to go much higher. 

“Once he puts it together, 
there’s no question he can 
be top 10 definitely, maybe 
top five" Reneberg predict- 
ed. 

“He has phenomenal abil- 
ity and tonnes of talent," 
Reneberg . continued. 
“Anytiine you Have a serve 
like this. it's a huge advan- 
tage these days. His second 
serve is one of the best in 
the game, and when he's on 
his forehand is as good as 
anyone.” 

Philippoussis captured the 
first set with a decisive ser- 
vice break in the ninth 
game, breaking Reneberg at 
love before serving out the 
set. 

The American jumped out 
to a 5-2 lead in the second 
seL But he failed to push the 
march to a third set by 
squandering three set points 
on Philippoussis's serve and 
another on his own in the 
following game. 

That left the Australian 
needing only to hold serve 
to force a tiebreaker. 

“I was down in the second 
set and didn't really want to 
go to three," Philippoussis 
admitted. “1 wasn't feeling 
great out there today but 1 
just hung in there.” 

Philippoussis trailed 1-2 
in the tie-break but caughL a 
break when Reneberg blew 
a high open-court forehand 
volley. 

At match point 
Philippoussis unleashed a 
huge service winner to 
claim the title. 

“I didn’t play unbeliev- 
able but I played great when 
1 had to in tight situations ” 
he said. 

“I was hungry to win." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH QUAR SHARIF 

& TANNAH HIRSCH 
OWS Uata Smew. ire. 


NOTICE CORRECTION 

From Delegation of the European 
Commission - Amman 
We refer to our advertisement of yesterday 
please note that the final date for: ^ 

1- Receipt of requests to participate is 

17/3/1997. 

2- Dispatch of invitations to tender is 

20/5/1997. 


Q. 1 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold; 

*1064 9AQJ9 Q5432 *73 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
do trump. What action do you take? 

Q.2 - Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*10676 PAQ CAQ6E WJ10S 
Partner opens ths bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

Q.3 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

ruble. vou 4JiQl096 «8 <tf£7 *AQl09 


*AQ8SS 


5 OAQ *KQ7 

■oeeeded: 

NORTH EAST 

a* Pm* 


What do you bid now? 

Q. 4 ■ Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


The bidding has p r oceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
lO Pmb 1* Pass 

3* P»» T 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 5 . Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A7A CKQ9B oQ 108 6 5 *6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH BAST 
\0 Pass 2* Pw* 

? 

What do ymi hid now? 

Q. 6 - Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

•KI07 9K92 OK43 *4JI02 
Partner opens the hSddbig with two 
no trump. What do you respond? 


U.S. tops medals table 
as Kipketer shatters record 


Paris (R) — Wilson 
Kipketer finished 

$100,000 richer on 
Sunday after shattering 
the World indoor 800 
metres record for the sec- 
ond time in three days at 
the World Indoor 
Championships. 

The Kenyan -bom Dane 
reduced his previous mark 
by more than a second to 
one minute 42.67 seconds 
and Sebastian Coe's 16- 
year-old world outdoor 
record is now clearly in 
danger. 

For his efforts Kipketer 
won $50,000 for finishing 
first and another S50.000 
for breaking the world 
record at the first champi- 
onships to feature prize 
money. 

During two action- 
packed hours on the final 
day of the three-day com- 
petition, the Russian 
women's team broke the 
six-year-old 4x400 metres 
record. 

And 25-year-old 

American Stacy Dragila 
won the first women’s 
pole vault title and 
equalled the world record 
in the process. 

On Friday, Kipketer 
became the first person at 
any world indoor or out- 
door championship to 
break a world record in a 
preliminary round. 

Two days later, 
supremely confident and 
enviably relaxed, he swept 
to the front from the gun 
and moved steadily away 
from the field. 

He covered the first lap 
in 24.22 seconds and the 
400 in 50.22. 

Kipketer said he had 
planned to break the 
record again but refused 
to comment on his 
chances of bettering Coe’s 
outdoor mark of 1:41.73. 

“I don’t think about his 
record,” Kipketer said. “I 
think about my job and 1 
don't care about Sebastian 
Coe's record. Sebastian 
Coe did his job 16 years 
ago." 

Kipketer, who has lived 
in Denmark since 1990. 
was not allowed to com- 
pete for his new country at 
last year's Atlanta 
Olympics. He won the 
world outdoor title in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, two 
years ago and has been 
ranked world number one 
for the past three years. 

The Russian women’s 
4x400 relay team of 
Tetyana Chebykina. 
Svetlana Goncharfenko, 
Olga Kodyarova and 
Tatayana Alekseyeva 
clocked 3:26.84 to break 
the six-year-old mark set 
in Seville by a German 
team anchored by Grit 
Breuer. 

Breuer again anchored 
the German team, who 
finished third on Sunday. 

“We have to think over 
how to share the money,” 
commented anchorwoman 
Alekseyeva. 

In the women's pole 
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American Jearl Miles-CIark (L) sprints to the finish along with Sandie Richards of 
Jamaica in the women’s 400 metres final at the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships. Miles-CIark won the gold medal, Richards finished second and 
Helena Fuchsova of Czech Republic captured the bronze medal (Reuters photo) 

Gebrselassie clocked 
7:34.71. almost four sec- 
onds outside his own 
world record and later 
complained about the dry 
air in the Berov stadium. 

"The air was a little bit 
dry," he said. "Something 
goi in my lungs, it's still 
hurting.” 

Nigerian Sunday Bada 
broke his own African 
record in the men's 400 
final, overhauling Briton 
Jamie Bauleh over the 
final 100 metres to win in 
45.51. 

Bauleh. fastest in the 
world this year, flew 
around the first lap on the 
tight Bercy track in 21.30 
but paid the price in the 
second half of the race 
when he was unable to 
.. hold, joff the long-striding 
Nigerian, second in both 
the last two world indoors. 

“The last two times I led 
from the start” Bada said. 
"This time I was going to 
watch. With 50 metres to 
go 1 knew 1 was going to 
edge him (Bauleh) out?’ 

A bruising women's 
race went to the 1993 out- 
door world champion 
Jearl Miles-CIark of the 
United States in 50.96 
seconds, fastest in the 

Kenyan-born world 800 metres champion Wilson 

Kipketer of Denmark celebrates with his country's flag «..«««« ch™-;™ 

his new world record in the men's 800 metres final at ' . ^ JL ri ® 

the World Indoor Athletics Championships. Kipketer m rh J ^ 

clocked 1 minute and 42.67 seconds ( Reuters photo) “5* 

r curve on the second lap 

vault. Dragila upset Mary Slaney. six years her when he was slow to leave 

Australia's world record junior, at the line in the as the runners thundered 

holder Emma George who women’s 1.500 metres past. 

failed at both 4.40 metres final. Mozambiques’s Maria 

and 4.45. Podkopayeva was third Mutola, the 1993 and 

Dragila equalled behind Slaney over the 1995 champion, won the 

George's world record of same distance at the inau- women’s S00 metres. 

4.40 and made three cred- gural Helsinki world out- proving too powerful over 

iiable attempts to increase door championships in the final lap for her rivals. 

the mark to 4.45. 19S3. Mutola. wearing a black 

“I surprised myself," Ethiopian Haile ribbon in memory of her 

Dragila said. ”1 came here Gebrselassie made no father who died in a car 

thinking about being in contest of the men’s 3.000 crash last month, clocked 

the top five, or maybe the metres final, leaving the 1:58.96. The United 

top three forty-fo'ur-year likes of world steeple- States finished top of the 

old Russian Yekaterina chase champion Moses medals table with six gold 

Podkopayeva snatched Kiptanui struggling in his medals. Cuba and Russia 

victory from American wake. gathered three apiece. 



vault, Dragila upset 
Australia's world record 
holder Emma George who 
failed at both 4.40 metres 
and 4.45. 

Dragila equalled 

George's world record of 
4.40 and made three cred- 
itable attempts to increase 
the mark to 4.45. 

“I surprised myself," 
Dragila said. ”1 came here 
thinking about being in 
the top five, or maybe the 
top three forty-fo'ur-year 
old Russian Yekaterina 
Podkopayeva snatched 
victory from American 


Mary Slaney. six years her 
junior, at the line in the 
women’s 1 .500 metres 
final. 

Podkopayeva was third 
behind Slaney over the 
same distance at the inau- 
gural Helsinki world out- 
door championships in 
19S3. 

Ethiopian Haile 

Gebrselassie made no 
contest of the men’s 3.000 
metres final, leaving the 
likes of world steeple- 
chase champion Moses 
Kiptanui struggling in his 
wake. 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Ground floor, furnished apartment located in Sweifieh with 
three bedrooms, kitchen, two bathrooms, salon, living & 
dining area, garden and private telephone. 

For more information call 822788 


Jordan Valley Arabian Stud 

announces 

the opening of training programmes for horse riding. 
Basic training, saddlery, tort, cantor gallop and long- 
distance marathon. Family and private club. Special ; 
attention for children. Location near Madaba. 25 km 
from Amman. 

Info: Nasser Mirza,Tel.: 829882/3 Mobile: 20774. 


t 3 * ** * 

For Rent - Modern Furnished Apartments 

* Studio of one bedroom, K&B. 

• One bedroom, living room, K&B. 

■ Two bedrooms, living-dining room, K&B. 

* Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, K&2Bs. 
Central healing and telephones. 

Location: A - Jabai Amman, bet. 3rd & 4th Circles, 

B - Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Annual rent. Owner Tel: 867862 / 642351 



The Canadian Government is interested in 
entering into a residential lease with a 
Jordanian company or firm wishing to 
construct a build-to-suit Villa of 520.0 m 2 in 
gross area, on a parcel of land averaging 
2,000.0 m2 to be situated in Abdoun, Al-Diyar 
or Al-Swaifiyah which will serve as the new 
Canadian Official Residence in Amman, 
Jordan. 

Interested parties are asked to contact the 
Canadian Embassy at the Pearl of Shmeisani 
Building (4th Floor ) Shmeisani, Amman 
between the hours of 10:00 and 15:00 to 
obtain a free copy of a briefing document 
explaining the basic requirements expected 
for the new Villa. 

Expressions of interest should be received 
at the Canadian Embassy by no later than 
15:00 on the 27th day of March, 1997. 








2 N ews 


2 children, 


injured 
in Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN. Lehaj.cn 
(Agencies) — Two Lebanese 

children and an Israeli soldier 
were wounded on Monday 
when a carbomb exploded in 
South Lebanon. pro-Israeli 
militia sources said 

A guerrilla detonaled the 
blast by remote control as an 
Israeli patrol drove past on the 
Houla-Marqaba rood in the 
central sector of Israel's South 
Lebanon occupation zone, the 
sources said. 

Moments before. Israeli sol- 
diers saw a man get out of the 
cur after parking beside a 
house at the roadside, they 
added 

The house was badly dam- 
aged and two children inside 
were moderately wounded. 
The Israeli was seriously 
wounded and was taken to 
hospital in Israel. 

The attack brought to 23 the 
number of Israeli soldiers 
wounded in guerrilla attacks 
since the beginning of the year. 
Five soldiers have been killed 

No group claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack. In Beirut, a 
spokesman for HizboJIah 
whose guerrillas are fighting to 
oust Israeli soldiers from South 
Lebanon said he had no infor- 
mation on Lhe attack. 

On Sunday an Israeli soldier 
was wounded in a Hizbollah 
rocket attack inside the Israeli 
occupation zone. 

A number of Israeli heli- 
copters were seen hovering 
o\cr the site following 
Monday's blast and Israeli 
artillery bombarded the vil- 
lages of Shaqra. MajdaJ Silm 
and Wadi A1 Qusaibi. 
Lebanese security sources 
said. 

Two Lehancsc police offi- 
cers were wounded on 
Monday when a mine blew up 
under their vehicle in southern 
Lebanon, police said 

The blast occurred on a road 
in the Israeli "security zone” in 
southern Lebanon controlled 
by the Israeli -backed South 
Lebanon Army tSLAj militia, 
police said. 

Police .said it was not imme- 
diately clear if the mine had 
been recently laid or if if dated 
from the 19S2 Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon. 








PALESTINIAN PROTEST: Palestinian female students from the Hamas movement 
hold their flags during a gathering in Hebron University on Monday to protest the 
Israeli government's decision to close four Palestinian institutions in Arab East 
Jerusalem. Israeli police delayed the closure after the intervention of Jawad Bulos, a 
Palestinian lawyer (AFP photo) 

Mubarak hails Clinton as 
vital for peace in Mideast 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak called on 
President Bill Clinton to 
use his influence to broaden 
peace-making in the Middle 
East. 

As the two leaders met at 
the White House, the Arab 
World was still stung by a 
U.S. veto of a U.N. resolu- 
tion to condemn a new 
Israeli project in Arab East 
Jerusalem. And the 
Palestinians rejected a pro- 
posed Israeli pullback from 
the West Bank as inade- 
quate. 

'The president is a full 
partner in the peace 
process." Mr. Mubarak said. 
“ 'Without the United States 
it would be very difficult to 
continue the peace 
process." 

Mr. Mubarak had said on 
Sunday that the United 
States lost some credibility 
in the Arab World when it 
vetoed a U.N. Security 
Council resolution con- 
demning Israel's plan to 
erect the project in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

But at the White House 
the Egyptian leader said the 
United States remained 
deeply involved in the 
Middle East peace effort 
and was "‘making tremen- 
dous efforts for the process 
to continue." He thanked 
Mr. Clinton as they posed 


Mubarak says he 'persuaded' 
Arafat not to move to Cairo 

EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak recently per- 
suaded Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat not to leave Gaza 
and move to Cairo out of anger at Israel's positions in the 
peace process, according to an Interview. 

Mr. Mubarak, interviewed last month in Cairo by the 
New York based publication “Israel Policy Papers,” also 
complained of a lark of trust between Egypt and the United 
States and said he will not visit Israel in the near future. 
The interview was published March 5. ahead of Mr. 
Mubarak's visit to the White House on Monday. 

“Egypt could help the process, but they (the Americans 
and Israelis) keep bluffing me." Mr. Mubarak said. “Trust 
between leaders means speaking frankly with each other, 
not bluffing.” 

Speaking about the U.S.-brokered agreement on the 
Israeli redeployment from Hebron, Mr. Muharak main- 
tained that he helped keep Mr. Arafat at the negotiating 
table during the talks" most difficult hours. 

“He was so discouraged that he threatened to leave Gaza 
and not go back,” Mr. Mubarak said of Mr. Arafat. “He 
wanted to come and live in Cairo.” 

“And again when he heard about the settlements, he 
wanted to leave Gaza and come and stay here. If he left, the 
whole process would collapse. So our job was to get him 
to go back and we did,” the Egyptian leader said. 


for pictures for his efforts. 

Mr. Mubarak said earlier 
he planned to ask Mr. 
Clinton to “persuade the 
Israelis to understand the 
realities of the situation in 
the future.” that creation of 
such new Jewish settlement 
could “explode the whole 
peace process." 

The United States is 


regarded by the Arabs as a 
fair partner in the peace 
effort, but the Friday night 
veto damaged U.S. credibil- 
ity. he said Sunday on 
Cable News Network’s 
“Late Edition." 

Mr. Clinton has been pub- 
licly critical of the planned 
housing complex in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 


Gulf papers condemn U.S. veto at U.N. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Gulf newsapers on Monday condemned 
the U.S. veto of a U.N. resolution calling for a halt to 
Israel's settlement policy in Arab East Jerusalem and urged 
Arab countries to lake a firmer stand againsL Washington. 

"The last veto has really showed that Washington is not a 
neutral co-sponsor of the peace process, but is actually an 
ally of Israel," the Saudi newspaper AI Madina said. 

The U.S. veto on Friday blocked a European-sponsored 
U.N. Security Council resolution criticising Israel over its 
plans to build a new Jewish Settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The Qatari newspaper Al Watan said the U.S. veto could 
have been foreseen because of the lack of cohesive Arab 
pressure and strong differences between Arab countries. 


"Any Arab reaction must be collective, unified and coor- 
dinated to prevent the Americans from playing on differ- 
ences” between the Arab countries, it said, adding that the 
problem essentially resulted from Arab weakness. 

The United Arab Emirates newspaper Al Irtihad called for 
Arabs to adopt a unified stance against the United States. 

“After the American veto. Arabs are urged to review their 
relations with the United States, which has given itself the 
right to ignore resolutions voted on by the United Nations," 
Al Ittihad said. 

After Friday’s veto, the U.N.’s Arab group asked the U.N. 
general assembly to call an emergency session on Israel’s 
settlement policy in Arab East Jerusalem. 


Yemen hints 
at arbitration 
in border row 

SANAA (R» — Yemen has 
hinted it might resort to interna- 
tional arbitration if more than a 
year of talks with Saudi Arabia 
i'ail to settle a 60-year-old bor- 
der dispute. 

Yemen's Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Abdul Kurim 
Al Irvani told the Mithaq week- 
ly published on Monday that 
lhe bonder issue was highly 
complicated. 

"I think lhe longer a solution 
is delayed the more difficulties 
will arise." he added. 

"1 f the two sides do not reach 
a solution then the only other 
option is the known legal one.” 
he said in reference to interna- 
tional arbitration. 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia had 
several minor clashes in a 
potentially oil and gas-rich bor- 
der area before they signed in 
1 995 a memorandum of under- 
standing to resolve the row and 
set up a committee to demar- 
cate the land and sea bonders. 

Yemeni President AJi 
Abdullah Saleh had in the sum- 
mer complained that the com- 
mittee was making slow 
progress and called for a sum- 
mit with Saudi Arabia to speed 
up the talks. 


Deal to free German captives 
in Yemen reported to be close 


SANAA (AFP) — Armed tribesmen hold- 
ing seven German tourists hostage in the 
mountains of south Yemen have agreed to 
set their captives free, the tourists' travel 
agent said here Monday. 

“The kidnappers told a mediator they 
agree to free the tourists," Mohammad Ali, 
director of the Al Khalifa travel acency. 
told AFP. 

“They did not want to set a date for the 
liberation, they said they wanted to prepare 
their getaway so as to avoid any problems" 
with security forces surrounding their hide- 
away in the Wadi Massila region of 
Hadramut province, he said. 

Mr. Ali said he obtained his information 
from the security services, but Yemeni offi- 
cials refused to confirm or deny whether a 
deal had been struck. 

A tribal mediator, appointed at the end of 
a meeting between tribal chieftains and the 
governor of Hadramut province, made con- 
tact with the kidnappers on Sunday without 
success, a provincial official told AFP. 

The seven German men. who were tour- 
ing the region by motorbike, were snatched 
by around 50 armed men last Monday near 
the town of Tarim, around 750 kilometres 
southeast of Sanaa. 

The kidnappers are demanding between 
$7 and $12 million from the Yemeni gov- 
ernment as compensation for money swin- 
dled from their tribe by a car trafficker. 

Mr. AJi said no ransom would be paid, but 
that the authorities had agreed to track 
down and arrest the alleged trafficker — 


Mohammad Bahdila. 

Bahdila bought the cars on credit from the 
tribes and never paid for them. He was 
arrested by police but then escaped, and the 
tribes believe the authorities helped him, 
police sources said. 

Mr. Ali said the tribal negotiator was con- 
tinuing contacts on Monday with the kid- 
nappers, who hail from Maara province 
which borders Oman. 

At the weekend, the Yemeni government 
dispatched large security service reinforce- 
ments bucked by helicopters to surround the 
tribesmen’s stronghold in a bid to put pres- 
sure on the kidnappers. 

Around 80 foreigners have been kid- 
napped by Yemeni tribes since 1993 and ail 
have been freed unharmed, but they are usu- 
ally used as bargaining chips to obtain con- 
cessions from the government. 

Diplomats here said this was the first time 
the tribes had demanded a ransom, leading 
to fears the kidnapping may have purely 
criminal motives. 

A government source said Sunday the car 
swindle was an excuse, and the kidnapping 
was really aimed at “harming the image of 
Yemen" in the tun up to April 27 elections. 

The polls are the first since the 1994 civil 
war, and many foreign observers are 
expected in Yemen to monitor the proce- 
dure. 

The last kidnap victim, a U.S. engineer 
working for the Halliburton oil company, 
was held for 17 days before being released 
on Feb. 27. 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, March 11, 1997 


Rivals draw up plan 
to topple Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu scrambled 

Monday to put down a fresh 
challenge from disillusioned 
right-wing allies in parlia- 
ment who say they have a 
new strategy to topple the 
embattled head of govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with 
leaders of the seven parties 
in his right-wing coalition 
on Monday and aides said 
he made progress in calming 
a revolt which erupted over 
his decision last week to 
transfer additional West 
Bank territory to the 
Palestinians. 

But opponents were confi- 
dent they had a legal tactic 
that could bring the right- 
wing leader down. 

“I think we’ll be able to 
replace him.” said Michael 
Kleiner, sponsor of a bill 
which would change the law 
governing Israel’s unusual 
system of directly electing 
the prime minister and make 
it easier to oust him. 

Under legislation which 
first came into effect with 
Mr. Netanyahu’s election 
victory last year, Israel’s 
120-seat parliament, the 
Knesset, can force new elec- 
tions for both the prime 
minister and legislature with 
a simple majority of 61. 

But it would take an 80- 
deputy majority to force 
new elections for prime 
minisrer withour dissolving 
the Knesset, a margin virtu- 

Egyptian 
cabinet 
split over 
cloning 
research 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
cabinet is divided over 
cloning research with reli- 
gious officials saying it is 
unacceptable while the 
Ministry of Health says it 
is a scientific issue that 
has no bearing on Islam. 

“Cloning experiments 
on humans are taboo and 
rejected by society, reli- 
gion and morality,” said 
Religious Endowments 
Minister Mahmoud 
Hamdi Zaqzouq at a 
meeting of the political 
congress of the ruling 
National Democratic 
Party. 

“The issue is not up for 
discussion," he was quot- 
ed in Cairo newspapers on 
Monday as saying. 

But Health Minister 
Ismail Sal am toid the con- 
gress that cloning was a 
purely scientific proce- 
dure that did not tamper 
with creation. “We are 
using living cells that 
Allah has created and that 
is governed by the divine 
rules of life,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

The controversial sub- 
ject of human cloning hit 
the headlines last month 
after scientists in Scotland 
introduced the world to 
Dolly, a lamb cloned from 
an adult sheep. 

United States President 
Bill Clinton has banned 
federally funded human 
cloning research and 

asked private scientists 
voluntarily to enforce a 
similar moratorium until 
government advisers have 
reported on the issue. 

Italy has also banned the 
experiment and Germany 
called for a global ban on 
cloning humans and 

Danish scientists, work- 
ing like their Scottish and 
Australian colleagues on 
cloning livestock, said 

they were halting experi- 
ments on cows pending a 
full debate on the issue. 

Last week, an Islamic 
theologian at the presti- 
gious Sunni Muslim Al 
Azhar Institute called for 
an end to research on 
cloning, saying it did not 
meet an Islamic require- 
ment that the benefits out- 
weigh the damage. 


ally unattainable in Israel’s 
historically divided legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. Kleiner's bill would 
reduce the number of votes 
needed to oust the prime 
minister without forcing 
new parliamentary polls 
from 80 to 61. 

Mr. Netanyahu on Sunday 
succeeded in quashing 
threats by several hardline 
coalition members to vote 
against him in a traditional 
motion of no confidence by 
threatening to ensure they 
would not be re-elected if 
new legislative polls were 
held, according to Israeli 
press reports. 

Mr. Kleiner and other crit- 
ics said Mr. Netanyahu 
could not use such tactics if 
their bill is passed into law. 

“We have at least 15 mem- 
bers of the coalition who 
will vote for this,” said Mr. 
Kleiner, of the Gesher Party 
led by Foreign Minister 
David Levy, adding that 
most supporters of the legis- 
lation would also approve a 
subsequent motion to oust 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

Left-wing opposition par- 
ties led by Labour have said 
they would back the btiL 
which Mr. Kleiner said he 
hoped to submit by 
Wednesday. 

The right-wing revolt 
erupted after Mr. 
Netanyahu’s cabinet on 
Friday approved a plan to 
hand over a further nine per 
cent of the West Bank to 


Palestinian control, continu- 
ing the implementation of 
the Oslo Peace Accords 
started under Israel’s previ- 
ous. left-wing rulers. 

Seven out of 18 members 
of Mr. Netanyahu's cabinet 
voted against the redeploy- 
ment, the first of three Israel 
must cany out by mid- 1998 
according to the Jan. 15 
agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

David Bar-Ulan. a top 
advisor to Mr. Netanyahu, 
acknowledged that the 
prime minister had lost 
“some ground” among 
coalition members follow- 
ing the withdrawal decision 
but insisted he could keep 
the threat at bay. 

“Netanyahu restored sup- 
port and confidence” in 
meetings on Sunday with 
possible dissenters. Bar- 
Illan said, adding he expect- 
ed similar success in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s talks Monday 
with coalition leaders. 

“I frankly feel that the 
ground will be regained very 
soon ” Mr. Bar-Ulan said. 

The prime minister left 
shortly after the meetings on 
a three-day visit to Russia, 
but he left key aides behind 
to deal with the domestic 
political turmoil. 

Foreign Minister Levy 
also cancelled a trip to the 
United States planned for 
this week due to the political 
situation and tensions with 
the Palestinians. 


Velayati in Turkey to 
restore ties after row 

ANKARA (Agencies) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati indicated Monday that Turkey and Iran were moving 
toward patching up a diplomatic row that led to the expulsion of 
diplomats. 

“With the common sense that exists in both countries, all 
existing problems can be solved.” Mr. Velayati told reporters 
here on the first high-level contact between the two countries 
since the dispute. 

Last month. Iran asked Hukey to recall its ambassador and a 
consul general after Turkey expelled an Iranian diplomat who 
criticised a top Turkish general who called Iran a ‘terrorist 
country.” 

The Iranian ambassador also angered Turkey’s secular estab- 
lishment by speaking at a rally calling for Islamic law in 
Turkey. 

Ambassador Mohammad Reza Bagheri left for Tehran last 
month after the dispute between the two countries. 

Mr. Velayati arrived here to invite President Suleyman 
Demirel to a summit meeting of the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference in Tehran in December 

He was expected to convey a goodwill message from 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

Mr. Demirel sent an envoy to Iran last week with the message 
saying lhe two neighbours should not interfere in each other’s 
domestic policies and should respect each other’s security con- 
cerns. 

‘This message was warmly welcomed by President 
Rafsanjani and the Iranian authorities,” Mr. Velayati told 
reporters. 

“Both countries me determined to overcome this crisis,” Mr 
Velayati told reporters upon his arrival in Ankara. "The first step 
was made by Demirel. My visit constitutes the second political 
step." 

He said he planned to meet with Mr. Demirel as well as 
Islamist Premier Necmettin Erbakan and Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller. 

Mr Erbakan has sought to boost political and economic ties 
with Iran’s theocratic regime at the expense of angering 
Ankara’s closest Weston ally, the Unified States. 

Washington considers Iran as a main supporter of ‘ terrorism.” 

Mr. Erbakan’s aides signed a multi-billion dollar agreement 
for Iranian natural gas for Turkey during a visit by the Turkish 
premier to Tehran in last August 

Khamenei: Forced 
marriage anti-Islamic 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
spiritual and political leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on 
Monday blasted as "anti- 
Islamic” a custom among 
certain tribes here forcing 
young girls to maiTy men 
they do not love. 

“This tribal tradition has 
nothing to do with Islam. 
No one has the right to 
impose a marriage on a 
girl," Ayatollah. Khamenei 
told a large crowd of 
women in the southwestern 
city of Khoramshahr. 

“Such imposed marriage 
is anti-Islamic ” he said 

Ayatollah Khameni. who 
is on a visit to the south- 
western Khuzastan 

province, usually attacks 
backward practices in visits 
to farflung regions of the 
country. 

Families in certain tribes, 
including in Khuzestan, 
often force their daughters 
to many against their will a 
cousin and sometimes a 


much older man. 

If a gjrl refuses to bow, 
she will be ostricised by her 
own family or could even 
be killed by her father or 
brother to protect their hon- 
our. 

Such a refusal often leads 
to a conflict between the 
two families and even 
bloody clashes between 
members of two tribes. 

The authorities launched 
a campaign several years 
ago to eradicate what is 
called “honour killing" 
among certain southern 
tribes. 

There have been many 
cases of young girls 
attempting suicide to avoid 
marrying men they do not 
love. 

In February 1994. a 14- 
year-old girl set herself on 
fire and died after her par- 
ents insisted on marrying 
her off to a 42-year-old 
man. 



Israeli army warns 
women of sexual 
harassment taboos 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Women serving in the 
Israel army have been 
warned to watch out for 
male colleagues who wear 
too much after-shave or call 
them “doll” — they could 
be sexual barassers. A pam- 
phlet published by the 
Israel army says expres- 
sions such as “darling." 
“doll” or “what a body” are 
taboo and warns female 
recruits to beware of six 
male personality types 
whose behaviour can be/ 
construed as sexual harass- 
ment. These include “the 
chauvinist” who treats 
women as inferior and tells 
jokes against them, the 
“impulsive” incapable of 
controlling himself and the 
“father” who wants to 
“adopt” his female col- 
leagues and become 
involved in their personal 
lives. Female soldiers are 
also warned about the 
“courter” who offers gifts 
and wears too much after- 
shave, the “toucher” who 
fondles them or strokes 
their hair, and the “poor 
guy” who seeks to attract 
women by asking for help 
or advice. Sexual harass- 
ment is regarded as a seri- 
ous offence which carries 
various penalties including 
hard labour, demotion or 
reprimands and young 
female recruits have a spe- 
cial hotline at their disposal 
to report any incidents. 
Israeli women are obliged j 
to do military sendee for 1 9^ ? ' 
months but can be exempt* . 
ed on religious grounds. 

Ivorian penis- 
shrinker death 
toll rises 

ABIDJAN (R) — Angry 
mobs have burned or beaten 
fij death at least three 
fflleged sorcerers in Ivory 
Coasts commercial capital 
Abidjan after a shrinking or 
disappearing penis scare 
spread from neighbouring 
Ghana. Police said all the 
dead were African migrants 
lynched by mobs on 
Thursday. Interior Minister 
Emile Constant Bombet, 
interviewed on state televi- 
sion’s main evening news 
pro gran mine late on 
Friday, appealed for calm, 
telling Ivorians that the 
problem existed only in ; 
their minds. Such reports 
are not uncommon in West 
or Central Africa. 
Purported victims often j 
blame handshakes with sor- j 
cerers. At least 12 men >. 
were killed in Ghana in/* ' 
January by mobs accusing i 
them of making penises l 
shrink or vanish. Police in \ 
Ghana and Ivory Coast dis- t 
miss the phenomenon as a \ 
ploy by thieves to cause a ] 
crowd to form and then rob } 
people. Some victims say 
sorcerers touch them and 
make their penises to shrink 
or vanish to extort cash in 
return for a cure. 

Drug raid nets 
kidnappers 

next door I 

NEW YORK (R) — Seven i 

people allegedly involved 
in the kidnapping, rape and i 

torture of a woman were ' 

arrested after they jumped 
out a window on the mis/o 
taken belief a drug raid ne.3 i 
door was meant for them, i 

police said on Saturday. ! 

Police said they had a war- j 

rant for apartment 21 at an | 

address in Harlem and sue- J 

cessfully arrested six peo- ( 

pie there on Friday. But i 

officeis outside the building j 

noticed people jumping \ 

from apartment 22A. which ! 

was on the second floor, ; 

and went to investigate. 
Inside they found a woman 
who was bound and with 
burns over portions of her 
body, police spokesman ; 

Arek Tarih said. She told 
police she had been kid- 
napped three days earlier 
and had been sexually 
assaulted by her captors. 

One of the women jumping 
from apartment 22A was i 

hospitalised in good conch?' i 

pon with injuries sustained I 

m the fall. 






